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About the NM Sentencing Commission
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• 27 member commission chaired by Honorable Edward Chair (retd.) 

• Its mission is to provide impartial information, analysis, recommendations, and assistance 
from a coordinated cross-agency perspective, with an emphasis on maintaining public safety 
and making the best use of our criminal and juvenile justice resources. 

• Conduct both legislative analysis and research work to provide policy makers assessments of 
current programs and policies as well as proposed changes.

• We forecast the prison population for the New Mexico Corrections Department (NMCD).
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Some points before we look at NMCD prison 
population

• For the projection we look at total 
prison population. 
• Total prison population includes 

residence population as well as any 
inmates who are away from the 
facility.
• Inmates can be away for things like 

transit, medical care and court.
• Overall, around 3% are away, but 

will return and need a bed at the 
facility.

• My remarks will be limited to 
private prisons the are used by 
NMCD.
• There are other private facilities in 

NM that house offenders for the 
Federal Government.

New Mexico Sentencing Commission

Facility Operated by Federal Contracts Region Facility Capacity
Cibola County CoreCivic ICE, US Marshals NW 1,204                          
Otero County Prison Facility* MTC US Marshals, BOP, Army, 

Air Force
SW 814                               

Otero County Processing MTC ICE SW 1,089                          
Torrance County CoreCivic ICE, US Marshals NW 975                               

* Does not include beds contracted to NMCD
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NMCD Public Versus Private Capacity & 
Current Population
Male Capacity

• State Operated Capacity is 3,821
• Private Operated Capacity is 

3,163
Female Capacity 
• State Operated Capacity of 661

Male Total Population on 
9/12/2021
• State Operated 2,749
• Private Operated 2,478

Female Total Population
• State Operated 531
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Considerations

Capacity by classification level 
• Need to look at the number of beds by each classification level
• Extra beds may not be at the right classification

Reasonable Capacity
• Space may be needed to separate inmates
• Need for distancing
• Maintenance
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Monthly Population Change
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Fiscal Year Population Change
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Population Forecast
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