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1. What is school climate and social and emotional 
learning (SEL) and why are they important?

2. How do you leverage school climate and SEL in 
an accountability and improvement system?

3. How do you measure school climate and SEL?

Measuring & Assessing SEL and 
School Climate
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What science tells us about 
learning and development



What We Know 
from Science
The brain and the development of 
intelligences are malleable. The brain 
develops throughout life as a function 
of experiences that activate neural 
pathways which permit new kinds of 
thinking and performance. The kinds 
of experience matter greatly.  

• Secure relationships 
• Rich, stimulating environments 
• Back-and-forth conversation



Variability in human development 
is the norm.  The pace and profile 
of each child’s development is 
unique. 

Human relationships are the 
essential ingredient that catalyzes 
development & learning.

Adversity affects development and 
learning -- and how schools 
respond matters.



Learning is social, emotional and 
academic.

Children actively construct 
knowledge based on their 
experiences, relationships, and 
social contexts. 





School Climate Matters

Hundreds of studies 
have found that a 
positive school climate 
supports stronger 
achievement, better 
behavior, more 
attachment, and 
stronger long-term 
outcomes for students

Emotional 
support

Academic 
success 

Strong social 
relationships



A positive school climate supports success along 
the developmental and learning continuum:

-- structures for effective 
caring; 
-- identity-safe 
classrooms that support 
belonging; 
-- relational trust among 
staff and families 



What is SEL?
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Support for Social and Emotional 
Development 

Self-regulation
Executive function 
Intrapersonal awareness 
Interpersonal skills
Growth mindset and 
A sense of agency that 
support resilience and 
productive action. 
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Academic 
learning

Social and emotional learning

Positive School Climate
(School is safe, with strong relationships, 

engaging teaching and learning, and adequate 
resources) 

SEL and School Climate: 
Foundations for Academic Learning
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Research shows that well-implemented programs designed to foster social, 
emotional and academic development:

 Positively affected students’ social competence and behavior. 

 Enhance school safety and create a positive learning environment

• When schools put in place an educative and restorative approach to 
discipline and teach students social and emotional skills, such as how to 
resolve conflicts and relate well to others, evidence shows that incident 
rates plummet and schools become safer.

 Are associated with long-term positive effects on academic effort and achievement, 
as measured in reading, writing and math scores, as well as graduation rates.

• For example, a meta-analysis of 213 studies found that students 
experienced, on average, an 11 percentile-point improvement in academic 
performance. 

The Benefits of Addressing SEL



How can SEL and school climate 
be leveraged in accountability and 
improvement systems?



Types of indicators in an an accountability 
and continuous improvement system

Federal • Reported for federal / state accountability systems
• Used to identify schools for improvement

State-reported • Reported for schools statewide 
• Used for state and local improvement

State-supported or 
locally selected

• Provided by state for voluntary use or adopted locally 
• Used for local improvement



How can we measure SEL and school climate? 
Where do measures fit in accountability systems?
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Measure Federal State-
reported

State-
supported 

or local

Student 
outcomes

School 
climate

SEL

Measure Federal State-
reported

State-
supported 

or local

Student 
outcomes

Suspension rates
Chronic absenteeism rates

X X X

School 
climate

SEL

Measure Federal State-
reported

State-
supported 

or local

Student 
outcomes

Suspension rates
Chronic absenteeism rates

X X X

School 
climate

Surveys of school climate 
and supports for SEL

X* X X

SEL

Measure Federal State-
reported

State-
supported 

or local

SEL

Surveys, observations, or 
performance assessments 
of students’ social-
emotional competencies

X

School 
climate

Surveys of school climate 
and supports for SEL

X* X X

Student 
outcomes

Suspension rates
Chronic absenteeism rates

X X X

*Only student surveys meet ESSA’s requirements.

Measure Federal State-
reported

State-
supported 

or local

SEL
Measures of students’ 
social-emotional 
competencies

X

School 
climate

Surveys of school climate 
and supports for SEL

X* X X

Student 
outcomes

Suspension rates
Chronic absenteeism rates

X X X



1. Support measures of students’ social and 
emotional competence for local use

2. Include measures of school climate, supports for 
SEL, & related outcomes in statewide reporting 
systems

3. Provide districts with well-validated measurement 
tools

4. Offer resources and technical assistance for data 
analysis and professional learning

State Role in Improving SEL and 
School Climate
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States Using School Climate Measures Under ESSA

Source: LPI, ESSA report. For updates, go to bit.ly/LPIupdates



Suspension Rates
• NM collects and reports data on suspension rates, though 

this is not a formal indicator in its accountability system.
Chronic Absenteeism
• NM’s chronic absenteeism indicator measures the 

percentage of students who are absent 10 or more days 
per school year.

School Climate
• NM uses student response data from an “Opportunity to 

Learn” survey that includes measures of a positive school 
climate and is administered to students in grades K-11 and 
their parents.

New Mexico School ESSA School 
Quality & Student Success Metrics
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Current New Mexico Climate 
Surveys

Quality of Education Survey provides parents the opportunity 
for anonymous feedback to PED about their child’s education

NM TEACH 
Teachers give input about instructional leadership of their principals 
Students give input about their learning experience with their 

individual teacher
Parents input about their child’s learning experience with their 

individual teacher.  

Tribal Educational Status Report shows survey percentage 
of parent, tribal, and community involvement activities

Opportunity to Learn (OTL) survey provides input from 
students on classroom practices and student attendance.



School Grading Report
Opportunity to Learn



Using school climate surveys to 
improve – New York City

Source: New York City Department of Education, http://schools.nyc.gov/Accountability/



Potential School Climate Tab
Option to link to local school climate reports

23 Source: New York City Department of Education (2017) .



Source: 5Essentials Survey, https://illinois.5-essentials.org/2017/

Using school climate surveys to 
improve – Illinois 
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School Climate Survey 
Instruments



School Grading Report
Opportunity to Learn

My teacher checks our understanding.

Never
Hardly Ever
Sometimes
Usually
Almost Always
Always



EDSCLS Overview
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EDSCLS Topic Areas
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SEL Student Survey Instruments





Using SEL Student Survey Data: Washoe 
County, NV



Using SEL Student Survey Data: 
Washoe County, NV



Using SEL Student Survey Data: 
Washoe County, NV
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Implementation Considerations

 Provide schools with resources and technical assistance to interpret school 
climate surveys and develop responses to what they find:

• Train staff in the analysis of the data they collect and the implementation 
of high-quality programs.

• Inform content of professional development.

• Make school organizational changes that support students’ development.

 State- and district-level support may include:

• Technical assistance or program development.

• Professional development content – including supporting teachers and 
leaders as social-emotional learners themselves.



Curriculum designs and instructional practices should:

 Integrate social and emotional learning with academics.

 Engage students in well-designed collaborative work around 
challenging problems gives them a sense of ownership over their 
own learning.

 Allow students to reflect on and revise their work in response to 
feedback to help them develop a growth mindset.

 Offer real-world, authentic projects that develop executive 
functioning, resourcefulness and the skills of learning to learn, 
preparing students for work in the 21st century.

Implementation Considerations



Learning Policy Institute Resources

Download reports 
learningpolicyinstitute.org/reports

Sign up for updates
bit.ly/LPIupdates

Follow LPI on Twitter
@LPI_Learning

Contact: 
Jennifer DePaoli
jdepaoli@learningpolicyinstitute.org
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