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Introduction

Introduction

Despite economic uncertainty and continued shifts in federal education policy, New Mexico lawmakers continued 
to make additional investments in public education during the 2026 legislative session, including taking a 
major step in funding employee health insurance, providing funding for an increase to educator compensation, 
and increasing funding for career and technical education. In total, the Legislature appropriated $4.6 billion to 
the state equalization guarantee, funds that flow directly to school districts and charter schools, a 2.5 percent 
increase from FY26. It also appropriated about $230 million in nonrecurring funds for a variety of education 
initiatives.

The Legislature also took action to better understand and regulate distance learning programs, especially those 
run by for-profit companies that have prompted concerns about the quality and cost of virtual learning. And 
following years of increased funding and efforts to improve literacy and math instruction, lawmakers codified 
school-level practices to better identify struggling students, notify parents about progress, and provide appropriate 
interventions.

Overall, the Legislature passed more than a dozen education-related bills during the 30-day session, including 
many of those endorsed by the Legislative Education Study Committee (LESC). In addition to legislation increasing 
employers’ share of insurance premiums and clarifying reading and math practices, lawmakers also passed 
LESC-endorsed bills that created an office of special education at the Public Education Department (PED) and 
increased stipends for postbaccalaureate teacher residents.

Legislative efforts continue to be informed by the ongoing Martinez-Yazzie consolidated sufficiency lawsuit, and 
while members debated proposals during the 2026 session, the 1st Judicial District Court considered a remedial 
action plan PED submitted last fall. Plaintiffs in the lawsuit continue to argue the plan does not meet court 
requirements or address the original findings in the case. It could be months before the court makes a decision 
about next steps.

The uncertain outcome of the ongoing legal battle meant the Legislature did not have any clear legislative 
recommendations from a court-ordered plan. Instead, lawmakers adopted budget and policy proposals 
influenced by the LESC Roadmap, the Legislative Finance Committee’s recommendations, and the executive’s 
budget proposal. The varying and sometimes disparate recommendations, along with an upcoming gubernatorial 
election, prompted several pieces of legislation calling for governance changes, and, in the case of House 
Memorial 30, a study aimed at defining clear long-term goals and actions for education in the state, as well as 
clarifying the roles and responsibilities of stakeholders in the system.

The end of each legislative session brings both a sense of accomplishment and change, as well continued 
evaluation of what to do next. The 2026 legislative session was no different. Lawmakers made significant changes 
intended to improve instruction, provide additional resources to school districts and charters, and provide 
more opportunities for New Mexico’s students. But despite improving literacy and graduation outcomes, math 
proficiency rates remain stubbornly stagnant and there continue to be gaps between historically underserved 
students and their peers. There is more work to do.

The following Post-Session Review provides background information about major topics in education, how the 
Legislature acted to address these issues during the 2026 session, and considerations for the 2026 interim, as 
LESC and the broader Legislature continue their efforts to improve New Mexico’s education system.
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Public School Finance

Introduction
For FY27, the Consensus Revenue Estimating Group projected $13.9 billion in general fund revenue, an increase 
of $530.2 million from FY26 and $3.1 billion more than recurring general fund appropriations in FY26. In the 
2026 legislative session, the Legislature leveraged those additional funds to support targeted increases in state 
government operations, with general fund recurring appropriations totaling $11.2 billion, an increase of 3.1 
percent over FY26. A theme of turning “today’s dollars into tomorrow’s dollars” continued in the 2026 legislative 
session, with the Legislature directing more money toward endowment funds and multiyear pilot programs.

Session Action
For FY27, the Legislature authorized a modest increase in public school support, with most of that additional 
investment being in compensation and benefits for public school personnel.

General Appropriation Act of 2026

The General Appropriation Act (GAA) includes $4.9 billion for public school support, an increase of $114.4 
million, or 2.4 percent, over FY26. Public schools account for 43 percent of total recurring FY27 general fund 
appropriations, down from 44 percent in FY26. As shown in Table 1: FY27 GAA and Feed Bill Recurring General 
Fund Appropriations, the 2.4 percent increase for public schools is smaller than the year-over-year increase 
in recurring general fund appropriations of 3.1 percent, with only health, hospitals, human services, and the 
Legislature receiving a lower percentage increase in recurring general fund appropriations. See Appendix E: 
Recurring General Fund Appropriations.
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For FY27, the Consensus Revenue Estimating Group projected $13.9 billion in general fund revenue, an increase 
of $530.2 million from FY26 and $3.1 billion more than recurring general fund appropriations in FY26. In the 
2026 legislative session, the Legislature leveraged those additional funds to support targeted increases in state 
government operations, with general fund recurring appropriations totaling $11.2 billion, an increase of 3.1 
percent over FY26. A theme of turning “today’s dollars into tomorrow’s dollars” continued in the 2026 legislative 
session, with the Legislature directing more money toward endowment funds and multiyear pilot programs.  

Session Action 
For FY27, the Legislature authorized a modest increase in public school support, with most of that additional 
investment being in compensation and benefits for public school personnel.   

General Appropriation Act of 2026 

The General Appropriation Act (GAA) includes $4.9 billion for public school support, an increase of $114.4 
million, or 2.4 percent, over FY26. Public schools account for 43 percent of total recurring FY27 general fund 
appropriations, down from 44 percent in FY26. As shown in  TTaabbllee  11::  FFYY2277  GGAAAA  aanndd  FFeeeedd  BBiillll  RReeccuurrrriinngg  GGeenneerraall  
FFuunndd  AApppprroopprriiaattiioonnss, the 2.4 percent increase for public schools is smaller than the year-over-year increase in 
recurring general fund appropriations of 3.1 percent, with only health, hospitals, human services, and the 
Legislature receiving a lower percentage increase in recurring general fund appropriations. See AAppppeennddiixx  EE::  
RReeccuurrrriinngg  GGeenneerraall  FFuunndd  AApppprroopprriiaattiioonnss.  

State Equalization Guarantee  

For FY27, the Legislature appropriated $4.6 billion to the state equalization guarantee (SEG)—the state’s public 
school funding formula—including $1.5 million from driver’s license fees. The recurring appropriation to the SEG 
represents an increase of $112.7 million, or 2.5 percent, compared with FY26. Although discretionary, some 

AAggeennccyy  CCaatteeggoorryy  
FFYY2266  OOppeerraatt iinngg  

BBuuddggeett 22002266  GGAAAA
DDooll llaarr  

CChhaannggee  
PPeerrcceenntt   
CChhaannggee  

Legislature $54,455.9 $55,585.6 $1,129.7 2.1%

Judicial $477,731.1 $495,108.1 $17,377.0 3.6%

General Control $218,601.5 $234,363.1 $15,761.6 7.2%

Commerce and Industry $110,344.2 $115,095.7 $4,751.5 4.3%

Agriculture, Energy and Natural Resources $137,393.5 $146,824.8 $9,431.3 6.9%

Health, Hospitals, and Human Services $3,032,423.3 $3,082,023.3 $49,600.0 1.6%

Public Safety $583,622.7 $609,095.8 $25,473.1 4.4%

Public Schools $4,769,371.9 $4,883,786.5 $114,414.6 2.4%

Higher Education $1,441,803.7 $1,517,951.0 $76,147.3 5.3%

Compensation* $0.0 $26,006.0 $26,006.0 N/A

TTOOTTAALL $$1100,,882255,,774477..88 $$1111,,116655,,883399..99 $$334400,,009922..11 33..11%%

*Includes all state employees except public school employees who are included in the public schools agency category. 

Source: LESC Files

TTaabbllee  11::  FFYY2277  GGAAAA  aanndd  FFeeeedd  BBiill ll   RReeccuurrrriinngg  GGeenneerraall  FFuunndd  AApppprroopprriiaattiioonnss
(in thousands) 
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SEG appropriations are accompanied by language specifying particular programs and initiatives, which can be 
found in section 4, subsection K (Public School Support) of the GAA.

Educator Pay and Benefits. For FY27, the Legislature increased compensation and benefits for all public school 
employees, with the SEG appropriation including $73.2 million to implement Laws 2026, Chapter 52 (House 
Bill 47), an LESC-endorsed bill that increased employer health premium contributions to 80 percent for all 
public school personnel. Separately, Laws 2026, Chapter 69 (Senate Bill 151) also included a $36.2 million 
appropriation to the SEG comparable to an average 1 percent increase in public school personnel compensation, 
as well as $662 thousand for a 1 percent increase in transportation personnel compensation.

Categorical Appropriations

The Legislature appropriated $178.1 million for categorical appropriations from the general fund, an increase of
$3 million, or 1.7 percent, from FY26. Categorical appropriations are found in section 4, subsection K of the GAA, 
and include the transportation distribution, out-of-state tuition, the Indian education fund, and standards-based 
assessments.

The entirety of the increase in spending for categorical programs is in the transportation distribution, with flat 
appropriations for standards-based assessments, and $20 million for the Indian education fund. 

Transportation Distributions. The Legislature appropriated $144 million from the general fund for public school 
transportation, a 2.1 percent increase from FY26. The transportation distribution includes $1.3 million for 
employers to pay at least 80 percent of transportation employees’ health insurance premium contributions.

Public Education Department

The Legislature appropriated $27 million to the Public Education Department (PED) for the department’s 
operations, an increase of $768.7 thousand from FY26. While PED received an increase in its topline agency 
budget, the department has stated the Legislature’s appropriation is not sufficient to appropriately implement 
statutory requirements, including that which requires state agencies to pay at least 80 percent of the group 
health insurance premiums for agency employees. Much of the increase to the department’s operating budget 
is intended to strengthen PED oversight with the goal of improving compliance with the consolidated Martinez- 
Yazzie education sufficiency lawsuit, and to improve PED’s capacity to support school districts, charter schools, 
and external stakeholders.

Recurring general fund appropriations for special programs decreased by $2 million, or 2.8 percent, from FY26.
The $68.2 million appropriation from the general fund for special programs includes $14 million for early literacy
and reading support, $5 million for school leader professional development, $2 million for literacy coaches, $1.5
million for regional education cooperatives, and $42.2 million for universal school meals.

There were also substantial general fund appropriations to nonrecurring special programs in FY27, totaling $137
million, a decrease of 55 percent from FY26. Among the nonrecurring general fund appropriations to PED were 
$29 million for reading and math intervention programs, $20 million for educator fellows, $14.6 million for 
literacy coaches for schools in the lowest quartile of reading proficiency, $10 million for summer internships, $4
million for special education initiatives, $3 million for the science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) 
network, and $3 million for science, technology, engineering, art, and math (STEAM) initiatives.

Public Education Reform Fund

In FY26, the public education reform fund (PERF) became a source of multiyear funding for pilot programs 
that will be evaluated for impact on student achievement. To support the creation of three new multiyear pilot 
programs, the Legislature appropriated $89.7 million to PERF for FY27. These pilot programs include $21.6 
million for innovation zones, $18.3 million for community schools, and $15.3 million for high-impact tutoring. As
required by Laws 2025, Chapter 72 (Senate Bill 201), each of these programs will be evaluated for their impact 
on student outcomes at the end of their appropriation period in FY29, and could potentially be extended for 
additional time to gather more data. Other one-year appropriations from the PERF include $20 million for out-

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/26 Regular/final/HB0047.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/26 Regular/final/SB0151.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/25 Regular/final/SB0201.pdf
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of-school learning programs and $2 million for implementing the Martinez-Yazzie Action Plan, which is pending 
court approval at the time of writing.

Road Ahead
During the 2025 interim, the LESC held comprehensive discussions regarding the vision of the committee for 
public school support. This work culminated in committee endorsement of the LESC FY27 public school support
recommendation on January 19, 2026. The Legislature ultimately enacted several of the recommendations that
were included in the LESC-endorsed public school support scenario, including the adoption of an 80/20 health 
premium cost-share model for public school employees, an increase in public school personnel compensation, 
initial investments in local long-term planning, and multiyear appropriations for high-impact tutoring. For the 
upcoming 2026 interim, several projects are intended to build on this work and include:

Developing the Annual Recommendation for Public School Support. As the 2026 interim begins, LESC staff will
build on the prior interim’s budgeting process, with the intention of holding comprehensive discussions with LESC 
members on what they individually and collectively envision for public school support in FY28. Like the 2025 
interim process, these conversations will culminate in an LESC FY28 recommendation for public school support 
that builds on the progress from the 2026 legislative session and addresses ongoing challenges in New Mexico’s 
public education system.

Consolidation of Public Employee Insurance Programs. Laws 2026, Chapter 52, (House Bill 47) requires the 
consolidation of the health insurance programs in Albuquerque Public Schools (APS) and the New Mexico Public 
Schools Insurance Authority (NMPSIA) by July 1, 2027. House Bill 47 (HB47) also requires LESC staff to study 
whether NMPSIA should be subsequently consolidated with the health insurance programs offered by the Health 
Care Authority (HCA). During the 2026 interim, LESC staff will collaborate with the Legislative Finance Committee 
(LFC), NMPSIA, APS, HCA, and other agencies in completing the study and reporting findings to the Legislature.

