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Hearing Brief 

 

Attendance and Community Schools 
 

Key Takeaways 
 

One study found that only 

17 percent of students who 

were chronically absent in 

both kindergarten and first 

grade were reading 

proficiently by third grade, 

compared with 64 percent 

of those with good 

attendance. 
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Chronic absenteeism in 

New Mexico  in 2018-2019 

was 17.87 percent. In 

2020-2021, that number 

rose to 29.66 percent, and 

in 2021-2022 the number 

increased again to 40.40 

percent.  Some New Mexico 

school districts saw chronic 

absence rates as high as 

66.02 percent. 
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Because of their culturally 

relevant approach and 

focus on community 

supports, community 

schools have seen success 

in addressing chronic 

absenteeism and at better 

rates than traditional public 

school models.  
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Chronic Absenteeism and Learning Outcomes 
 
The Evolution from Tracking Truancy to Chronic Absence 

 

Chronic Absenteeism and Student Achievement 

 

Source: Attendance Works 

Source: FutureEd 
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Source: Chicago Public Schools 
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Strategies to Address Chronic Absenteeism 

 

 

Chronic Absenteeism in New Mexico 
 

New Mexico Policies on Tracking and Addressing Chronic Absenteeism 

Source: Attendance Works 

STRATEGIES TO 
ADDRESS 
CHRONIC 

ABSENTEEISM

Clearly Define 
Attendance 
and Collect 

Reliable Data

Investigate 
Early Warning 

Signs

Remove 
Access 

Barriers

Expanded 
Learning Time

Address 
Student 

Mental Health

Rethink 
Attendance 

Accountability 
for Students

Source: LESC Analysis of The Hunt Institute Research 



LESC Hearing Brief: Attendance and Community Schools, November 15, 2022 
5 5 

School Support and Accountability Act 

Attendance for Success Act (AFSA) 

 

 

 

The Current State of Absenteeism 
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Definitions of Four-Tiers 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Four-Tier Chronic Absenteeism 

2018–2019 School Year 

Four-Tier Chronic Absenteeism 

2021–2022 School Year 

Source: PED 

2018-2019 School Year               2021-2022 School Year  

Source: PED 
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The Connection between Community Schools and Absenteeism 

What are Community Schools? 

 

New Mexico Community Schools 

Source: Attendance Works 
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Policy Recommendations  

 


