
 
 

 

 

February 10, 2021 

Dear New Mexico Legislator, 

These students populate our classes. There’s the boy who never turns on his camera during virtual 
Google Meets, despite gentle proddings to do so. There’s the girl who stayed on the Zoom session 
after her peers left to lament about how she misses her friends and is tired of staying indoors. There’s 
the family that we just cannot reach, whether it be via email or phone call. 

Our students’ mental health hangs in the balance these days. And educators are worried. 

According to an end-of-year analysis by the Legislative Finance Committee, New Mexico has one of the 
highest suicide rates in the nation. Coupled with a dearth of in-person learning since last March in many 
locales, the need for more counselors, social workers, and psychologists in our schools is paramount. 

Across the nation, there is a lack of these professionals employed by districts and charters, so says the 
American School Counselor Association. Before the pandemic struck, the group recommended a 250 
student to 1 counselor ratio. In the 2014-2015 school year, New Mexico’s ratio was 447 to 1, as stated 
in an ASCA report. 

With wellness checks amped up during the first half of the school year and the fallout of remote learning 
likely to intensify in months to come whether or not students return to physical classrooms this school 
year, that recommended 250:1 number likely needs to be recalculated. 

So why is it that $12 million earmarked for these positions went unspent by districts and charters last 
school year, according to a December 14 article in The Albuquerque Journal? 

We urge lawmakers to make this issue a priority during the 2021 legislative session. Provide funding for 
these crucial members of the education team and ensure that school districts and charters are using 
the money to make the hires. 

For sure, it is harder to gauge the well-being of our students when we only see them online or in person 
part of the week. We are confident that more counselors, social workers and psychologists who are 
trained in meeting the mental-health needs of our students will make the task less daunting. 

Thank you, 

Joe Dan Lovato - JoeDanLovato@gmail.com 
Kelly Pearce - kayleealbuquerque@gmail.com 
Christopher Vian - cvian87@gmail.com 
 
Teach Plus New Mexico Policy Fellows 

 

 

teachplus.org 
1

https://schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/Publications/ASCAEdTrustRHFactSheet.pdf
https://schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/Publications/ASCAEdTrustRHFactSheet.pdf
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/Publications/ratioreport.pdf
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/asca/media/asca/Publications/ratioreport.pdf
https://www.abqjournal.com/1526486/despite-covid19-nm-suicide-rate-is-steady-lfc-says.html


Dana Abrums, Chimayo 
Shannon Albores, Bloomfield 
Holly Anthony, Rio Rancho 
Janelle Aragon, Albuquerque 
Samantha Ashby, Albuquerque 
Emily Aversa, Silver City 
Pat Baca, Albuquerque 
Bernadine Baca Baca, Santa fe 
Gary Bass, Santa Fe 
Dawn Bilbrey, Albuquerque 
Margaret Bohlin, Roswell 
Amber Braden, Rio Rancho 
Juli Bray-Morris, MA, LPCC, Santa Fe 
Melanie Breckel, Hobbs 
Diane Brummell, Albuquerque 
Soni Buda-Thornburgh, Albuquerque 
Anna Burns, Hobbs 
Frankie Cansler, Reserve 
Stephanie Cardona, Las Cruces 
Jawna Carlo, Artesia 
Samantha Carmona, Las Cruces 
David Carmona, Las Cruces 
Ashley Carpenter, Edgewood 
Jessica Casarez, Albuquerque 
Antoinette Castanon, Silver City 
Patrick Cleveland, Eunice 
Jennifer Coca, Rio Rancho 
Deanna Cordova, Espanola 
Laura Cordova, Carlsbad 
Rebecca Cottone, Rio Rancho 
Zac Craig, Albuquerque 
Elizabeth Cramer, Albuquerque 
Judy Cruz, Las Cruces 
Aja Currey, Las Vegas 
Rose Ann Daltoso, Albuquerque 
Rebekah Deane, Aztec 
Desiree Deschenie, Farmington 
Kacie Desomer, Edgewood 
Bernadine Diaz, Las Cruces 