Distance Learning. Distance learning is a growing model of instruction throughout the state that plays a unique 
role in serving students with distinct needs. Laws 2026, Chapter 8 (House Bill 253) was the first statutory 
revision related to distance learning programs since the creation of the Cyber Academy Act in 2007. One of the 
bill’s provisions included a requirement that LESC comprehensively study distance learning programs or similar 
programs and assess the outcomes of students enrolled in the programs, with a particular focus on students in 
kindergarten through fifth grade, the cost of operating the programs and recommendations for further legislative 
action. LESC staff is required to complete this report in collaboration with PED and LFC by November 1, 2026.

Strategic Resource Management in School Finances. The concept of adequacy continues to be a defining 
theme in the Martinez-Yazzie consolidated education sufficiency lawsuit, particularly in whether the Legislature’s 
appropriation to the SEG meets the unique and complex needs of all students. In addition to this recurring theme 
of adequacy, there are also considerations around how school districts and charter schools are leveraging the 
funding they have right now to serve students, and how they’re navigating long-term challenges, such as declining 
enrollment. As the Legislature continues to balance ensuring adequacy in funding and meeting the long-term 
needs of students, LESC staff will assess whether there are fiscal, programmatic, or institutional barriers that are 
preventing comprehensive approaches to addressing the long-term needs of students.

2026 Post-Session Review
Public School Finance

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/26 Regular/final/HB0047.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/26 Regular/final/HB0253.pdf
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Introduction 
Sound education governance provides the foundation for effective long-term education planning, shaping how 
policy, funding, and accountability systems are designed to work together to achieve sustained improvement 
in New Mexico’s education system. Effective governance necessitates clearly defined roles and responsibilities 
across all levels of the education system and the capacity to carry forward shared strategies over time. In this 
way, governance is not only about structures and entities, but about enabling alignment and coordination among 
these to translate legislative intent into durable outcomes for students and educators.

In recent years, long-term planning has become an important focus for policymakers and LESC staff as the state 
continues its efforts to advance a more coordinated, long-term vision for public education and also address 
the Martinez-Yazzie consolidated education sufficiency lawsuit. LESC staff analysis has consistently identified 
that sustained progress requires a coherent, system-level approach that connects legislative priorities, agency 
implementation, and local practice. This includes coordinated engagement among state agencies, the Legislature, 
tribal governments, school districts, charter schools, educators, families, and community partners to establish a 
shared vision for the state’s education system. 

Session Action
The 2026 legislative session continued to reflect a focus on creating systems that enable effective long-term 
education planning. While the Legislature did not pursue major structural changes to the state’s governance 
system, lawmakers advanced policies and memorials that reinforce the state’s role in oversight and coordination, 
while also directing further study of long-term planning and governance issues. 

Enacted LESC-Endorsed Measures
The LESC endorsed nine proposals for the 2026 legislative session. Of these, five LESC-endorsed bills were 
enacted. Each of the bills was designed to strengthen key parts of the state’s education system in alignment with 
the LESC Roadmap, particularly related to the educator workforce and academic design. The LESC Roadmap 
increasingly serves as an important framework to understand how legislative proposals and funding impact the 
state’s education system in an aligned, research-driven, and intentional way. See Figure 1: LESC Roadmap for 
more details. LESC-endorsed bills that were enacted during the 2026 legislative session include:

	 •  Laws 2026, Chapter 57 (House Bill 30, Teacher Residency Act Changes): Indexes teacher 
resident stipends to level 1 teacher salaries, allows teacher residents to complete their teaching 
commitment in any public school in New Mexico, and clarifies hiring expectations in schools where 
teacher residents work. See the Educator Workforce section (page 12) for more details. 

	 •  Laws 2026, Chapter 52 (House Bill 47, School Employee Insurance Changes): Requires school 
districts and charter schools to pay at least 80 percent of group health insurance premiums of all 
public school employees. See the Public School Finance section (page 5) for more details.

	 •  Laws 2026, Chapter 53 (Senate Bill 29, Math Requirements for Teaching License): Creates 
a statewide framework to address mathematics instruction and requires individuals seeking an 
elementary teaching license or a secondary mathematics teaching endorsement to complete at 
least six hours of mathematics methods courses. See the Academic Design section (page 20) for 
more details. 

	 •  Laws 2026, Chapter 54 (Senate Bill 37, High Quality Literacy Instruction Act): Creates the High 
Quality Literacy Instruction Act to expand evidence-based reading supports for students including 
requiring all literacy instruction in kindergarten through third grade to use high-quality instructional 
materials and creating a system for student screening and family notification. See the Academic 
Design section (page 19) for more details.

Long-Term Education Planning and Governance
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	 •	 Laws 2026, Chapter 55 (Senate Bill 64, Create Office of Special Education): Creates the Special 
Education Act and codifies the Office of Special Education at PED, including clarifying the office’s 
responsibilities and duties. See the Academic Design section (page 17) for more details.

Education Governance Study
House Memorial 30 (HM30), which passed during the 2026 legislative session, requests LESC to conduct a 
comprehensive study on statewide education governance and long-term planning. The memorial asks LESC to 
convene a broad, cross-sector working group—including state agencies, educators, tribal representatives, and 
community organizations, as well as additional members identified by LESC members—to support the study. 
Findings and recommendations are requested by November 30, 2026.

LESC staff analysis of the memorial notes, while New Mexico has developed multiple education plans and 
frameworks with substantial alignment in priorities, the state continues to face challenges in establishing 
cohesive systems to effectively implement those shared goals. The study requested by HM30 is intended to 
examine options for improving system alignment and long-term planning, including the potential creation of a 
statewide education commission to establish shared goals and metrics, strategies to strengthen coherence and 
capacity across the education system, and the role of long-term planning in supporting the state’s response to 
the Martinez-Yazzie lawsuit. It also calls for consideration of the fiscal, statutory, and staffing implications of 
potential governance changes. 

LESC staff have studied other state models to provide insights into long-term educational planning, showcasing 
approaches that emphasize systemic reform, collaboration, and future readiness. Common elements among 
these models include the establishment of statewide work groups, commissions, or councils to develop cohesive 
visions and align education systems with economic and workforce goals. These have been created in states 
including Nevada, Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Maryland. The work of HM30 will include evaluation of how these 
commissions have worked in other states to inform how such a commission could operate in New Mexico.

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=H&legType=M&legNo=30&year=26
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Multiyear Public Education Reform Fund Appropriations
In the 2025 legislative session, the Legislature converted an existing fund to create a multiyear funding source 
for education programs that could benefit from the stability of year-over-year funding while also being evaluated 
for impacts to determine if these initiatives should be continually funded as part of the state’s education system. 
These changes happened in Laws 2025, Chapter 72 (Senate Bill 201), an LFC-endorsed bill, which converted 
the state’s existing public education reform fund (PERF) into the fiscal vehicle that funds appropriations for three 
consecutive fiscal years. Now, PERF-funded initiatives that receive three years of funding must be evaluated for 
impacts on student outcomes, with an emphasis on causal evaluation when possible. 

This effort toward multiyear funding support is an important innovation in the Legislature’s appropriations 
process. The Legislature has heard concerns for years that “below-the-line” items are most often administered 
as grant programs, which can create uncertainty about long-term access to the funds. This uncertainty can also 
lead to challenges in school districts and charter schools having sufficient capacity to implement programs. By 
offering consistent funding that removes the need for school districts and charter schools to apply for grant-
based funding, multiyear funding offers an opportunity to test the role of stable funding in offering promising 
programs that can benefit New Mexico’s students and teachers. 

In the initial year of multiyear PERF funding (FY26 through FY28), five initiatives were funded at a total cost of 
$61.8 million. During the 2026 legislative session, the 2026 General Appropriation Act (GAA) included funding 
for three initiatives, at a total cost of $55.2 million. See Table 1: Multiyear PERF-Funded Projects. Projects 
funded for FY27-FY29 include:

	 •	 Community Schools: Total funding of $18.3 million, or $6.1 million each fiscal year;

	 •	 Career and Technical Education (CTE) Innovation Zones: Total funding of $21.6 million, or $7.2 
million each year; and

	 •	 High-Impact Tutoring: Total funding of $15.3 million, or $5.1 million each year.

State School Board Proposals
Beginning in the 2023 legislative session, lawmakers began to introduce joint resolutions to return the state’s 
education governance system to a state school board. These resolutions proposed varying forms of a structure 
similar to the one that existed prior to a 2003 constitutional amendment that created the state’s current 
governance structure, whereby PED is led by a cabinet-level secretary of public education who responds directly 
to the governor. Members continued to introduce this idea in each legislative session since 2023, sometimes 
with numerous proposals in a single legislative session, although none of these measures have passed to date.

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=201&year=25
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During the 2026 legislative session, lawmakers introduced Senate Joint Resolution 3 (SJR3), which proposed 
amending the New Mexico State Constitution to create an appointed state board that would also appoint a 
“superintendent of public instruction.” While the measure was heard in two Senate committees, it failed to 
advance out of the Senate Education Committee. Nonetheless, New Mexico has been engaged in an active 
conversation about what kind of structure could stabilize education leadership in New Mexico. 

In LESC analysis of each of the proposed joint resolutions since 2023, LESC staff have pointed out replacing 
the secretary of education with a superintendent of public instruction could potentially have stabilizing effects 
on state education leadership and provide a buffer from political motives. Since the transition to a secretary of 
education in 2003, New Mexico has had eight education secretaries compared with three state superintendents 
between 1963 and 2002. Still, LESC staff also point out there is no clear relationship between student outcomes 
and state governance structures upon review of information from the National Association of State Boards of 
Education, a nonpartisan nonprofit that serves as a membership organization for state boards of education. 

Additional Budgetary Items
In addition to the proposals mentioned above, the 2026 GAA also includes $2 million from PERF to PED to 
support Martinez-Yazzie action plan implementation. In 2026, PED submitted an action plan to address the 
lawsuit to the 1st Judicial District Court. 

As of writing, the court has not approved the action plan developed by PED. In February 2026, plaintiffs in the 
lawsuit filed a joint motion for further relief, asking the 1st Judicial District Court to reject PED’s action plan in 
favor of a rewrite. This was followed by a March 2026 response by PED to deny plaintiff’s motion to draft a new 
version of its plan. Plaintiffs now have another 30 days to respond to PED’s motion.

The $2 million appropriation is contingent on a final court order for the funds to become available to PED. 

Road Ahead
Future success in New Mexico’s education system requires planning that serves two connected timelines 
and needs: addressing urgent needs related to the Martinez-Yazzie ruling and other system needs, while also 
charting a path for an education system that fosters long-term success of New Mexico’s young people, healthy 
communities, and vibrant economic possibilities. To this end, LESC staff have identified three items related to 
long-term educational planning for the 2026 interim:

Education Governance Study. As requested by HM30, LESC staff will conduct a comprehensive study of 
statewide education governance and long-term educational planning. This work will include convening a working 
group and examining options to strengthen system alignment, including completing systems mapping of New 
Mexico’s education structure and evaluating the role, structure, and function of a potential statewide education 
commission.

Refining the LESC Roadmap. LESC staff will continue to refine the LESC Roadmap to ensure it remains grounded 
in the committee’s vision for education and is informed by research, evidence, and community perspectives. This 
work will include revisiting the LESC Roadmap as a tool to support long-term planning, evaluate legislative policy 
and budget proposals, and ensure alignment with statewide priorities to improve outcomes for students.

Monitoring the Martinez-Yazzie Lawsuit. LESC staff will continue to monitor the state’s response to the Martinez-
Yazzie lawsuit, including ongoing court actions and development of an action plan. 

https://www.nasbe.org/state-education-governance/
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=H&legType=M&legNo=30&year=26
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=JR&legNo=3&year=26
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Educator Workforce

Introduction 
Recognizing a wealth of research shows teachers impact student learning outcomes more than any other school-
related factor, preparing, supporting, and retaining our state’s teachers remains a key focus of LESC. During the 
2026 legislative session, this was seen in legislative action to increase stipends for postbaccalaureate teacher 
residents and raise public school personnel salaries by an average of 1 percent. As New Mexico schools continue 
to face high educator vacancies and turnover, the Legislature made further investments in educator clinical 
experiences, school leader and superintendent preparation, and teacher and principal professional development.

Session Action
In the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature supported the educator workforce through both funding and 
policy changes. The Legislature appropriated a total of $25.6 million in the General Appropriation Act (GAA) of 
2026 to support educator preparation and recruitment through funds for the Educator Fellows program; the Grow 
Your Own Teacher Scholarship program; and for school administrator preparation, induction, and evaluation.

The Legislature further appropriated $36 million from the general fund to the state equalization guarantee (SEG), 
in Laws 2026, Chapter 69 (Senate Bill 151), Corporate Income Tax Changes, to recruit and retain public school 
personnel, comparable to an average 1 percent salary increase. In addition, to support the development of 
current educators and administrators, the Legislature appropriated $9.5 million from the general fund and 
the national board certification scholarship fund for teacher and administrator professional development and 
national teacher board certification.

