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DWS Fiscal Improvements

• Reduced administrative overhead to 
below 25%

• Vacancy rate down to 18%

• $6 million in federal funding for UI 
improvements

• Applying for infrastructure workforce 
grants

• USDOL Navigator Grant



DWS Budgetary Requests

• Continuing High School Career Counselors - 
$1.28M

• Continuing Be Pro Be Proud - $2.035M

• Continuing Pre-Apprenticeship - $1.213M

• Labor Relations Division staffing - $641,400
• Public works case loads have gone from 

70 to 92 per person
• Wage and Hour saw a 73% increase in 

Q1 FY24 comp. to Q1 FY23

• IT – Legally required wage & hour database - 
$100,000



Unemployment Claims

Total number unemployed includes population receiving unemployment insurance benefits. Total # unemployed are seasonally adjusted. 
Source: LAUS. Claimants receiving unemployment insurance benefits comes from the ETA 203 reports. May 2020 - February 2022 represent 
data from the MTX report and represents counts of claimants receiving Unemployment Benefits the week of the 19th of the month.
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Total Number Unemployed 
September 2023: 36,171



Sources: Estimated employment gap uses U.S. BLS Job Opening & Labor Turnover (JOLTS) seasonally adjusted job openings data and advertised 
job openings from WCOS. Unemployed data are seasonally adjusted and comes from the LAUS program. Sept 2023 data are preliminary. 

Estimated Employment Gap

September 2023 
Estimated 

Employment Gap: 
36,500

September 2023 
# Unemployed: 

36,171
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Early September 2021: End 
of additional UI benefits

End of February 2023: End 
of Medicaid Continuous 

Coverage

End of March 2023: End of 
SNAP Emergency 

Allotments

NM’s Labor Force Participation Rate Since January 2020

LFPR is seasonally adjusted. 
Sept 2023 data are preliminary. 
Source: BLS

LFPR
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End of additional UI benefits  End of Medicaid 
Continuous Coverage 

End of SNAP 
Emergency 
←  Allotments



Source: CES, seasonally adjusted. Sept 2023 preliminary

Employment Gains

Jobs Gained or (Lost) By Industry: February 2020 compared to September 2023 (prelim)

7

Total Non-Farm Employment
February 2020

861,800

September 2023 (prelim)
871,700

+9,500 jobs
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