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CANDICE YAZZIE

DIVISION DIRECTOR

NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BRINGS A ‘GO GET ‘EM AND GET IT DONE ATTITUDE’

It is with great pride that I congratulate Candice Yazzie on her new role as the Executive Director of Community 
Development. From Fort Defiance, Arizona, Yazzie is Tódích’íi’nii born for Naneesht’ézhí Táchii’nii, her maternal 
grandfather being Naashashí and paternal grandfather is Kinłichíi’nii.

Yazzie earned her Bachelor’s degree in Construction Management from Northern Arizona University in 2003 and has 
spent her career mastering community development within the construction industry.
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 ORGANIZATIONAL CHART
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 PURPOSE AND OVERVIEW

The Division of Community Development (DCD) is a key administrative branch of the Navajo Nation 
government dedicated to strengthening local governance and community infrastructure. It provides 
direct oversight, guidance, and support to the 110 Navajo Nation Chapters, which serve as the 
foundational units of local government. Through policy guidance, technical assistance, and 
administrative support, DCD ensures that chapters operate efficiently and in accordance with Navajo 
Nation laws, policies, and financial procedures.

The division is comprised of several programs and departments focused on planning, construction, 
community housing, project management, and administrative services. These programs work 
collaboratively to develop and maintain essential infrastructure such as community buildings, roads, 
utilities, and housing. DCD also assists chapters with land use planning, financial reporting, and grant 
and contract management. In addition, the division is diligently working with the 54 New Mexico 
chapters to ensure all vetting requirements and training obligations are met, reinforcing 
accountability and compliance standards across state boundaries.

Overall, DCD plays a vital role in advancing self-governance, accountability, and sustainable 
community development across the Navajo Nation. By supporting chapter operations, facilitating 
infrastructure development, and ensuring that chapter officials are properly trained and equipped, DCD 
helps strengthen local capacity and promotes the long-term well-being of Navajo communities.
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 IAD REPORTED ON JULY 31, 2024
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 NAVAJO NATION DCD-VETTING INITIATIVE
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 VETTING REQUIREMENT – NAVAJO NATION CHAPTERS
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 NAVAJO NATION 164 PROCESS/PROCUREMENT/ALIGNMENT
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 CHALLENGES AND ONGOING COORDINATION

 The Division of Community Development continues to experience challenges with New 
Mexico Capital Outlay project implementation at both the chapter and departmental levels. 
Often, chapters and departments request funding for projects knowing they will not be fully 
funded in a single allocation and will likely need to be completed in phases. This creates 
complications with contract modifications, fund reversions, and timeline extensions when 
projects move into another allocation year.

 DCD recognizes the importance of educating chapter officials to better understand the 
intent and requirements of the Capital Outlay process, including the need to prioritize 
shovel-ready projects and those already in progress or nearing completion. The division 
continues to emphasize planning, readiness, and accountability in project submissions to 
ensure funds are utilized effectively and within required timeframes.

 DCD remains committed to transparency and collaboration with the New Mexico Indian 
Affairs Department, continuing reconciliation meetings to monitor project progress and 
ensure compliance. Transparency remains critical, especially regarding recent and upcoming 
process changes such as updates to IGA language for the Notice of Obligation, the PARS 
initiative, and the implementation of a new DocuSign system for executing and uploading 
IGA documents.
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DELEGATE REGIONS-NEW MEXICO

 LEGEND:

 Delegate Eugenia C. Newton-Shiprock

 Delegate Rickie Nez- T’iistoh Sikaad, Nenahnezad, 
Upper Fruitland, Tse’ Daa’ Kaan, Newcomb, San 
Juan

 Delegate Curtis Yanito- TeecNosPos

 Delegate Amber Crotty-Cove, Toadlena/Two Grey 
Hills, Red Valley Tse’alnaozt’i’i’, Sheepsprings, 
Beclabito, Gadiiahi/To’Koi

 Delegate Danny Simpson-Becenti, Lake Valley, 
Nahodishgish, Standing Rock, Whiterock, 
Huerfano, Nageezi, Crownpoint

 Delegate Nathan Notah-Coyote Canyon, Mexican 
Springs, Naschitti, Tohatchi, Bahastl’a’a’

 Delegate Andy Nez-Fort Defiance, Crystal

 Delegate George Tolth-Littlewater, Pueblo 
Pintado, Torreon, Whitehorse Lake, Baca/Prewitt, 
Casamero Lake, Ojo Encino, Counselor

 Delegate Steven Arviso- Churchrock, Iyanbito, 
Mariano Lake, Pinedale, Smith Lake, Thoreau

 Delegate Lester Yazzie- Baahaali, Chilchiltah, 
Manuelito, Red Rock, Rock Springs, Tsayatoh

 Delegate Norman Begay- Alamo, Ramah, Tohajiilee
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Thank you

Contact us:

(928) 871-7182

www.nndcd.org

2296 Window Rock Blvd Administration Bldg. 1

P.O. Box 1904

Window Rock, AZ 86515

http://www.nndcd.org/
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 DEPARTMENT MANAGERS AND PROJECT MANAGERS
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