Teacher Preparation 

In the 2024 legislative session, the Legislature appropriated $60 million to the government results and opportunity 
expendable trust and program (GRO) fund for educator clinical experiences from FY25 to FY27. These funds were 
intended to fund a combination of teacher and principal residencies and paid student teaching. In 2027, the 
Legislature will consider moving teacher clinical experience funding into recurring funds. In addition to these 
funds, in the 2026 legislative session the Legislature appropriated $20 million from the general fund to the 
Public Education Department (PED) for the Educator Fellows program and the Grow Your Own Teachers program.  
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Teacher Residency Act. In the 2026 legislative session, the legislature amended the Teacher Residency Act to
reflect three lessons learned over the past four years of implementation. Teacher residency programs allow 
teacher candidates to spend a full school year in a classroom under the mentorship of an expert teacher. 
First, Laws 2026, Chapter 51 (House Bill 30), endorsed by LESC, indexes teacher resident stipends to the 
minimum level 1 teacher salary. Second, residents are now permitted to complete their post-residency teaching 
commitment in any New Mexico public school. And third, sponsoring school districts are expected to offer a 
resident employment upon completion of their residency depending on the district or school’s staffing needs 
and the resident’s performance. These changes were informed by a 2025 report by the New Mexico Alliance for
Teacher Residencies (NMATR), a group of New Mexico stakeholders focused on teacher preparation and quality 
The report shared lessons learned from the state’s implementation of residencies and made suggestions to 
strengthen the program.

Indexing teacher resident stipend amounts to the minimum level 1 teacher salary ensures resident stipends 
increase when teacher salary minimums increase. Prior to the passage of Laws 2026, Chapter 51, the minimum
stipend for all teacher residents was $35 thousand. Chapter 51 established a separate teacher resident stipend
amount for undergraduate teacher residents and postbaccalaureate teacher residents. Undergraduate resident
stipends are not indexed to 65 percent of the minimum level 1 teacher salary, or $35,750 in 2026.
Postbaccalaureate resident stipends are indexed to 80 percent of the minimum level 1 teacher salary, or $44 
thousand in 2026.

Postbaccalaureate residents are typically alternatively licensed teachers who already hold a degree often choose
to forego a residency for becoming a teacher of record, which yields a higher salary and health insurance benefits. 

Increasing the stipend for postbaccalaureate residents would reduce this incentive and honor residents’ additional 
education and the professional experience they bring to the classroom. A 2024 LESC report on teacher clinical 
experiences found the majority of teacher residents in New Mexico are pursuing licensure through traditional 
undergraduate pathways (79 percent in SY24). Although national research suggests residencies are an 
important and effective means of preparation for traditional licensure teachers, they could be especially helpful 
for alternative licensure teachers who receive far less preparation in pedagogy and classroom management than 
traditional candidates. Increasing the stipend for postbaccalaureate candidates could bolster the number of 
alternative licensure teachers completing residencies.

By allowing teacher residents to complete their employment commitment at any public school in New Mexico, 
Laws 2026, Chapter 51 addresses two challenges observed by the NMATR. First, undergraduate residents often
want to return to their home communities following graduation. Second, school districts and charter schools do 
not always have a vacancy the following year that matches the licensure area of the resident. These changes to 
the Teacher Residency Act are expected to remove barriers to new teachers serving in rural school districts.

Math Requirements for Teacher Licensure. In the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature created a statewide 
framework to address mathematics instruction by increasing teacher preparation requirements, creating 
requirements for a statewide mathematics instructional leadership framework, adding requirements for school 
district and charter school professional learning plans, and creating a system of screening and family notification
regarding mathematics performance among kindergarten through third-grade students. Laws 2026, Chapter 53 
(Senate Bill 29), endorsed by LESC, requires individuals seeking an elementary teaching license or a secondary 
mathematics teaching endorsement to complete at least six hours of mathematics methods courses. Math 
methods courses equip teachers with math-specific pedagogical skills. This requirement applies to licenses 
issued on or after July 1, 2028.
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TTeeaacchheerr  RReessiiddeennccyy  AAcctt..  In the 2026 legislative session, the legislature amended the Teacher Residency Act to 
reflect three lessons learned over the past four years of implementation. Teacher residency programs allow 
teacher candidates to spend a full school year in a classroom under the mentorship of an expert teacher. First, 
Laws 2026, Chapter 51 (House Bill 30), endorsed by LESC, indexes teacher resident stipends to the minimum 
level 1 teacher salary. Second, residents are now permitted to complete their post-residency teaching 
commitment in any New Mexico public school. And third, sponsoring school districts are expected to offer a 
resident employment upon completion of their residency depending on the district or school’s staffing needs and 
the resident’s performance. These changes were informed by a 2025 report by the New Mexico Alliance for 
Teacher Residencies (NMATR), a group of New Mexico stakeholders focused on teacher preparation and quality. 
The report shared lessons learned from the state’s implementation of residencies and made suggestions to 
strengthen the program.   

Indexing teacher resident stipend amounts to the minimum level 1 teacher salary ensures resident stipends 
increase when teacher salary minimums increase. Prior to the passage of Laws 2026, Chapter 51, the minimum 
stipend for all teacher residents was $35 thousand. Chapter 51 established a separate teacher resident stipend 
amount for undergraduate teacher residents and postbaccalaureate teacher residents. Undergraduate resident 
stipends are not indexed to 65 percent of the minimum level 1 teacher salary, or $35,750 in 2026. 
Postbaccalaureate resident stipends are indexed to 80 percent of the minimum level 1 teacher salary, or $44 
thousand in 2026.  

Postbaccalaureate residents are typically alternatively licensed teachers who already hold a degree often choose 
to forego a residency for becoming a teacher of record, which yields a higher salary and health insurance 
benefits. Increasing the stipend for postbaccalaureate residents would reduce this incentive and honor 
residents’ additional education and the professional experience they bring to the classroom. A 2024 LESC report 
on teacher clinical experiences found the majority of teacher residents in New Mexico are pursuing licensure 
through traditional undergraduate pathways (79 percent in SY24). Although national research suggests 
residencies are an important and effective means of preparation for traditional licensure teachers, they could 
be especially helpful for alternative licensure teachers who receive far less preparation in pedagogy and 
classroom management than traditional candidates. Increasing the stipend for postbaccalaureate candidates 
could bolster the number of alternative licensure teachers completing residencies. 

By allowing teacher residents to complete their employment commitment at any public school in New Mexico, 
Laws 2026, Chapter 51 addresses two challenges observed by the NMATR. First, undergraduate residents often 
want to return to their home communities following graduation. Second, school districts and charter schools do 
not always have a vacancy the following year that matches the licensure area of the resident. These changes to 
the Teacher Residency Act are expected to remove barriers to new teachers serving in rural school districts.  

MMaatthh  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ffoorr  TTeeaacchheerr  LLiicceennssuurree..  In the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature created a statewide 
framework to address mathematics instruction by increasing teacher preparation requirements, creating 
requirements for a statewide mathematics instructional leadership framework, adding requirements for school 
district and charter school professional learning plans, and creating a system of screening and family notification 
regarding mathematics performance among kindergarten through third-grade students.   

Laws 2026, Chapter 53 (Senate Bill 29), endorsed by LESC, requires individuals seeking an elementary teaching 
license or a secondary mathematics teaching endorsement to complete at least six hours of mathematics 
methods courses. Math methods courses equip teachers with math-specific pedagogical skills. This requirement 
applies to licenses issued on or after July 1, 2028. 

TTaabbllee  11::  TTeeaacchheerr  RReessiiddeenntt  SSttiippeenndd  CChhaannggeess  

RReessiiddeenntt  ‘‘ss  EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  AAttttaaiinnmmeenntt  SSYY2266  MMiinniimmuumm  
SSttiippeenndd  

IInnddeexxiinngg  VVaalluuee  
((PPeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  MMiinniimmuumm  LLeevveell  11  TTeeaacchhiinngg  SSaallaarryy))  

SSYY2277  MMiinniimmuumm  
SSttiippeenndd  

Prebaccalaureate (undergraduate) $35 thousand 65 percent $35,750 

Postbaccalaureate $35 thousand 80 percent $44 thousand 

Source: LESC Files 
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Research Supporting the New Math Requirements. In 2025, the National Council for Teacher Quality (NCTQ), a
nonpartisan research and advocacy organization, reviewed math content and pedagogy at elementary teacher 
preparation programs in New Mexico and across the nation. None of New Mexico’s programs earned a top rating
for dedicating adequate instructional time to both content and pedagogy. NCTQ evaluated the number of credit 
hours required in the areas of numbers, operations, and algebraic thinking; geometry and measurement; data 
analysis and probability; and pedagogy. The most cited areas for improvement were coursework in geometry and
measurement, as well as coursework in data analysis and probability. To strengthen math preparation for teachers 
in New Mexico, NCTQ recommended policymakers consider requiring teacher preparation programs to address 
math-specific pedagogy.

In a 2025 presentation to LESC, the Mathematics and Science Advisory Council (MSAC) recommended all 
educator preparation programs include a minimum of three hours of mathematics methods aligned to national 
standards, including alternative licensure programs and special education licensure programs.

A 2025 LESC report on traditional undergraduate kindergarten through 8th grade (K-8) teacher preparation 
found programs in New Mexico vary substantially in both how many math courses teacher candidates are 
required to take and the nature of the courses. For example, while K-8 teacher candidates at Eastern New 
Mexico University complete four courses designed to teach educators the content and pedagogy necessary to 
teach math, candidates at the University of the Southwest complete two general education math courses. LESC 
staff expect two traditional educator preparation programs will be required to add math methods courses to their
program for K-8 teachers. See Table 2: Comparison of Required Math Coursework. Additional secondary teacher
licensure programs and alternative licensure programs will likely be required to add math methods courses. For 
information about the impacts of Chapter 53 beyond teacher preparation, see Academic Design on page 17. 
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RReesseeaarrcchh  SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  tthhee  NNeeww  MMaatthh  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss. In 2025, the National Council for Teacher Quality (NCTQ), a 
nonpartisan research and advocacy organization, reviewed math content and pedagogy at elementary teacher 
preparation programs in New Mexico and across the nation. None of New Mexico’s programs earned a top rating 
for dedicating adequate instructional time to both content and pedagogy. NCTQ evaluated the number of credit 
hours required in the areas of numbers, operations, and algebraic thinking; geometry and measurement; data 
analysis and probability; and pedagogy. The most cited areas for improvement were coursework in geometry and 
measurement, as well as coursework in data analysis and probability. To strengthen math preparation for 
teachers in New Mexico, NCTQ recommended policymakers consider requiring teacher preparation programs to 
address math-specific pedagogy.  

In a 2025 presentation to LESC, the Mathematics and Science Advisory Council (MSAC) recommended all 
educator preparation programs include a minimum of three hours of mathematics methods aligned to national 
standards, including alternative licensure programs and special education licensure programs.  

A 2025 LESC report on traditional undergraduate kindergarten through 8th grade (K-8) teacher preparation 
found programs in New Mexico vary substantially in both how many math courses teacher candidates are 
required to take and the nature of the courses. For example, while K-8 teacher candidates at Eastern New Mexico 
University complete four courses designed to teach educators the content and pedagogy necessary to teach 
math, candidates at the University of the Southwest complete two general education math courses. LESC staff 
expect two traditional educator preparation programs will be required to add math methods courses to their 
program for K-8 teachers. See TTaabbllee  22::  CCoommppaarriissoonn  ooff  RReeqquuiirreedd  MMaatthh  CCoouurrsseewwoorrkk. Additional secondary teacher 
licensure programs and alternative licensure programs will likely be required to add math methods courses.  

TTaabbllee  22::  CCoommppaarriissoonn  ooff  RReeqquuiirreedd  MMaatthh  CCoouurrsseewwoorrkk  
PPrrooggrraamm  CCoouurrssee  NNaammee  CCrreeddiitt  HHoouurrss  

ENMU 

Mathematics methods for diverse and inclusive classrooms 3 
Mathematics for teaching grades prekindergarten through second grade 3 
Mathematics for teaching grades third through fifth 3 
Mathematics for teaching grades sixth through eighth 3 

EENNMMUU  TTOOTTAALL  1122  

NMHU 
Teaching elementary school math 3 
General education math course 3 

NNMMHHUU  TTOOTTAALL  66  

NNMC 

General education math course 3 
General education math course 3 
Math for educators 3 

NNNNMMCC  TTOOTTAALL  99  

NMSU 

Fundamentals of elementary mathematics I 3 
Fundamentals of elementary mathematics II 3 
Methods of teaching elementary school mathematics 3 

NNMMSSUU  TTOOTTAALL  99  

UNM 

Mathematics for elementary and middle school teacher I 3 
Mathematics for elementary and middle school teacher II 3 
Teaching mathematics K-8 3 

UUNNMM  TTOOTTAALL  99  

USW 
General education math course 3 
General education math course 3 

UUSSWW  TTOOTTAALL  66  

WNMU 

General education math course 3 
Understanding elementary math I 3 
Understanding elementary math II 3 

WWNNMMUU  TTOOTTAALL  99  
Note: NNMC will require candidates to complete four math courses designed to prepare teachers beginning Spring 
2026. 

