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The Importance of High-Quality Data

“States need data infrastructure that 
meets the needs of all of their education 
and workforce communities—including 
educators and institutional leaders, 
students and families, local and state 
education and workforce agencies, 
policymakers, and the broader public.”

- The Data Quality Campaign
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 Educators need data to guide instruction

 School leaders need data to build school-wide instructional 
supports

 Community partners need data to understand gaps in education 
service and tailor supports and out-of-school time opportunities

 Families need data to make informed decisions about their 
children’s educational journeys

 Legislators need data evaluate the impact of their investments 
and understand progress toward long-term goals 

The purpose of data is to support individuals in answering questions and making decisions. 

https://dataqualitycampaign.org/our-work/policy-areas/data-systems-that-work/


Roles of PED
Assessments, Research, Evaluation, 

and Accountability (AREA) Bureau

Provide technical assistance to administer 
assessments

Analyze and publicize assessment data and 
graduation results

Use assessment data and graduation results 
to assign school support designations

Use designations to make awards to schools 
to support improvement activities
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Information Technology Bureau

Validate school data submissions

Store and warehouse data 

Connections between district SISs and 
state data wareouse

Maintain PED website 
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LESC Adaptive Policymaking Cycle

Plan

Research, 
Analysis, & 
Feedback

Budget 
and Policy 
Proposals

Evaluate 
Results

 The role of LESC is to study issues in public 
education and build consensus

 LESC engages in a continuous cycle of 
adaptive policymaking

 LESC upholds several values during its 
interim study of public education:
 Engaging and uplifting stakeholders and communities
 Summarizing leading national research
 Creating high-quality original data analysis
 Linking research to in well-informed budget and policy 

proposals



LESC Research Agenda
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LESC staff plan to use student 
outcome data to monitor the 
impact of specific legislative 
investments.

Several programs created and 
scaled-up by the legislature over 
the past few years are due for 
evaluation.

Student 
Outcomes

Family 
Income 
Index

Community 
Schools

Structured 
Literacy and 

LETRS

K-12 Plus 
and 

Additional 
School Time

Career-
Technical 
Education

Teacher 
Residencies 

and 
Mentorship
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https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LESC/Default
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https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LESC/Default
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https://newmexicolesc.shinyapps.io/DistrictDashboard/
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https://newmexicolesc.shinyapps.io/DistrictDashboard/
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LESC District Dashboard
Current Functionalities:
 District-level data

 Student enrollment and demographics

 Proficiency and achievement gaps over time

 District budget and expenditures by 
category

 District cash balances

 Teacher workforce

 Facility Conditions
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Future Functionalities:
 State-level data

 School-level data

 Cross-cut by Legislative districts

 Data from LESC interim work:
 Measures of student growth

 Impact of programs (community schools, FII, 
structured literacy, bilingual, etc.)

 School calendars and learning time

 Class loads

 Differentiated measures of student success



Education Data Governance
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New Mexico has a wealth of data knowledge across its state agencies, but data systems are 
being developed in silos.

There is no formal structure to ensure data systems are developed to meet the state’s needs.

A data governance structure could…

 Facilitate and streamline work on outstanding data projects

 Build shared goals for the state’s educational data systems

 Build a formal structure for cross-agency decisions

 Clearly define roles and responsibilities of individual agencies

 Create a path to completion for outstanding data projects, including Project Nova, the 
Statewide Longitudinal Data System, or the Early Childhood Integrated Data System (ECIDS)
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An example model of effective 
data governance:

Kentucky 
Center for Statistics
An independent, statutorily-
created state office created to 
oversee the Kentucky Longitudinal 
Data System. 

The center manages data from K-
12, early childhood, higher 
education, educator preparation 
programs, and workforce 
development. 

The center turns the data into 
usable policy reports designed to 
provide actionable data to 
policymakers in a timely fashion. 

https://kystats.ky.gov/About/History


Thank you!
We value your feedback – the dashboard and website are designed 

to serve YOU. 

Please send questions and feedback to…

Tim Bedeaux  |  Tim.Bedeaux@nmlegis.gov
Q & A
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