Kathryn Doss, Rio Rancho 
Denise Duran, Albuquerque 
Waldo Duran, Albuquerque 
Jaime Edwards, Bernalillo 
Nicole Erdelyi, Rio Rancho 
Elesha Fetrow, Albuquerque 
Laura Flores, Albuquerque 
Juliana Flores-Casaus, Albuquerque 
Darlene Fortier, Santa Fe 
Sarah Fresquez-Pena, Rio Rancho 
Jessie Fries-Kraemer, Albuquerque 
Ruth Gallegos, Farmington 
Jeanette Garcia, Roy 
Tina Garcia, Rio Rancho 
Melissa Gilpin, Albuquerque 
Kimberli Gomez, Las Cruces 
Antonio Gonzalez, El Paso 
Dustie Gonzalez, Clovis 
Megan Goodman, Albuquerque 
Sharon Goshorn, Rio Rancho 
Molly Gurule, Pena Blanca 
Katherine Hall, Albuquerque 
Cindy Hallmark, Rio Rancho 
Rhonda Harper, Albuquerque 
Cheryl Head, Hanover 
Allison Heneghan, Silver City 
Dan Hicks, Roswell 
Deborah Hill, Albuquerque 
Violet Hobbs, Lovington 
Jennifer M Holguin, La Mesa 
Angelina Holguin-Dotson, Las Cruces 
Sue Holland, Raton 
Thomas House, Santa Fe 
Terry Hummel, Alamogordo 
Jill Hutchinson-Bass, Santa Fe 
Rachel Hutson, Roswell 
Kiersten Jacoby, Bluewater Lake 
Debra Jim, Carlsbad 
PatrÃcia Jimenez-Latham, Rio Rancho 
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Dana Darby Johnson, Santa Fe 
Nancy Johnson, Carlsbad 
Daniel Jones, Shiprock 
Robert Karaba, Santa Fe 
H W Kelly, Ranchos de Taos 
Anne Kingsland, Rio Rancho 
Scott Knight, Silver City 
Danielle Kusmak, Tularosa 
Sylvia Laborin, Las Cruces 
Kayli Laney, Luna 
Elizabeth LeBlanc, Taos 
Larry Lee, Rio Rancho 
Jo Leiba-Jack, Farmington 
Javonna Leos, Mesilla 
Jennifer Lepisko, Silver City 
Michelle Lopez, Jal 
Joe Dan Lovato, Albuquerque 
Amy Love, Albuquerque 
Tennise Lucas, Albuquerque 
Jeneen Lujan, Santa Fe 
Juliana Lujan, Albuquerque 
Desiree Luttrell, Las Cruces 
Pauline Madrid Madrid, Tijeras 
Haley Maldonado, Roswell 
Caroline Marrufo, Santa Fe 
Rebekah Martinez, Las Cruces 
Angela McDowell, Las Cruces 
James McIntosh, Silver City 
Sharon McKim Walker, Rio Rancho 
Terri Meier, Rio Rancho 
Karli Mercure, Albuquerque 
Mallory Merritt, Dulce 
Celia Miller, Rio Rancho 
Silvia Miranda, Clovis 
Rebekah Mitchell, Portales 
Mary Monjaras, Deming 
Hope Morales, Roswell 
Jennifer Nilvo, Los Lunas 
Monica Nunez, Santa Teresa 
Rachel Ochoa, Albuquerque 

 
Loreyna Ojeda, Albuquerque 
Leah Olivas, Carlsbad 
Aubrey Osborne, Albuquerque 
Kristopher Otto, Hobbs 
Irene Pacheco, Las Cruces 
Melissa Padilla, Las cruces 
Yvonne Palmer, Las Cruces 
Aimee Parra, Las Cruces 
Bryan Pearson, Albuquerque 
Edward Pena, Bayard 
Edward Pena, Bayard 
Pamela Pereyra, TAOS 
Yesenia Perez, Albuquerque 
Mireya Perez Uribe, Albuquerque 
Kim Portillo, Hobbs 
Pamela Price, Santa Fe 
Andrea Quintana, Albuquerque 
Natalie Rainey, Clovis 
Laura Ramirez, Roswell 
Pete Rankin, Pinos Altos 
Sandra Ratajczak, Rio Rancho 
Vanessa Renteria, Ruidoso 
Susana Rios, Las Cruces 
Hannah Robinson, Las cruces 
Penny Rodriquez, Roswell 
Emily Romero, Los Ranchos 
Cherie Romero, Pojoaque 
Jessica Ruiz, Las Cruces 
Magdalena Saiz, Las Cruces 
Matthew Salas, Albuquerque 
Diana Salgado-Dow, Las Cruces 
Norma Sanchez, Anthony 
Martha Sanchez, Albuquerque 
Jessica Sanders, Rio Rancho 
Sonny Sapien, Albuquerque 
Sarah Schmidt, Albuquerque 
Maria Sheldon, Santa Fe 
Kylee Shurter, Rio Rancho 
Talia Sierra, Albuquerque 
Mignon Simitz, Roswell 
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Mary Skowlund, Rio Rancho 
Beth Smith, Roswell 
Robin Stevens, Hobbs 
Charity Stolworthy, Rio Rancho 
Rena Kay Stone, El Rito 
Kelli Summerbell, Rio Rancho 
Sylvia Laborin Sylvia Laborin, Las Cruces 
Angela Tellez, Las Cruces 
Beverly Tenorio, Las Cruces 
Andrea Thomas, Shiprock 
Lyndsey Thomas, Albuquerque 
Michaela Trujillo, Albuquerque 
Tera Uhl, Las Cruces 
Kathryn Vaz, Roswell 
Kiena Velazquez, Albuquerque 
Valerie Velhagen, Albuquerque 
Chris Vian, Gallup 
Deborah Vigil, Deming 
Leia Viscarra, Albuquerque 
Anna Weaver, Ruidoso 
Helen West, Shiprock 
Robert Wiebelhaus, Rio Rancho 
Jessica Wilson, Rio Rancho 
Mone Womble, Las Cruces 
Hannah Wynne, Silver City 
Antonio Zapata, Hatch 
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