Source: LESC Files 
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Study Gifted-In-Field Teacher Endorsement. The House passed House Memorial 53 (HM53), which requests 
PED to collaborate with the state’s public postsecondary educational institutions and gifted education 
organizations to study the creation of a “gifted in-field” endorsement for secondary gifted education teachers, 
including consideration of courses available from the state’s public postsecondary educational institutions. PED 
is requested to study and evaluate criteria to determine the amount of expertise necessary in various subject 
areas for the state to develop a gifted in-field endorsement teacher workforce that can both deliver advanced 
coursework in various content areas and serve the needs of secondary school gifted students to develop expertise 
in those subject areas.

Currently, school districts and charter schools select service models for students who are gifted based on the 
needs of the student, availability of resources, and funding. PED suggests the following models as options:

	 • 	 Cluster grouping;

	 • 	 General classroom enrichment;

	 • 	 Acceleration;

	 • 	 Subject acceleration;

	 • 	 Full-grade acceleration;

	 • 	 Advanced classes within and across grade level;

	 • 	 Curriculum compacting;

	 • 	 Honors and advanced placement classes;

	 • 	 Individual and small group counseling;

	 • 	 Magnet or special schools;

	 • 	 Pull-out groups within and across grades by target ability and interest areas;

	 • 	 Self-designed courses or guided study; and

	 • 	 Special enrichment options.

While the gifted referral process and development and maintenance of gifted individual education plans (GIEPs) 
should be managed by a licensed educator with a gifted education endorsement, some services for students 
who are gifted may be provided by a teacher without a gifted education endorsement. For example, placement 
in an Advanced Placement class could be a provision of a GIEP and the teacher does not need to have a gifted 
endorsement.

Requiring a gifted in-field endorsement for secondary subject area teachers could allow PED to more closely 
regulate who provides services to students who are gifted, including ensuring they have the content knowledge 
and skills necessary to be highly qualified. However, it could also result in fewer teachers eligible to teach 
advanced coursework for students who are gifted.

Teacher Support and Retention

During the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature continued investments in teacher compensation and 
professional development. In Laws 2026, Chapter 69 (Senate Bill 151), Corporate Income Tax Changes, the 
Legislature appropriated $36 million from the general fund to the SEG to recruit and retain public school 
personnel, comparable to an average one percent salary increase. The SEG includes $59 million school districts 
and charter schools can use to meet teacher mentorship requirements, as well as to provide scientifically-based 
literacy programs, create educational plans, provide career and technical education programs, and implement 
the community school framework. In the past, PED has published memos outlining what portion of the $59 million 
is allocated for teacher mentorship programs; however, it’s important to note SEG funding is still discretionary. 
The GAA also includes $3.7 million for the learning management system that delivers the microcredentials used 
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for teacher licensure advancement. Finally, Laws 2026, Chapter 70 (Senate Bill 273), includes a $4 million 
appropriation from the general fund to PED for school improvement activities. PED has typically used these funds 
to provide teachers and administrators at low performing schools with coaching and professional development.

Literacy Coaches. Building on New Mexico’s structured literacy work beginning in 2019, the Legislature 
appropriated $2 million for literacy coaches, plus $14.6 million to PED for literacy coaches at the schools in 
the lowest quartile of reading scores beginning in SY28. Laws 2026, Chapter 54 (Senate Bill 37) specifies the 
literacy coaches will work with their assigned school for three consecutive school years, regardless of the school’s 
improvements in reading proficiency. The literacy coaches are required to meet the following qualifications:

	 • 	 Hold a valid level 2 or level 3 teaching license;

	 • 	 Hold a bachelor’s degree in education and advanced coursework or professional development in the 
science of reading, multisensory language instruction, or other advanced training approved by PED;

	 • 	 A reading endorsement or certification or eligibility for a reading endorsement or certification;

	 • 	 Additional qualifications required by PED rules; and

	 • 	 For a department-designed school with a significant English language learner enrollment, training 
and experience in biliteracy or English language development.

Literacy coaches will train teachers who teach reading and site administrators how to administer the provisions 
of the High Quality Literacy Instruction Act. Trainings will cover how to provide differentiated core instruction and 
other interventions for students with a reading difficulty and how to use evidence-based practices for English 
language learners, biliteracy, differentiation, culturally and linguistically responsive instruction, and instructional 
leadership for bilingual and dual language programs. For information about the provisions of Chapter 54 beyond 
literacy coaches, see Academic Design on page 17.

Study Teacher Workloads. The House passed House Memorial 47 (HM47), Study Teacher Workloads, which 
requests LESC examine statutory requirements and current practices related to teacher workload and the 
structure of the instructional day in New Mexico’s public schools. The memorial requests LESC to develop 
recommendations to support high-quality instruction and teacher effectiveness to benefit and serve New 
Mexico’s students. In conducting this study, the memorial further requests LESC to work with educational leaders; 
educators representing multiple grade levels, areas of instructional expertise, and communities in New Mexico; 
school personnel; teacher unions; the Legislative Finance Committee (LFC); and PED. A final report, including 
both research and recommendations, is requested to be published by December 31, 2026.

School Administrators

Recognizing the critical role of school administrators, the Legislature continued investments in school leader 
preparation and professional development. The GAA includes $5 million from the general fund for school leader 
professional development in SY27. Laws 2026, Chapter 70 (Senate Bill 273) includes a $4 million appropriation 
from the general fund to the PED for school improvement activities. In the past, PED used these funds to provide 
teachers and administrators at low performing schools with coaching and professional development.

Principal and Superintendent Preparation, Coaching, and Residencies. In the 2025 legislative session, the 
Legislature enacted changes to principal and superintendent licensure, intended to ensure both principals and 
superintendents receive training targeted to their needs that is experienced closer to the time they take their 
respective positions. Laws 2025, Chapter 148 (House Bill 157) also requires ongoing professional development
for school leaders as they move through a progressive licensure system. Laws 2025, Chapter 148 tasked PED 
with establishing superintendent academies and site administrator and superintendent induction programs. 
In the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature appropriated $5.6 million from the general fund to support 
PED’s continued work on these programs and to continue funding year-long residency programs for individuals 
becoming principals.
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Road Ahead 
Over the 2025 interim, LESC studied traditional elementary teacher preparation and teacher residency programs. 
This work led to the passing of new math coursework requirements for teacher preparation and changes to the 
teacher residency act, including increased residency stipends for postbaccalaureate teacher residents. Over 
the 2026 interim, LESC will continue to study teacher preparation, support, and retention. House Memorial 
47 (HM47) requests LESC staff to study teacher workload. LESC staff also plan to conduct a teacher staffing 
analysis, examine the teacher career ladder, and review the teacher residency program. In addition to these work 
products, LESC staff will continue monitoring recent legislative investments in innovative staffing and school 
leader preparation.

Teacher Staffing. Using newly available teacher vacancy data from PED, LESC staff plan to analyze the extent of 
teacher vacancies, including the schools, grades, and subject areas vacancies are concentrated in; the number 
of classes taught by long-term substitute teachers or teachers with emergency credentials; and rates of attrition.

Teacher Career Ladder. LESC staff plan to study the teacher career ladder, including instructional leadership 
roles teachers may progress into without leaving the classroom to become an administrator. The role of a 
principal continues to expand, limiting their opportunities to coach teachers in their school who need support. 
LESC staff plan to work with education partners to determine the skills, knowledge, and dispositions necessary 
for a dedicated instructional leader to support new or struggling teachers. The study will recommend education 
or trainings to be required for an instructional leader license or endorsement and compensation levels.

Teacher Residency Program. As SY27 is the final year of GRO clinical practice funds, LESC staff will review 
the teacher residency program to better understand its impact. In addition to studying descriptive outcomes of 
teacher residency programs, LESC staff will examine the connectivity and completeness of teacher preparation 
data as it relates to the teacher residency program. If data allows, LESC staff may examine the impact of teacher 
residencies on student performance.

Teacher Workloads. In complying with the requests in HM47, LESC staff intend to examine the statutory 
requirements and current practices related to teacher workload and the structure of the instructional day in New 
Mexico’s public schools. LESC staff intend to consult education partners outlined in the memorial to develop 
recommendations to support high-quality instruction and teacher effectiveness to benefit and serve New Mexico’s 
student population.  
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Academic Design

Introduction 
Academic design is a research-driven approach that blends theoretical academic research with practical design 
application to solve real-world problems in education, from the “big picture” design of school environments to 
details such as instructional strategies and materials. Strong academic design incorporates evidence-based 
pedagogy, personalized learning, and data-driven instruction to meet diverse student needs. Within the academic 
design umbrella at LESC, in the 2026 legislative session, lawmakers considered several items: establishing an 
Office of Special Education (OSE) to serve students with disabilities; increasing investments in early childhood 
and evidence-based early literacy supports and instructional approaches; creating new requirements for math 
licensure as well as a system of interventions and supports; and investments in secondary education, specifically 
career and technical education (CTE) and work-based learning. The Legislature enacted several laws incorporating 
an academic design approach to education, and the General Appropriation Act (GAA) of 2026 included several 
appropriations to support special education, early childhood and early literacy, math, and secondary education. 

Session Action 
In the 2026 legislative session, lawmakers codified the OSE and the Special Education Act, funded universal 
childcare, enacted the High Quality Literacy Instruction Act, created a statewide framework to address 
mathematics instruction by increasing teacher preparation requirements and adding requirements for schools, 
and allocated funding to continue to invest in secondary education supports, including CTE. 

Special Education

After several years of attempting to pass legislation with similar intent, the Legislature passed the LESC-endorsed
Laws 2026, Chapter 55 (Senate Bill 64), creating the Special Education Act, which assigns the OSE 
responsibilities and duties, including: enforcing state and federal law regarding the education of students with 
disabilities; ensuring stability and consistency of services for students with disabilities; and providing for the 
study, development, and implementation of systems and policies that positively affect the educational success 
of students with disabilities. Laws 2026, Chapter 55 also requires OSE to develop and maintain—and for school
districts and charter schools to use—a statewide uniform online system for the formulation of individualized 
education programs (IEPs). The law also removes gifted education and Section 504 from the Special Education
Act to align state law with federal law and current department practice.

Students with disabilities are one of the student groups identified in the consolidated Martinez-Yazzie lawsuit 
that found the state failed to provide an adequate, sufficient education to these students (in addition to Native 
American students, English learners, and economically disadvantaged students). During the 2023 interim, LESC
initiated a study on issues impacting students receiving special education services. Although the Legislature has
made significant investments to address the court’s findings, few initiatives prior to 2023 had specifically 
addressed special education. In summer 2023, LESC staff facilitated nine listening sessions statewide to provide
an opportunity for stakeholders to share feedback and suggestions about special education services in New 
Mexico. This feedback was used as a starting place for a special education stakeholder working group that met 
in fall 2023 and developed policy proposals reflecting research and community voices. During the 2024 interim,
LESC staff focused on supporting policy proposals that arose from LESC’s special education stakeholder 
engagement process: the development and standardization of a universal IEP, salary differentials for special 
education teachers, and drafting legislation to clearly define restraint and seclusion. Laws 2026, Chapter 55 
contains several important elements of these policy recommendations, such as the statewide IEP.

The Legislature also appropriated $4 million from the general fund in nonrecurring funding for the implementation 
of special education initiatives by PED in FY27, consistent with FY26. PED could use the funding to support 
implementation of Laws 2026, Chapter 55 (SB64); historically, this funding has been used for educator 
fellows, teachers, and leadership academies, providing professional development, and creating accountability 
mechanisms to support school district and charter school compliance. In addition, the Legislature appropriated 
$6 million in nonrecurring funding to support the statewide student information system (SSIS) that can house 
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the statewide IEP; in FY26, the Legislature appropriated $12 million in nonrecurring funding to support the SSIS. 
Laws 2026, Chapter 55 requires OSE to develop and maintain this statewide system for the formulation of IEPs, 
and requires schools to use the system to document services, monitor progress, and ensure consistency, fidelity, 
and compliance with IDEA timelines and safeguards. It is important for the formulation of IEPs to be statewide 
and uniform to ensure consistency of services when a student transfers schools or school districts.

The Legislature also considered, but ultimately did not pass, LESC-endorsed House Bill 120 (HB120). HB120 
would have amended the Public School Code to define restraint and seclusion, including which actions are allowed 
and which are prohibited in public schools. While HB120 passed the House and all its Senate committees, it was 
not heard on the Senate floor.

