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 Water Reuse

 Emerging Contaminants

 U.S. Department of Energy and National 
Nuclear Security Administration Oversight

Agenda
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Water Reuse
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Phase 1 rulemaking completed Spring 2025, effective July 12, 2025.

Phase 2 rulemaking planned for 2026 to build out additional water reuse 
pathways for surface and groundwater discharges for treated produced water, 
direct and indirect potable reuse of treated domestic wastewater. 
See October 2023 Public Involvement Plan at https://www.env.nm.gov/new-mexico-produced-water/wp-
content/uploads/sites/30/2023/10/2023-10-19-WPD-GWQB-PIP-Reuse-Rule-SIGNED-JR.pdf for more 
information.

October 2023: 
Initiated a Two-Year Water Reuse Rule Development Process
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Water Laws, Rules and Policies
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Federal/State Law Federal/State Rules Federal/State Policy

Federal Clean Water Act

State Water Quality Act

2019 Fluid Oil and Gas 
Waste Act (aka Produced 
Water Act)

Federal Regulations

State Rules 

U.S. EPA Water Reuse Action 
Plan epa.gov/waterreuse 

Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham's 50-Year Water 
Action Plan

https://www.nm.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/New-Mexico-50-Year-WaterAction-Plan.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/waterreuse


50 Year Water Action Plan
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50 Year 
Water Action 

Plan

Reduce 
Leaks 
(A3)

Strategic 
Water Supply 

(B1)

Water Reuse 
Rules 
(B2)

Cleanup 
Groundwater 

(C1)

Surface Water 
Permitting 

(C2)

Aging Water 
Infrastructure

(C3)

Spotlight: Water Reuse Rules
 Develop and implement 

comprehensive water reuse rules for 
potable and non-potable reuse of 
treated wastewater, including treated 
produced water

 Develop rigorous science-based 
regulations and permitting 
requirements to protect the 
environment and public health

 Ensure the necessary regulatory 
frameworks are in place by 2026 to 
maximize new water supplies



50 Year Water Action Plan
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Strategic Water Supply
 Treat brackish water to provide 

new water supplies
 Provide new water for 

community uses
 Protect and preserve freshwater 

resources
 Promote robust local economies
 $40 million appropriated for 

grants and contracts
 Application period closed in 

September 2025
 Awards are planned this 

calendar year



50 Year Water Action Plan
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Reduce Leaks
 In 2025, we used ASTERRA to use 

satellite technology to locate 
underground leaks in five 
communities

 Water savings from these five 
communities:
 241.8 gallons per minute 
 348,200 gallons per day
 127.8 million gallons per year

 Cost: $283,317
 Equivalent to the amount of water 

in about 200 Olympic-sized 
swimming pools



Water Laws, Rules and Policies
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Produced Water: In general, requires advanced treatment processes to ensure 
the water is of sufficient quality before being reused or discharged.

• Coal Bed Methane Produced Water: Under current federal rules this produced 
water can be treated and discharged to surface water. Under current state 
rules, this produced water cannot be treated and discharged to surface water 
or groundwater.

 
• Conventional Oil and Gas Produced Water: Under current federal rules this 

produced water can be treated and discharged to surface water. Under current 
state rules, this produced water cannot be treated and discharged to surface 
water or groundwater.

• Unconventional Oil and Gas Produced Water: Under current federal and state 
rules, this produced water cannot be treated and discharged to surface water 
or groundwater. 

Treated Produced Water Reuse in New Mexico
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Leases state lands for 
the exploration and 
production of oil and 
gas reserves and salt 
water (produced 
water) disposal wells. 
Note: the Bureau of 
Land Management 
performs the same 
function for federal 
lands.

Issues drilling permits 
for oil and gas well 
development and salt 
water (produced 
water) disposal wells.

Regulates produced 
water on oil and gas 
leases per state law 
and rule.

Issues air quality 
emission permits for 
oil and gas 
equipment, regulates 
radioactive materials.

Regulates produced 
water off oil and gas 
leases per state law 
and rule.

