
PFAS in oil + gas
Rulemaking to inform & protect our water & communities



Citizens Caring for the Future

Citizens Caring for the Future (CCFF) is a small grassroots environmental advocacy 
group that was started in 2019. We bring together Southeastern New Mexico 
community members who support protecting our air, water and public health during 
the current oil and gas boom in the Permian. 

We have been part of the statewide coalition supporting WildEarth Guardians’ PFAS 
rulemaking, which includes the Permian Basin Climate Justice Coalition & the Greater 
Chaco Coalition. So far, over 40 organizations and more than 4,000 individuals have 
signed on to support the rulemaking I’m sharing with you today. This rulemaking aims 
to ban the use of PFAS in the oil and gas industry and require full disclosure of all 
chemicals.



WHAT WE KNOW

● Between 2013 and 2022, oil and gas 

companies injected at least 261 New Mexico 

wells with 9,000 pounds of PFAS for use in 

fracking. Over the same period, oil and gas firms 

injected more than 8,200 wells with 243 million 

pounds of “trade secret” fracking chemicals that 

could be PFAS or other dangerous substances. 

● New Mexico law allows oil and gas 

companies to use trade secret designations to 

withhold fracking chemical identities from the 

public and regulators. 

● Under state law, oil and gas companies are 

not required to disclose any of the chemicals 

they inject into oil and gas wells during the 

drilling that precedes fracking or during other 

“downhole” operations aside from fracking. 
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Figure ES-6. Potential pathways for fluid movement in a cemented well. These pathways (represented by the white arrows) include: (1) a casing and tubing leak into the surrounding rock, (2) an 
uncemented annulus (i.e., the space behind the casing), (3) microannuli between the casing and cement, (4) gaps in cement due to poor cement quality, and (5) microannuli between the cement 
and the surrounding rock. This figure is intended to provide a conceptual illustration of pathways that can be present in a well and is not to scale. 



Knowledge 

= Power

That Informs

Our Choices



Knowledge 
Gaps
____________________________

1. Trade Secrets

2. Hazardous Waste 
Exemptions

3. Radioactive 
Waste Loopholes



NM’s Hazardous Waste Exemption for Oil & Gas 

Thanks to Gov. Lujan-Grisham’s June 2021 petition to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), PFAS are now being considered 
for listing as hazardous substances under the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).

Unfortunately, because oil and gas industry wastes are exempt from 
federal and New Mexico state hazardous waste law, we are concerned 
that even when PFAS chemicals are regulated as hazardous, the state 
loophole will prevent PFAS from being uniformly characterized as 
hazardous in oil and gas industry, where it will remain undisclosed and 
improperly regulated. 





Oil and gas waste travels outside the oil fields as 
well. 

These are regional, municipal landfills that take 
several types of oil and gas waste, including 
● sludge
● spill of chemical product 
● petroleum contaminated soils
●  formerly characteristic hazardous waste 

and others

These wastes can contain any additives used in 
operations, including PFAS and trade secret 
chemicals. 



■ 1,973 liquid spills

■ 1,005 spills were 
produced water

■ How many of these 
spills contained PFAS, 
and how many spills 
went unreported? 

 

Spills on State Land at oil & gas operations (2018-2022)

Photo by Melissa A. Troutman: An active spill of smelly, discolored liquid from a produced water 
pipe snaking across Eddy County in February 2023.



PSR’s Recommendations:
• Halt PFAS use in oil and gas extraction

• Expand public disclosure

• Increase testing and tracking

• Require funding and cleanup

• Remove New Mexico’s oil and gas hazardous waste exemption

• Reform New Mexico’s regulations for oil and gas production wells and underground 
injection disposal wells

• Transition to renewable energy, better regulation



On May 25th, WildEarth Guardians 
petitioned the Oil Conservation 
Commission to amend the NM 
Administrative Code to:

● Remove trade secret exemptions
● Require prior disclosure of all 

downhole chemicals
● Require community notification
● Prohibit PFAS chemicals



■ Support WildEarth Guardians’ rulemaking

■ Send letter of support for our rulemaking to the Oil Conservation 
Commission (see us for sample letter)

■ Attend & testify at Oil Conservation Commission rulemaking 
hearings from February 26 - March 1, 2024 (hybrid)

How legislators can help



Please reach out anytime:

Melissa Troutman (she/her)
Climate & Energy Advocate 

WildEarth Guardians
mtroutman@wildearthguardians.org

(505) 216-6864

Kayley Shoup
Organizer

Citizens Caring For The Future
kayley.shoup.ccff@gmail.com

(575) 302-7587
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