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Overall ranking (1-51) is determined through a combined score of the seven graded criteria. Ties in combined score being
broken by performance on ABC core issues, with secondary consideration given to additional graded criteria.
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What Is the Merit Shop Philosophy?

The merit shop philosophy is the belief that people and companies succeed based on free enterprise principles within the free
market system, which is characterized by open and fair competition and diverse participants. Those that adhere to the
philosophy believe employees and employers have the right to determine wages and working conditions through either
individual or collective bargaining, as they choose, within the boundaries of the law. They oppose violence, coercion,
intimidation and the denial of the rights of employees and employers. Furthermore, they believe it is incumbent upon all
branches of government to be responsible stewards of taxpayer dollars and that government should award contracts based
solely on merit to the lowest responsible bidder, regardless of labor affiliation. Lastly, the merit shop philosophy contends

that the destiny of all Americans can be best served by cooperation, reconciliation, and following the tenants of free

enterprise and a democratic government.

The Merit Shop Scorecard is a project by Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC), a national trade association representing
nearly 21,000 chapter members. Founded on the merit shop philosophy, ABC and its 70 chapters help members develop
people, win work, and deliver that work safely, ethically, profitably, and for the betterment of the communities in which ABC
and its members work.
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