Legislative Investments in Early Childhood and Literacy

The Legislature has significantly increased appropriations for early childhood programs since FY12, thus increasing 
access to services such as childcare, prekindergarten, and early literacy programs. Early childhood provides the 
foundation for literacy skills, and research has shown third graders who lack proficiency in reading are four 
times more likely to become high school dropouts. New Mexico began on a strategic path to ensure all literacy 
instruction is evidence-based with the passage of Laws 2019, Chapter 256 (Senate Bill 398), in which New 
Mexico transitioned to the Structured Literacy New Mexico Initiative. The science of reading, an interdisciplinary 
body of research that explains how individuals learn to read, points to structured literacy as research-based 
practices within the classroom.

In recent years, New Mexico has made considerable progress in early literacy proficiency. Substantial investments 
for comprehensive literacy training, the use of high-quality instructional materials (HQIM) in model and support 
schools, and targeted school support for students are building the foundation for early literacy achievement. 
Recent longitudinal data from PED capture NM-MSSA English language arts (ELA) assessment results from 2022 
through 2025 and show strong and sustained growth in year-to-year proficiency rates for grades three through 
sixth; but more importantly, early literacy proficiency rates in New Mexico have also experienced the largest post-
pandemic gains for grades three through eight as shown in Figure 1: Proficiency Rates in Early Grades.
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2026, Chapter 55 requires OSE to develop and maintain this statewide system for the formulation of IEPs, and 
requires schools to use the system to document services, monitor progress, and ensure consistency, fidelity, and 
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uniform to ensure consistency of services when a student transfers schools or school districts. 
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literacy instruction is evidence-based with the passage of Laws 2019, Chapter 256 (Senate Bill 398), in which 
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research-based practices within the classroom. 

In recent years, New Mexico has made considerable progress in early literacy proficiency. Substantial 
investments for comprehensive literacy training, the use of high-quality instructional materials (HQIM) in model 
and support schools, and targeted school support for students are building the foundation for early literacy 
achievement. Recent longitudinal data from PED capture NM-MSSA English language arts (ELA) assessment 
results from 2022 through 2025 and show strong and sustained growth in year-to-year proficiency rates for 
grades three through sixth; but more importantly, early literacy proficiency rates in New Mexico have also 
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Signed Early Literacy Measures. The Legislature continued its work to ensure literacy instruction is based in the 
science of reading and meets the needs of all students in the 2026 legislative session. Laws 2026, Chapter 54
(Senate Bill 37) builds upon the work of Laws 2025, Chapter 149 (House Bill 156), which required educator 
preparation programs (EPPs) to use only structured literacy practices to teach preservice educators to teach 
reading.

The new law creates the High Quality Literacy Instruction Act, and requires all literacy instruction for kindergarten
through third grade students to use HQIM from PED’s multiple list (a ranked list of HQIM reviewed through an 
evaluation process) of approved materials aligned with content standards and benchmarks. The law also requires 
intervention materials for kindergarten through third grade be culturally and linguistically relevant, consistent 
with the science of reading and structured literacy, and not include use of the three-cueing model, provided that 
instructional materials for English learners and other students in bilingual or dual language programs support 
literacy and biliteracy development in English and home and other languages, if appropriate. Laws 2026, Chapter 
54 also amends existing law to ensure EPPs teach preservice educators to teach reading in alignment with 
the High Quality Literacy Instruction Act, including evidence-based approaches for biliteracy, such as bilingual 
and dual language instructional models that develop literacy in English and the students’ home languages. The 
law also requires PED to adopt a reading assessment system for kindergarten through third grade students to 
measure student progress and identify supports for students whose results indicate a reading difficulty. PED 
must adopt a reading assessment system to be administered beginning in the 2027-2028 school year (SY28) 
that can be administered with minimal impact on instructional time, provides for timely reporting of assessment 
results, and can be integrated with instructional support for teachers and students. If a student is identified as 
having a reading difficulty, parents must be notified within 30 days, and receive progress reports four times a 
year. The law also requires administers and teachers who teach reading to be trained on the High Quality Literacy 
Instruction Act, including how to use evidence-based practice for English learners. Finally, the new law requires 
PED to assign a literacy instructional coach to elementary schools that have an average reading proficiency in the 
bottom quartile of results statewide, beginning in SY28.

Budgetary Items Related to Early Literacy. Since New Mexico transitioned to the Structured Literacy New Mexico
Initiative in 2019, the Legislature has allocated funding for structured literacy through both below-the-line 
program support appropriations and through state equalization guarantee (SEG) distributions—the public school
funding formula—to school districts and charter schools.

In FY27, the Legislature appropriated below-the-line funding for literacy coaches, early literacy and reading 
support, reading interventions, and the literacy institute. Regarding literacy coaches, the Legislature appropriated 
$14.6 million to PED for literacy coaches at schools in the lowest quartile of reading scores, consistent with the 
provisions of Laws 2026, Chapter 54, for FY27 through FY29. The Legislature also appropriated an additional 
$2 million in recurring funding for literacy coaches in FY27, in addition to the three-year appropriation for literacy 
coaches in schools in the lowest quartile. The Legislature continued to appropriate $14 million to PED for 
early literacy and reading support in FY27, the same amount appropriated in FY26. PED will continue to use 
this funding to support awards for structured literacy model and support schools and literacy coaches. The 
Legislature also appropriated $29 million to PED for implementation of a reading and math summer intervention 
program; previously, the summer institute focused on reading, but in FY27, the summer intervention program 
is expanding to include a focus on math as well. Finally, the Legislature also appropriated $2 million for literacy 
center operations for FY27.

In FY27, the SEG continues to include $59 million in FY27 school districts and charter schools can use to provide
scientifically-based literacy programs pursuant to the High Quality Literacy Instruction Act, as well as to meet 
teacher mentorship requirements, create an educational plan, provide CTE programs, and implement the 
community school framework, consistent with FY26.

Signed Early Childhood Measures. The Legislature funded and enacted universal childcare in FY27, authorizing 
a transfer of up to $700 million annually from the early childhood education and care fund to support the 
initiative. Laws 2026, Chapter 63 (Senate Bill 241) creates the Child Care Assistance Program Act in the 
Children’s Code, outlining childcare assistance program payments, participation, and eligibility criteria. The law 
provides free childcare for eligible families, and establishes sliding scale copayments for families with incomes 
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above 600 percent of the federal poverty level (FPL), or the implementation of waitlists, when specific economic 
or enrollment triggers are met. If the triggers stipulated within the law are met—for example if the average price 
for West Texas intermediate crude oil is less than $50 per barrel for the applicable fiscal year—copayments can 
be triggered for families with an annual household income above 600 percent FPL; see Table 1: 2026 Federal 
Poverty Levels below.

In November 2025, Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham announced the Early Childhood Education and Care 
Department (ECECD) would make childcare available to all New Mexicans, regardless of income, by removing 
income eligibility requirements from the state’s childcare assistance program and continuing the waiver of family
copayments. In 2019, ECECD waived childcare assistance copayments for families at or below 400 percent of 
the FPL. The Child Care Assistance Program Act codifies these policies.

In addition to childcare assistance for infants, toddlers, and three- through five-year-olds, including youth with 
developmental disabilities, ECECD currently provides childcare assistance for school-age youth ages six through
12. The new law allows families of school-age youth to obtain free childcare as long as they meet program 
eligibility requirements. Laws 2026, Chapter 63 prioritizes state childcare assistance for non-school-age youth. 
School-age youth that meet federal requirements for childcare assistance will still be prioritized, but the law limits 
childcare assistance slots for six- through 12-year-olds who do not meet requirements for federal funding. To be 
eligible for federal funding, a child must reside with a family whose total income does not exceed 85 percent of 
the state’s median income for a family of the same size, and whose assets do not exceed $1 million; be younger 
than 12; and live with parents or guardians or receive or need to receive protective services.

Mathematics

After attempting to pass a bill with a similar intent in 2025, the Legislature passed Laws 2026, Chapter 53 
(Senate Bill 29) this session, creating a statewide framework to address mathematics instruction by increasing 
requirements for EPPs, creating requirements for a statewide mathematics instructional leadership framework, 
adding requirements for school district and charter school professional learning plans, and creating a system of
screening and family notification regarding mathematics performance among kindergarten through third-grade 
students. Laws 2026, Chapter 53 mirrors several of the requirements for Laws 2026, Chapter 54, High Quality 
Literacy Instruction Act, to align math and reading requirements. The new law requires PED to adopt grade-
specific mathematics assessments that can be administered with minimal impact on instructional time, and to 
provide timely reporting of assessment results that can be integrated with instructional support for teachers and 
students, like Laws 2026, Chapter 54. Also in alignment with Laws 2026, Chapter 54, the law requires parents to 
be notified if a student displays characteristics of having a mathematics difficulty, and receive reports on student 
progress. For more information on the impacts to EPPs, see the Educator Workforce section on page 11.

The Legislature continued to support effective math instruction through GAA appropriations. In the 2026 
legislative session, as mentioned previously, the Legislature appropriated $29 million to PED for student reading
and math summer intervention program. In the 2025 legislative session, the Legislature appropriated $15.6 
million from the public education reform fund (PERF) to PED for implementation and evaluation of evidence 
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be triggered for families with an annual household income above 600 percent FPL; see TTaabbllee  11::  22002266  FFeeddeerraall  
PPoovveerrttyy  LLeevveellss  below.  

 

In November 2025, Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham announced the Early Childhood Education and Care 
Department (ECECD) would make childcare available to all New Mexicans, regardless of income, by removing 
income eligibility requirements from the state’s childcare assistance program and continuing the waiver of family 
copayments. In 2019, ECECD waived childcare assistance copayments for families at or below 400 percent of 
the FPL. The Child Care Assistance Program Act codifies these policies.  

In addition to childcare assistance for infants, toddlers, and three- through five-year-olds, including youth with 
developmental disabilities, ECECD currently provides childcare assistance for school-age youth ages six through 
12. The new law allows families of school-age youth to obtain free childcare as long as they meet program 
eligibility requirements. Laws 2026, Chapter 63 prioritizes state childcare assistance for non-school-age youth. 
School-age youth that meet federal requirements for childcare assistance will still be prioritized, but the law 
limits childcare assistance slots for six- through 12-year-olds who do not meet requirements for federal funding. 
To be eligible for federal funding, a child must reside with a family whose total income does not exceed 85 
percent of the state’s median income for a family of the same size, and whose assets do not exceed $1 million; 
be younger than 12; and live with parents or guardians or receive or need to receive protective services. 

Math 
After attempting to pass a bill with a similar intent in 2025, the Legislature passed Laws 2026, Chapter 53 
(Senate Bill 29) this session, creating a statewide framework to address mathematics instruction by increasing 
requirements for EPPs, creating requirements for a statewide mathematics instructional leadership framework, 
adding requirements for school district and charter school professional learning plans, and creating a system of 
screening and family notification regarding mathematics performance among kindergarten through third-grade 
students. Laws 2026, Chapter 53 mirrors several of the requirements for Laws 2026, Chapter 54, High Quality 
Literacy Instruction Act, to align math and reading requirements. The new law requires PED to adopt grade-
specific mathematics assessments that can be administered with minimal impact on instructional time, and to 
provide timely reporting of assessment results that can be integrated with instructional support for teachers and 
students, like Laws 2026, Chapter 54. Also in alignment with Laws 2026, Chapter 54, the law requires parents 
to be notified if a student displays characteristics of having a mathematics difficulty, and receive reports on 
student progress. For more information on the impacts to EPPs, see the EEdduuccaattoorr  WWoorrkkffoorrccee section (page XX). 

The Legislature continued to support effective math instruction through GAA appropriations. In the 2026 
legislative session, as mentioned previously, the Legislature appropriated $29 million to PED for student reading 
and math summer intervention program. In the 2025 legislative session, the Legislature appropriated $15.6 
million from the public education reform fund (PERF) to PED for implementation and evaluation of evidence-
based math instruction in FY26 through FY28. Laws 2025, Chapter 72 (Senate Bill 201) repurposed PERF as a 
targeted three-year investment fund for education initiatives; the law requires that initiatives funded through 
PERF be evaluated for casual impacts on student outcomes, with evaluation plans developed by PED with 
consultation from the Department of Finance and Administration (DFA), the Legislative Finance Committee (LFC), 

HHoouusseehhoolldd  
SSiizzee 110000%% 220000%% 330000%% 440000%% 550000%% 660000%% 770000%% 880000%% 990000%%

11 $15,960 $31,920 $47,880 $63,840 $79,800 $95,760 $111,720 $127,680 $143,640

22 $21,640 $43,280 $64,920 $86,560 $108,200 $129,840 $151,480 $173,120 $194,760

33 $27,320 $54,640 $81,960 $109,280 $136,600 $163,920 $191,240 $218,560 $245,880

44 $33,000 $66,000 $99,000 $132,000 $165,000 $198,000 $231,000 $264,000 $297,000

55 $38,680 $77,360 $116,040 $154,720 $193,400 $232,080 $270,760 $309,440 $348,120

66 $44,360 $88,720 $133,080 $177,440 $221,800 $266,160 $310,520 $354,880 $399,240

Source: U.S. HHS

TTaabbllee  11::  22002266  FFeeddeerraall  PPoovveerrttyy  LLeevveellss
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based math instruction in FY26 through FY28. Laws 2025, Chapter 72 (Senate Bill 201) repurposed PERF as a 
targeted three-year investment fund for education initiatives; the law requires that initiatives funded through PERF 
be evaluated for casual impacts on student outcomes, with evaluation plans developed by PED with consultation 
from the Department of Finance and Administration (DFA), the Legislative Finance Committee (LFC), and LESC. 
The Legislature also appropriated funding for science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) and science, 
technology, engineering, arts, and math (STEAM) initiatives; see the Education Support Services section on page 
26 for information on these appropriations.