Oil and Gas Agency Roles 

Regulates produced 
water under the Oil 
and Gas Extraction 
Effluent Guidelines 
and Standards (40 
CFR Part 435) issued 
in 1979 and 
amended in 1993, 
1996, 2001, and 
2016. 
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Produced Water Reuse in New Mexico

December 2023 Phase 1 rule making proposal:



 Rulemaking lasted from Fall of 2023 through Spring of 2025

 Current state rules:
 No untreated or treated produced water may be discharged into New 

Mexico's surface water or groundwater
 Authorized produced water treatment pilot projects — with no discharge 

— subject to groundwater permitting
 Rules in effect for five years before expiring

 Future rulemaking:
 Focus on science-based standards that allow for fit for purpose 

applications, shift evidentiary, financial, and cost burden to industry
 Require enhanced abatement standards for spills and releases

Water Laws, Rules and Policies
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Produced Water Reuse in New Mexico
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Water Reuse in New Mexico

Phase 2 rulemaking proposal:

• Produced water portion of the Phase 2 proposal now 
contingent on whether the WATR Alliance accepts 
NMED’s technical and legal staff feedback.

• Phase 2 rule making petition planned for 2026 to build 
out potential water reuse pathways for surface and 
groundwater discharges for treated produced water, 
direct and indirect potable reuse of treated domestic 
wastewater. 



Emerging Contaminants 
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PFAS Updates

 October 6, 2025 – PFAS Protection Act implementation rules
 October 15, 2025 – Holloman Lake public health survey launched
 October 23, 2025 – PFAS Blood Testing Study Public Meeting in 

Clovis, New Mexico

• Ongoing: 
• NMED-funded research in La Cienega and La Cieneguilla
• NMED-supplied private well testing/filter systems deployment in 

Curry County and Santa Fe County



Emerging Contaminants 
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Essential Research

• The U.S. EPA's Office of Research and 
Development (ORD) and universities play 
a critical role in developing the science, 
analytical methods, and technologies 
needed to protect water resources.

• However, ORD has been essentially 
dissolved under the current federal 
administration

• If the state wants to continue to access 
cutting-edge research, it needs to build its 
own research apparatus through 
university program funding



U.S. DOE and NNSA Oversight
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CY25 (Through 10/6/2025)

Site Total Shipments Shipment Percentage Volume Percentage

INL 231 66.5 76.27

LANL 68 19.6 16.16

ORNL 6 1.7 2.11

SRS 41 11.8 5.42

ANL 1 0.3 0.05

LLNL 0 0.00 0.00

CY24

Site Total Shipments Shipment Percentage Volume Percentage

INL 341 72.55 84.64

LANL 48 10.21 6.74

ORNL 12 2.55 2.22

SRS 64 13.61 6.09

ANL 4 0.85 0.12

LLNL 1 0.21 0.19

Legacy Waste

Los Alamos National 
Laboratory Consent 
Order was renegotiated 
in August 2024 

Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant permit was re-
issued in October 2023.

U.S. DOE continues to 
prioritize waste 
shipments and waste 
volume from Idaho 
National Labs.



U.S. DOE and NNSA Oversight
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CY21
Site Total Shipments Shipment Percentage Volume Percentage

INL 122 58.35 53.73
LANL 56 26.70 23.84
ORNL 21 10.04 14.95
SRS 8 3.82 6.45
ANL 0 0 0.00
LLNL 2 0.95 .89
WCS 1 .46 .08

CY22
Site Total Shipments Shipment Percentage Volume Percentage
INL 150 55.14 52.92
LANL 86 31.61 30.82
ORNL 17 6.25 7.68
SRS 16 5.88 8.59
ANL 0 0 0.00
LLNL 3 1.10 0.00

CY23
Site Total Shipments Shipment Percentage Volume Percentage
INL 375 78.61 84.24
LANL 48 10.06 7.60
ORNL 18 3.77 4.54
SRS 27 5.66 3.03
ANL 5 1.04 0.10
LLNL 4 0.83 0.49
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New Mexicans are 
shouldering greater 

defense efforts while 
legacy waste remains 

a lessor priority by 
U.S. DOE/NNSA.

Delayed pit 
production placing 

greater pressures on 
Los Alamos National 

Laboratory.
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• U.S. EPA authorized NNSA to 
vent four flanged tritium 
waste containers (FTWCs) 
for tritium-caused pressure

• NNSA then sought NMED 
approval which was granted 
with conditions in September 
2025

• No pressure detected during 
treatment and emissions 
released were near-zero

• NNSA public engagement 
and communications were 
lacking 



U.S. DOE and NNSA Oversight
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Los Alamos National Laboratory 
- Review tritium data and compliance history 
- Consent Order and Agreement – Pursuing dispute resolution.
- MDA C is an 11.8-acre landfill consisting of 115 subsurface waste 

disposal units reported to dispose of hazardous waste, 
uncontaminated classified materials, and low-level radioactive wastes.

Waste Isolation Pilot Plant
- NMED is evaluating compliance with permit conditions related to 

legacy waste clean-up and shipments from Los Alamos National 
Laboratory.

Next Steps:
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