
TENTATIVE AGENDA
for the 

FIFTH MEETING
of the

LEGISLATIVE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

September 28, 2026
Alex Sanchez Hall, Room 75

Doña Ana Community College
3400 South Espina Street

Las Cruces

September 29-30, 2026
Burrell College of Health Sciences
3501 Arrowhead Drive, Room 208

Las Cruces

October 1, 2026
Mimbres Valley Special Events Center

2300 East Pine Street
Deming

Monday, September 28 — Las Cruces

9:30 a.m. Call to Order and Introductions
—Representative Elizabeth "Liz" Thomson, Chair
—Senator Linda M. López, Vice Chair

9:45 a.m. (1) Welcome to New Mexico State University
—TBD
—TBD

10:45 a.m. (2) Legislative Finance Committee (LFC) Report:  Suicide Prevention
—Emily Hilla, Fiscal Analyst, LFC

11:45 a.m. Public comment*

12:00 noon Lunch

1:00 p.m. (3) TBD
—TBD

2:00 p.m. (4) Behavioral Health Reform and Investment Act Implementation Update
—Harry Rommel, Legislative Health and Human Services Committee

(LHHS) Fiscal Analyst, LFC

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=1
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=2
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=3
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=4


2:30 p.m. (5) Health Care Delivery and Access Act Impact on Hospitals
—Harry Rommel, LHHS Fiscal Analyst, LFC

3:30 p.m. (6) Mimbres Valley Medical Center Update
—Duke Young, Chief Executive Officer, Mimbres Valley Medical Center

4:30 p.m. Recess

Tuesday, September 29 — Las Cruces

9:30 a.m. (7) Burrell College of Health Sciences Update
—John Hummer, President, Burrell College of Health Sciences

10:30 a.m. (8) The Hazards of Heat
—Charles Goodmacher, M.A., Policy Advisor, Healthy Climate New

Mexico
—Ashley Proud, M.Sc., L.L.M., Executive Director, Healthy Climate New

Mexico

11:45 a.m. Public Comment*

12:00 noon Lunch

1:00 p.m. (9) Update on Pharmaceutical Trends
—RubyAnn Esquibel, Principal Analyst, LFC
—Harry Rommel, LHHS Fiscal Analyst, LFC

2:00 p.m. (10) Expanding Clinical Pharmacy Access in Rural Areas
—Donald Godwin, Dean, University of New Mexico College of Pharmacy

3:00 p.m. (11) Families and Youth Innovations Plus Update
—Logan Howard, L.M.S.W., Director of Impact and Public Policy, Families

and Youth Innovations Plus

4:00 p.m. Recess

Wednesday, September 30 — Las Cruces

9:00 a.m. (12) Bold Futures New Mexico Update
—Micha Bitsinnie, Policy Manager, Bold Futures New Mexico
—Kat Sánchez, Policy Director, Bold Futures New Mexico

10:00 a.m. (13) Meeting the Needs of People Experiencing Homelessness
—Nicole Martinez, Executive Director, Mesilla Valley Community of Hope

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=5
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=6
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=7
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=8
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=9
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=10
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=11
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=12
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Committee/Handouts?CommitteeCode=LHHS&Date=9/28/2026&ItemNumber=13


11:00 a.m. (14) Crisis Intervention Services
—Michael Daniels, Chief, Las Cruces Fire Department

12:00 noon Lunch

1:00 p.m. (15) Behavioral Health Reform and Investment Act Implementation
Update:  Behavioral Health Region 3
—Athena Huckaby, M.P.H., Special Project Manager, Health and Human

Services, Doña Ana County

2:00 p.m. (16) Mitigating Harm in the Child Welfare System
—TBD

3:00 p.m. Public Comment*

3:15 p.m. Recess

Thursday, October 1 — Deming

9:30 a.m. (17) Behavioral Health Updates
—Shauna Hartley, L.C.S.W., Executive Director, Opioid Remediation

Collaborative of New Mexico
—Manuel Ortega, Clinical Director, Recovery Management Center
—Gloria Jarrot, Quality Assurance Director, Recovery Management Center
—Lidia Vega Chavira, Executive Director, Desert Oasis Reentry and

Wraparound Center

10:45 a.m. (18) Meeting the Needs of Seniors in Rural New Mexico
—Barbara Rios, Finance Manager, Deming Luna County Senior Center
—Tisha Green, County Manager, Hidalgo County
—Kelly Peterson, Commissioner, Hidalgo County Board of County

Commissioners
—Aimee Essary, President, Rodeo Community Association

12:00 noon (19) Rural Emergency Medical Services and Fire Update
—Joe Owen, Chief, Fire and Emergency Medical Services Department, City

of Deming

1:00 p.m. Public Comment*

1:15 p.m. Adjourn

*Members of the public may make virtual public comments during the public comment period of
the meeting by following the instructions under the "Additional Information" section of the
LHHS web page.
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If you have a disability and require assistance with accessing a meeting, please click here to
request an accommodation.  You may also call Robin Garrison at (505) 986-4685 or email
ada.assist@nmlegis.gov.  Please help us prepare your accommodation by submitting your
request at least three (3) business days prior to the meeting or as soon as possible.  Requests
made with less than a 24-hour notice cannot be guaranteed.

https://www.nmlegis.gov/AccessibilityAccommodations/
https://www.nmlegis.gov/AccessibilityAccommodations/
mailto:ada.assist@nmlegis.gov