Impacts on Secondary Education

In recent years, the Legislature has advanced a vision of student success that includes a modernized secondary
education, including CTE and updated graduation requirements. Since enacting the Next Generation (“NextGen”)
CTE pilot program in 2019, the Legislature has invested in career-connected learning to support student 
engagement, improve outcomes and strengthen the state’s economy. The Legislature expanded its investments
to CTE in FY24 by appropriating $40 million for CTE programs. Since then, the Legislature has maintained and 
expanded funding for CTE programs. In 2026, the Legislature continued investments in middle and high school 
students’ academic success by funding career and technical education, summer internships and graduation 
planning and pathway systems, which seeks to improve graduation rates under Laws 2024, Chapter 2 (House 
Bill 171).

Career-Connected Learning. The Legislature continued funding career-connected learning to ensure secondary 
students continue to access meaningful and relevant career learning opportunities in school. Career-connected
learning programs range from CTE, summer internships, to innovations zones grants. The Legislature appropriated 
$35 million to PED for a CTE pilot program in FY27. The appropriation continues CTE programming, grants 
and work-based learning programs as the seven-year Next Generation CTE Pilot program expires in FY26. The 
Legislature appropriated $10 million to PED for summer internships. The program has provided high school 
students with summer internship opportunities with government and tribal entities since 2021. The Legislature
also appropriated $21.6 million for FY27, FY28, and FY29, approximately $7.2 million per year, to sustain 
innovation zone grant opportunities for secondary students. PED created innovation zones in 2022 to support 
schools with broader high school transformation. Historically, participating schools and charter schools were 
required to use funds to improve graduation, attendance or proficiency rates. Schools and charter schools have 
used innovation zone funding to support a range of activities, including, but not limited to, community capstones,
social emotional learning, and work-based learning (paid and unpaid internships).

Graduation Planning and Pathway Systems. In 2024, the Legislature revised high school graduation 
requirements, Laws 2024, Chapter 2 (House Bill 171), to include mandatory next step plans, annual academic 
plans, for all K-12 students to support their academic planning and graduation rates. In 2026, the Legislature 
appropriated $500 thousand to PED for a statewide graduation planning and pathway system. The appropriation
could bolster PED’s efforts to ensure students are completing annual academic plans aligned with their school 
district or charter school’s graduate profile--common graduation requirements paired with locally determined 
cognitive, personal, and interpersonal competencies--and to enable student’s monitoring of progress toward 
on-time graduation. The state lacks a centralized data system to track students’ progress towards satisfactory 
graduation requirements; currently, this is tracked at the local level.

Road Ahead
During the 2025 interim, LESC staff work in the academic design area focused on literacy policy and practices, 
math education and policy framework, and career-connected learning. As detailed in the LESC 2026 Annual Report, 
LESC staff will continue to monitor policy recommendations that led to legislation, such as the implementation 
of Laws 2026, Chapter 54 (Senate Bill 37) and Laws 2026, Chapter 53 (Senate Bill 29). In particular, LESC staff 
will focus on the requirement within both pieces of legislation for PED to adopt a reading assessment system 
that can be administered with minimal impact on instruction time, provides for timely reporting of assessment 
results, and can be integrated with instructional support for teachers and students to begin in SY28; see the 
Assessments, Accountability, and Data Systems on page 30 of this report for more details. Additional projects 
identified for the 2026 interim include:

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=201&year=25
http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/24 Regular/final/HB0171.pdf
http://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/24 Regular/final/HB0171.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LESC/Documents/Reports_To_The_Legislature/LESCReportToLegislature_2026.pdf
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Special Education Services. LESC will continue to research the provision of special education services in New 
Mexico to ensure students with disabilities receive an inclusive, integrated, and equitable education. LESC 
staff will examine how identification practices and services for students with disabilities vary by school district 
and charter school, and what is needed to ensure all students with disabilities receive an adequate, sufficient 
education.

CTE Funding Formula. LESC staff will continue researching available data on CTE program costs and outcomes 
to ensure the Legislature’s ongoing investments in CTE advance high-quality career-connected learning 
opportunities. Previous LESC analysis found CTE programs may require a categorical funding formula to account
for the initiative’s diverse and complex expenditures. LESC staff will prioritize examining a permanent and 
adequate funding mechanism that ensures CTE programs are responsive to industry needs and promote high-
quality programming, especially as the NextGen Pilot expires in 2026.

Study Screen Use in Elementary Classrooms. As requested by House Memorial 2, LESC staff will conduct 
a comprehensive study of the use of screen time for instruction and assessment in elementary classrooms, 
including the impacts of programs on student learning, development, and well-being.
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Equity

Introduction 
The Legislature has focused on strengthening education support by prioritizing both funding and policy for 
historically underserved students. Since the ruling in the consolidated Martinez-Yazzie education sufficiency 
lawsuit, significant investments in educator salaries, instructional time, and the state’s public school funding 
formula have been aligning initiatives and policies to promote more inclusive and effective public education for 
New Mexico’s at-risk students, which the court defined as economically disadvantaged students, English learners, 
Native American students, and students with disabilities. In 2022, LESC staff presented an LESC Roadmap to 
the committee, outlining cornerstones of transformative education systems and bucketing policy solutions into 
four main areas for the Legislature to consider. The LESC Roadmap remains a guiding document not just for the 
committee, but has gained recognition from stakeholders, including a motion by the Martinez-Yazzie plaintiffs for 
the LESC to lead the creation of a comprehensive remedial action plan. Although the motion was denied by the 
1st Judicial District Court, the LESC Roadmap remains essential for legislative actions that focus on four areas—
educator ecosystem, academic design, overarching systems, and whole child supports—and together reinforce 
LESC’s priorities to address systemic needs and strengthen academic supports for students in New Mexico.

In the 2026 legislative session, members maintained appropriations related to the equity topic at LESC to ensure
fair academic outcomes and to close achievement gaps. Several bills proposed updated language and funding 
mechanisms for New Mexico’s education acts to prioritize New Mexico’s cultural and linguistic assets, while 
other bills proposed up-to-date guidance for library resource materials and student cellphone access during 
instructional hours. Educators remain an influential school-based factor to improve academic and lifelong 
outcomes; thus, legislation increasing stipends for teacher residents could provide further incentives for more 
participants. Teacher residencies often attract a racially diverse pool of candidates and New Mexico offers its 
teacher residents competitive stipends and academic supports to enhance diversity and quality in the educator
ecosystem.

Session Action 
Lawmakers continue to fund initiatives aimed at removing systemic barriers in education while also honoring the
cultural and linguistic diversity of the state. In the 2026 legislative session, legislative efforts include a recurring
$20 million appropriation to the Indian education fund, and a nonrecurring appropriation of $1.5 million from the 
general fund to the Public Education Department for purposes pursuant to the Hispanic Education Act, the Black 
Education Act, and the Bilingual Multicultural Education Act. 

Bilingual Multicultural Education 

The BMEA was enacted in 1973 to establish a framework 
to preserve and strengthen New Mexico’s culturally and 
linguistically diverse student population by incorporating 
culturally responsive instruction and learning 
environments. In SY25, The Bilingual Multicultural 
Education Program (BMEP) Annual Report shows 50 
percent of school districts in New Mexico are operating 
a total of 525 BMEP models to increase student 
bilingualism and biliteracy. During the 2026 session, the 
Legislature considered, but did not pass, several bills to 
reinforce student support and access to multicultural 
education. House Bill 116 (HB116) proposed updated 
language in the Bilingual Multicultural Education Act 
(BMEA) to include a home or heritage language as the 
primary medium of grade, which would result in an 
additional funding factor for BMEP models. Additionally, 
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Introduction 
The Legislature has focused on strengthening education support by prioritizing both funding and policy for 
historically underserved students. Since the ruling in the consolidated Martinez-Yazzie education sufficiency 
lawsuit, significant investments in educator salaries, instructional time, and the state’s public school funding 
formula have been aligning initiatives and policies to promote more inclusive and effective public education for 
New Mexico’s at-risk students, which the court defined as economically disadvantaged students, English 
learners, Native American students, and students with disabilities. In 2022, LESC staff presented an LESC 
Roadmap to the committee, outlining cornerstones of transformative education systems and bucketing policy 
solutions into four main areas for the Legislature to consider. The LESC Roadmap remains a guiding document 
not just for the committee, but has gained recognition from stakeholders, including a motion by the Martinez-
Yazzie plaintiffs for the LESC to lead the creation of a comprehensive remedial action plan. Although the motion 
was denied by the 1st Judicial District Court, the LESC Roadmap remains essential for legislative actions that 
focus on four areas—educator ecosystem, academic design, overarching systems, and whole child support—and 
together reinforce LESC’s priorities to address systemic disparities and strengthen academic supports for 
students in New Mexico.   

In the 2026 legislative session, members maintained appropriations related to the equity topic at LESC to ensure 
fair academic outcomes and to close achievement gaps. Several bills proposed updated language and funding 
mechanisms for New Mexico’s education acts to prioritize New Mexico’s cultural and linguistic assets, while 
other bills proposed up-to-date guidance for library resource materials and student cellphone access during 
instructional hours. Educators remain an influential school-based factor to improve academic and lifelong 
outcomes; thus, legislation increasing stipends for teacher residents could provide further incentives for more 
participants. Teacher residencies often attract a racially diverse pool of candidates and New Mexico offers its 
teacher residents competitive stipends and academic supports to enhance diversity and quality in the educator 
ecosystem.  

Session Action 
Lawmakers continue to fund initiatives aimed at removing systemic barriers in education while also honoring the 
cultural and linguistic diversity of the state. In the 2026 legislative session, legislative efforts include a recurring 
$20 million appropriation to the Indian education fund, and a nonrecurring appropriation of $1.5 million from 
the general fund to the Public Education Department 
for purposes pursuant to the Hispanic Education Act, 
the Black Education Act, and the Bilingual 
Multicultural Education Act.  

Bilingual Multicultural Education 
The BMEA was enacted in 1973 to establish a 
framework to preserve and strengthen New Mexico’s 
culturally and linguistically diverse student population 
by incorporating culturally responsive instruction and 
learning environments. In SY25, The Bilingual 
Multicultural Education Program (BMEP) Annual 
Report shows 50 percent of school districts in New 
Mexico are operating a total of 525 BMEP models to 
increase student bilingualism and biliteracy. During 
the 2026 session, the Legislature considered, but did 
not pass, several bills to reinforce student support and 
access to multicultural education. House Bill 116 
(HB116) proposed updated language in the Bilingual 
Multicultural Education Act (BMEA) to include a home 
or heritage language as the primary medium of 

TTaabbllee  11::  FFiivvee  BBMMEEPP  MMooddeellss  

MMooddeell  TTyyppee  PPuurrppoossee  
Dual-language immersion “To develop proficiency in 

two languages.” 
Enrichment “To further develop the 

home language of fully 
English proficient students.” 

Heritage language “To support and revitalize a 
student’s heritage language 
and culture through oral and 

written communication.” 
Maintenance “To develop and maintain 

proficiency and literacy in 
the home language while 

developing a student’s 
literacy and oral skills in 

English.” 
Transitional “To develop skills in the 

home language and culture 
while developing continued 

skills and proficiency in 
English.” 

Source: NMAC 6.32.2.12 

https://www.nmlegis.gov/handouts/ALESC 101222 Item 9 -  LESC Brief Martinez and Yazzie Lawsuit.pdf
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House Bill 118 (HB118) would have appropriated $6.6 million from the general fund to the Public Education 
Department (PED) for multiyear professional development and training in biliteracy in all content areas.

The 2026 General Appropriation Act (GAA) includes $500 thousand to PED to support and implement the BMEA.
The state equalization guarantee’s (SEG) bilingual multicultural education formula factor also provides funding 
for implementation and requires each BMEP model to address the cultural and linguistic needs of students. 
HB116 and HB118 proposed additional funding mechanisms to enhance bilingual staff and programs, but 
separate factors have been recently created in Laws 2025, Chapter 89 (House Bill 63) for English learners (ELs)
and students who have exited EL status in the past two years. These changes created statutory language to 
specify EL funding to include case management, tutoring, out-of-school time programs, family engagement, and
the use of innovative staffi ng models.

The Legislature also considered, but did not pass, Senate Bill 216 (SB216). SB216 intended to appropriate 
$500 thousand from the general fund to PED’s Indian Education Division (IED) to issue 520 Native American 
Language and Culture (NALC) certifi cates. IED is responsible for establishing memorandum of agreements with 
tribes, nations, and pueblos that establish criteria and standards to teach native language and culture in public 
school districts and charter schools. IED reported a total of 234 NALC certifi ed staff statewide for FY25, but only 
134 language and culture educators are exclusively teaching native language and culture. In total, IED allocated 
$1.3 million in FY25 to support NALC certifi cates, and SB216 would have increased this allocation to $1.8 
million in FY26. This increase may have allowed IED to address issues discussed during an interim working group 
requested through Senate Memorial 9 (SM9). The working group recommended training and testing materials for 
NALC certifi ed staff, professional development to attain high-quality instruction, and increased salary to recruit 
and retain language and culture educators.

Management of Libraries

Public school libraries bridge academic and social domains that boost academic achievement and ensure all 
students have access to technology and a fostering of literacy. The Legislature considered, but did not pass, 
Senate Bill 65 (SB65) and Senate Bill 49 (SB49), which were aimed at the operation and management of public 
school libraries. SB65 was introduced to require each local school board to establish equitable procedures for 
the removal, restriction, and discontinuation of a library resource. SB49 would have appropriated $3.2 million 
from the public education reform fund to PED to select 20 public school districts and charters schools to adopt 
a rating system for their library materials. According to the National Conference of State Legislatures’ (NSCL) 
bill tracker, 27 bills were introduced in 13 states related to K-12 public school libraries in 2026. Furthermore, 
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the American Library Association (ALA), an organization also tracking challenges to books in school libraries, 
has reported an increase in legislation regarding libraries since 2020. Thirteen states, including Arizona, Utah, 
and Texas have enacted legislation restricting access to content related to race and LGBTQ+ issues. The ALA 
advocates for access and the intellectual freedom provided in public libraries, and recommends open and 
transparent procedures, including procedures that comply with open-meeting and public-records laws, to protect 
the rights of library users.

Anti-Distraction Policy in Schools

Anti-distraction policies aim to improve academic focus by prohibiting personal device usage during instructional
hours, except for emergencies, accessibility needs, and health management. Laws 2025, Chapter 155 (Senate 
Bill 11) added a new section to the Public School Code that required all school districts and charter schools 
to develop a policy that could include prohibiting the use of a wireless communication device (WCD) during 
instructional hours. During the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature considered, but did not pass, Senate Bill
23 (SB23), which would have amended Laws 2025, Chapter 155 by requiring all school districts and charter 
schools to prohibit student use of wireless devices during the school day. SB23 also proposed to amend the 
education technology infrastructure fund thereby allowing up to $1 million in grant funding for school districts 
and charter schools to implement policies that prohibit student use of WCD. SB23 attempted to address the 
growing concern that digital disruptions hinder student’s academic performance and mental health. A national 
random sampling of U.S. adults show a majority oppose this type of legislation because parents need access to
their child while others oppose because cellphones can be a useful tool for teaching.

Road Ahead
New Mexico’s Legislature continues to refine its equity framework for understanding, assessing, and monitoring 
the disparities affecting student achievement and student mental health. LESC’s workplan for the 2026 interim 
will further New Mexico’s pursuit of creating an educational system that serves all students by providing the 
support and resources they need to achieve their educational goals.

Facilitating a Bilingual Multicultural Education Working Group. Bilingualism is increasingly recognized as 
essential to promote academic achievement, while fluency in another language opens opportunities for students 
to succeed and take part in new cultures. New Mexico’s bilingual education models differ in their purpose and 
resources for written and oral language acquisition, but the urgency to strengthen each bilingual education model 
has prompted legislative action. Establishing high-quality bilingual education models in New Mexico requires 
collaborative action from teachers, language coordinators, higher education, tribal language experts, and state 
leaders, so LESC staff will convene and facilitate a bilingual multicultural education working group to explore the 
costs, structures, and policies for high-quality dual-language programs.

Review Education Acts and Funding. A high-quality bilingual education model will require educators, support 
staff, instructional materials, and ongoing professional development. Each of these components are funded and 
supported through New Mexico’s education acts, and LESC staff will conduct a formal review using the LESC 
Roadmap to establish consistent guidelines and accountability measures to create the necessary conditions 
for sustained improvement. In its review of the education acts, including the Hispanic Education Act, the Black 
Education Act, the Indian Education Act, and the Bilingual Multicultural Education Act, LESC staff will analyze 
funding and review funded initiatives and their intended outcomes. 
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Education Support Services

Introduction
To succeed in the classroom and beyond, research shows students need wraparound supports that expose them
to career opportunities, ensure basic needs are met, and leverage community resources to support students 
and families. Education support services include out-of-school time programming; school safety and climate; 
student nutrition; science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education; and school models 
rooted in community and family engagement. All these elements play a role in creating an engaging, nurturing, 
and impactful education system for all students in New Mexico.

Session Action
In the 2026 legislative session, the New Mexico Legislature made numerous investments to build upon recent 
efforts to provide holistic support services to students in the state, including additional investments in out-of-
school time, tutoring, school safety initiatives, universal school meals, community schools, and more. Several 
education support services-related appropriations, including community schools and tutoring, were made through 
the public education reform fund (PERF) to allow for multiyear funding of these efforts and to establish clear 
evaluation mechanisms. In addition, lawmakers adopted policy changes to potentially improve the availability of 
school nurses and promote student health and safety during athletic events. These actions reflect a continued 
focus by New Mexico’s legislators on creating a strong network of wraparound services to support students and 
families in communities across the state.

School Safety

Efforts to improve the safety and well-being of students and staff in schools were once again front and center in
the 2026 legislative session. Throughout the 30 days, lawmakers considered increasing penalties on various 
school-related crimes, sought to bolster recruitment of behavioral health workers, and examined ways to build 
on previous investments in school safety initiatives. The Legislature ultimately enacted a handful of policy 
changes to support safer schools and once again dedicated funding to cover costs related to security and safety 
infrastructure.

School Nurse Licensure Provisions. Laws 2026, Chapter 40 (House Bill 34) updates the School Personnel Act to
build on the three-tier licensure scheme for school nurses put in place in the 2025 legislative session with the 
passage of Laws 2025, Chapter 150 (House Bill 195). The law clarifies that school nurse licensure requirements
apply to both charter schools and school districts, removes the requirement for level 2 and level 3 school nurses
to have prior school-based nursing experience, and allows for level 2 and level 3 nurses to serve as mentors and
evaluators of level 1 school nurses. Additionally, Laws 2026, Chapter 40, directs schools to seek guidance from
the New Mexico Department of Health if no level 2 or level 3 nurse is available to perform mentorship and 
evaluation duties and removes the requirement for a local superintendent to verify level 2 and level 3 nurse 
competency.

Automated External Defibrillators at School Athletic Events. Laws 2026, Chapter 66 (House Bill 256) requires 
schools, as part of their cardiac emergency response plan (CERP), to include information on the appropriate 
procedures and response to cardiac arrest or other life-threatening emergencies at school athletic events. 
Automated external defibrillators (AEDs) are required to be clearly marked and accessible during these events. 
This law follows Laws 2025, Chapter 129 (House Bill 54), which phased in a requirement for schools to adopt 
CERPs and install AEDs on campus, but did not specifically require the presence of an AED at athletic events. 
According to the American Heart Association, anywhere from 7,000 to 23 thousand cardiac arrests each year 
occur in children nationwide. About 39 percent of these youth cardiac arrests are sports related. To help schools
cover the cost of required AEDs, the Legislature included $400 thousand in the General Appropriation Act (GAA)
of 2026 to purchase these devices.

School Safety Appropriations. As part of the GAA, lawmakers funded several initiatives to support school safety 
and student well-being, including:
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• 	$1.5 million for school panic buttons;

• 	$1 million for a wellness room pilot program for 
	 school districts and charter schools; and

• 	$400 thousand for the purchase of AEDs 
	 by schools.

STEM Education 

STEM Innovation Network. As part of the GAA, 
lawmakers appropriated $3 million from the general 
fund to the Public Education Department (PED) to 
fund STEM innovation network operations for another 
fiscal year. In FY26, the Legislature included $3 million 
for PED to oversee the creation of a STEM network. 
Under the terms of a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) between PED and New Mexico State University 
(NMSU), the STEM innovation network consists of a 
principal hub housed at NMSU, up to eight regional 
hubs, and a steering committee. In its first year, the 
network was tasked with promoting inquiry-based 
STEM learning (with a special focus on math), out-
of-school time STEM programs, and strengthening 
connections between education and STEM industry. 
As of March 2026, the STEM network has designated 
five regional hubs out of a possible eight under the 
terms of the MOU. See Figure 1: STEM Network 
Principal and Regional Hubs.

Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Mathematics Initiatives. The GAA includes $3 
million for science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
mathematics (STEAM) initiatives. PED has typically 
used this funding to support the work of the Math 
and Science Bureau, including outdoor education, 
artificial intelligence education programming, and 
science professional learning, among other activities.

Out-of-School Time

Out-of-school time (OST) includes any supervised 
program or activity youth can attend outside of the 
regular school day. This can include afterschool 
and before-school programs, summer activities, 
teen centers, internships, and other extracurricular 
activities. Through participation in OST, students 
can receive homework help and tutoring, engage in 
physical activity, explore career paths, and develop 
social emotional skills.

The 2026 GAA includes $20 million from PERF 
for OST. While PERF is typically used for multi-year 
appropriations and requires an evaluation as a 
condition of funding, the OST appropriation is only for 
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• $400 thousand for the purchase of AEDs by 
schools. 

STEM Education 
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fund to the Public Education Department (PED) to 
fund STEM innovation network operations for another 
fiscal year. In FY26, the Legislature included $3 
million for PED to oversee the creation of a STEM 
network. Under the terms of a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) between PED and New Mexico 
State University (NMSU), the STEM innovation 
network consists of a principal hub housed at NMSU, 
up to eight regional hubs, and a steering committee. 
In its first year, the network was tasked with 
promoting inquiry-based STEM learning (with a 
special focus on math), out-of-school time STEM 
programs, and strengthening connections between 
education and STEM industry. As of March 2026, the 
STEM network has designated five regional hubs out 
of a possible eight under the terms of the MOU. See 
FFiigguurree  11::  SSTTEEMM  NNeettwwoorrkk  PPrriimmaarryy  aanndd  RReeggiioonnaall  HHuubbss. 

SScciieennccee,,  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy,,  EEnnggiinneeeerriinngg,,  AArrttss,,  aanndd  
MMaatthheemmaattiiccss  IInniittiiaattiivveess..  The 2026 GAA includes $3 
million for science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
mathematics (STEAM) initiatives. PED has typically 
used this funding to support the work of the Math and 
Science Bureau, including outdoor education, 
artificial intelligence education programming, and 
science professional learning, among other activities.  

Out-of-School Time 
Out-of-school time (OST) includes any supervised 
program or activity youth can attend outside of the 
regular school day. This can include afterschool and 
before-school programs, summer activities, teen 
centers, internships, and other extracurricular 
activities. Through participation in OST, students can 
receive homework help and tutoring, engage in 
physical activity, explore career paths, and develop 
social emotional skills.  

The 2026 GAA includes $20 million from PERF for 
OST. While PERF is typically used for multi-year 
appropriations and requires an evaluation as a 
condition of funding, the OST appropriation is only for 
FY27 and does not require such an evaluation. This 
appropriation returns state funding for OST to its 
FY24 peak and separates OST funding from high-
impact tutoring funding, consistent with LESC 
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FY27 and does not require such an evaluation. This appropriation returns state funding for OST to its FY24 peak 
and separates OST funding from high-impact tutoring funding, consistent with LESC recommendations made in 
the 2025 interim. In FY25 and FY26, OST and tutoring were included in the same budget line item. See Figure 
2: State OST Funding History.

High-Impact Tutoring

High-impact tutoring (HIT), while its specific form may vary between programs, is broadly defined as a learning 
model consisting of multiple sessions per week where a trained instructor offers academic instruction in either a 
one-on-one format or to a group of no more than four students. New Mexico and other states, looking to address 
low proficiency rates in reading and mathematics, have implemented HIT as an evidence-based intervention 
to boost student achievement and improve academic outcomes. A strong body of evidence supports HIT as an 
effective instructional intervention, though most research has focused on elementary school. A 2020 meta-
analysis of 96 randomized evaluations found HIT led to substantial academic growth.

To support HIT programming and an evaluation to assess HIT’s impact on math and reading proficiency, lawmakers 
appropriated $15.3 million from PERF. This appropriation will provide $5.1 million per year to PED in FY27 to 
FY29. This funding marked a significant increase from FY26, when $1 million was allocated for tutoring programs 
for at-risk students. The per-year funding, however, remains lower than its peak in FY25, when $8.5 million was 
specifically earmarked for HIT.

Community Schools

The community school strategy centers community involvement in the educational process. In a community 
school, the school building is not only a place for learning, but also a place to access healthcare, meal options, 
clothing, laundry, and other resources to meet the needs of students and families. National research has shown
the community school strategy, when implemented effectively, can improve attendance, student behavior, 
engagement, and academic achievement.

In the 2026 legislative session, lawmakers continued funding PED’s community school grant program with 
a three-year appropriation of $18.3 million ($6.1 million per year) from PERF. This appropriation requires an 
evaluation be conducted to assess the impact of the community school strategy on student attendance.

Universal School Meals

New Mexico’s Healthy Universal School Meals (HUSM) program ensures all New Mexico students, regardless 
of family income, can access two free meals per school day. These meals are required to comply with federal 
nutrition guidelines. Under the federal National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program, states
submit reimbursement claims to the U.S. Department of Agriculture based on students’ eligibility for free, reduced 
price, and full price meals. New Mexico’s HUSM program provides state funding for participating schools in the 
state to cover any remaining cost of students’ meals. In practice, this state funding covers meal costs for students 
who do not qualify for free meals under federal guidelines.

To continue operations of the HUSM program in FY27, lawmakers appropriated $42.2 million to reimburse New 
Mexico schools for meal program costs. This recurring appropriation remained flat from the previous fiscal year. 

Road Ahead
In the 2025 interim, LESC staff conducted research on OST access, HIT, and the factors influencing school 
climate. Each component of this research plan was aimed at highlighting ways in which schools and community 
partners can provide students and their families with a broad range of services to promote academic engagement, 
offer childcare, improve students’ safety perceptions, support career exploration, and boost academic outcomes. 
Looking ahead to the 2026 interim, LESC staff will build on this prior work with continued research into the 
availability of vital support staff in schools, access to programs like art, music, library services, and physical 
education, and additional elements needed in a school to create a well-rounded educational experience.
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School Support Staffing Practices and Needs. The adults in a school play a pivotal role in creating a safe, 
welcoming, and engaging learning environment for the students they serve. While much of the education 
policy conversation rightly focuses on classroom teachers and their instrumental part in student success and 
lifelong achievement, support staff such as counselors, nurses, psychologists, and social workers are critical to 
maintaining students’ physical, social, and emotional well-being. The need for these professionals in schools 
throughout New Mexico has been a frequent topic of conversation among educators and policymakers, but 
significant gaps in data make it challenging to assess the depth and distribution of personnel shortages, the 
workload of these professionals in their respective schools, and the success of recruitment and retention efforts.

LESC staff seek to address this information gap through collaboration with PED on school employee coding in 
Nova (PED’s school data system), the gathering of survey responses to understand how schools are providing 
crucial services to students, and case study site visits with school districts and charter schools to highlight 
different support staffing approaches. In doing so, LESC staff aim to provide lawmakers and educators with 
a clearer understanding of the necessary staff to care for all aspects of a student’s development, and how to 
effectively target state funding to support these efforts.

Music, Art, Library, and Physical Education Access. Ensuring students have access to music, art, library 
services, and physical education is important to create an engaging, rigorous, and healthy learning environment. 
These services can help promote a healthy lifestyle, encourage students to explore creative interests, and provide 
additional opportunities to develop skills. During the 2026 interim, LESC staff intend to conduct a study of access 
to music, art, library services, and physical education in New Mexico schools, paying particular attention to the 
ways in which this access (or lack thereof) impacts school staff workload, promotes student engagement, and 
supports a positive school climate.

Additional Items for Monitoring. Beyond the research projects listed above, LESC staff intend to monitor other 
education support services-related items of committee interest during the 2026 interim. In particular, LESC staff 
will stay up to date on continued implementation of the STEM innovation network, the expansion of out-of-school 
time grant funding, and evaluations of high-impact tutoring and community schools as part of PERF to inform 
budgetary and policy recommendations ahead of the 2027 legislative session.
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Introduction 
 

Assessments, accountability, and data systems are essential for students, families, school leaders, state 
agencies, and policymakers’ decision-making. State assessment results, such as the New Mexico Measures of 
Student Success and Achievement (NM-MSSA), enable policymakers and stakeholders to monitor education 
outcomes to ensure students are receiving an adequate and equitable education. Educational accountability 
systems, such as New Mexico Vistas, ensures the Public Education Department (PED) complies with the federal
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) by publishing educational outcomes, such as proficiency rates, graduation 
rates, and chronic absenteeism rates to hold schools accountable for educational outcomes and school quality. 
Data systems and dashboards, such as the Operating Budgeting Management System and the RISE NM statewide 
longitudinal data system, provide the public with school financial information and additional student outcome 
information. These systems are designed to equip policymakers, educators, and families with critical information 
about the state’s education system and student outcomes.

Previous LESC research indicates the state assessments, accountability, and data systems provide policymakers
and stakeholders with limited insight and hamper their ability to effectively monitor education outcomes. During
the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature remain focused on addressing incomplete or inaccurate data 
collection, delayed data sharing and publication, and inoperable data systems. In recent years, the Legislature 
has considered policies impacting state assessments and data governance, including artificial intelligence (AI). 
 

Session Action 
 

During the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature appropriated funds to maintain standards-based assessments, 
study reading performance, and support the development of the statewide student information system (SSIS). 
The Legislature also introduced bills impacting assessments and school accountability, though ultimately these 
measures didn’t pass.
 

Legislative Outcomes by Policy Area
 

In the 2026 General Appropriation Act (GAA) the Legislature appropriated $12.8 million to sustain standards-
based assessments, $1.2 million to the regional education cooperatives (RECs) to study reading performance, 
and $6 million to continue developing the SSIS.
 

Assessments. The Legislature appropriated $12.8 million in the GAA from the state equalization guarantee to 
PED to sustain summative standards-based assessments, which measure student outcomes.
 

The Legislature initially appropriated $1.2 million in the GAA from the general fund to REC 6 in Portales to analyze
student literacy rates in New Mexico and peer states using the Lexile framework to determine if national and 
state assessments are accurate and equitable. Ultimately, language in the GAA was line-item vetoed to redirect 
the funds to the Regional Education Cooperatives to study reading performance more broadly. The Legislature 
also considered House Memorial 43 (HM43) to request LESC and PED to conduct a similar study on reading 
performance. The memorial passed out of the House Education Committee, but it was not heard on the House 
floor and did not pass.
 

The Lexile framework is one tool among various assessments to measure reading performance. It evaluates 
reading comprehension and oral reading fluency relative to text complexity; however, it is not a comprehensive 
evaluation of literacy, which includes other factors beyond reading. New Mexico, in alignment with national 
guidelines and other state practices, uses numerous assessments to evaluate and monitor student outcomes, 
including literacy rates. The federal government uses the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 
otherwise known as the “Nation’s Report Card,” to measure student performance in reading and mathematics 
across the United States. The assessment tests representative samples of students in fourth, eighth, and 12th 
grades to allow comparison across states and over time using a common framework. New Mexico uses the NM-
MSSA to evaluate literacy rates for third-grade students through eighth-grade students and the College Board’s
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) for 11th grade students. These assessments are the state’s primary summative 
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assessments, which federal law requires all states to administer. The state’s assessments evaluate broader 
measures of literacy, including student learning of statewide academic content and performance standards.

 

Students in New Mexico perform lower than national averages on NAEP and demonstrate low overall reading 
proficiency on the NM-MSSA, although recently the state has also seen considerable proficiency gains. Additionally, 
previous LESC research found schools with a large proportion of students eligible for free and reduced-fee lunch 
(FRL) typically demonstrated lower proficiency rates on the state’s former summative assessment, Partnership 
for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). These persistent education performance trends 
combined with socioeconomic challenges suggest assessments do not fully capture students’ learning conditions.

Although HM43 was not adopted and the funding for REC6 line-item vetoed, these efforts indicate lawmakers are 
focused on ensuring assessments account for potential barriers to students’ learning and contextualize students’ 
learning conditions.

Accountability. The Legislature considered legislation to mandate annual data reporting deadlines but did not 
pass any of these bills. For example, lawmakers introduced Senate Bill 34 (SB34) to require PED to publish  
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Figure 1: Understanding Different Types of Assessment 

Assessments used for different purposes are referred to by different 

titles. Summative assessments, such as NM-MSSA, are offered once 

at the end of the year. By contrast, formative and interim assessments 

are more frequent, and often less formal. In recent years, PED has 

worked to ensure educators and stakeholders understand the 

different types of assessment and when they are administered.  
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content acquisition in the classroom. 
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Administered to track growth from the beginning to the middle and 
the end of the school year, also called BOY, MOY, and EOY. 
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Required by state and federal law at the end of the school year; used to determine 
whether students have achieved subject-matter “proficiency.” MOY, and EOY. 

AAsssseessssmmeennttss  iinn  aa  
TTyyppiiccaall  SScchhooooll  

YYeeaarr  

August May 

Source: LESC adaptation of PED graphic 
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Source: LESC analysis of PED data
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annual school assessment results by September 1 each year. Although SB34 was not heard, it continued previous 
legislative efforts, such as Senate Bill 247, from the 2025 legislative session, which also attempted to mandate 
data reporting deadlines for September 1. Previous research reported by LESC staff shows New Mexico is among 
the slowest states to publish its statewide assessment results.

Data Systems. The Legislature appropriated $6 million in the GAA from the general fund to PED to continue 
developing the SSIS, a centralized information system intended to integrate school districts’ and charter schools’
disparate systems. In 2025, the Legislature appropriated $12 million to PED to select a SSIS to improve the 
state’s education data systems. School districts and charter school participation is being phased in and is 
currently optional. Additionally, Laws 2026, Chapter 55 (SB64) requires schools use the SSIS for individualized 
education programs (IEPs) for students with disabilities. Previous LESC and LFC analysis recommended that a 
shared SSIS could improve data quality and provide a statewide IEP system to provide students with consistent 
education services and support a seamless transition.

PED began implementing the SSIS during the 2025 interim in partnership with Edupoint, an educational data 
management company overseeing Synergy SIS. PED has reported that schools’ participation in the SSIS program
can provide schools with centralized technical support, streamlines and accelerates student transfers, and 
ensures near real-time student data access.

According to PED, 102 school districts and charter schools, representing 67 percent of students, participated in
its first implementation cohort. Notably, many of the state’s largest school districts participated in cohort one, 
including Albuquerque, Bernalillo, Gadsden, Las Cruces, Los Lunas and Roswell Public Schools. PED anticipates 
at least 34 school districts and charter schools to join their second cohort, representing an additional 6 percent
of students. Schools have until September 30, 2026 to enroll in PED’s second cohort. PED’s two-year 
implementation schedule for participating schools prioritizes data migration and initial staff training during year
one and strengthens staff training during year two.

Artificial Intelligence. AI continues to impact public education through its technological developments attempting
to enhance and personalize teaching and student learning. The Legislature did not pass any bills or appropriations 
directly impacting AI in K-12 education. Existing budget formulas already allow schools to use funds for instructional 
materials and technology, including AI tools. Lawmakers introduced House Bill 330 (HB330) to allow students, 
beginning with the freshman class of the SY27, to optionally complete an AI ethics course toward the computer 
science graduation requirement. Although HB330 was not considered germane, it reflects a broader national 
trend as schools determine how to integrate AI into their education systems.

House Memorial 2 from the 2025 legislative session requested LESC to convene a diverse, multidisciplinary 
working group during the 2025 interim to study AI and recommend policies to expand access and promote data 
privacy and security. The working group determined New Mexico’s approach to AI in education should establish 
a framework to promote equitable access to safe AI tools; guide effective implementation through oversight and
professional development; protect student data and safety through clear legal safeguards; and modernize 
standard and assessment systems to prepare students for an AI-driven future. The working group suggested the
Legislature consider the dynamic of the 30-day session in 2026 and hold off on major proposals until the next 60-
day session in 2027. They noted proposed policies should align with the governor’s agenda or be clearly connected 
to budget considerations. On the following page, Figure 3: LESC’s AI Working Group Policy Development and 
Implementation Recommendations presents the actions the working group reported the Legislature and other 
stakeholders can take to promote AI policies centering students’ needs and safety.

Road Ahead
During the 2026 interim, LESC staff will continue examining trends and developments impacting assessments, 
accountability, and data systems. The Legislature continues to grapple with resource-intensive and insufficiently 
contextualized assessments, accessible and responsive data systems, and an evolving technological landscape. 
As detailed in the LESC 2026 Annual Report, LESC recommends the Legislature consider policies to ensure 
assessments, AI, and data governance are advancing student success. LESC staff will continue to monitor the 
state’s efforts to connect data systems and improve data sharing and will study the following key areas during 
the 2026 interim:
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2026 Post-Session Review
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Assessments. LESC staff will study the effectiveness of New Mexico’s assessment system, especially regarding 	
its accuracy, completeness, frequency, and consideration for socioeconomic factors. Lawmakers have expressed 
concerns that federal and state assessments do not adequately account for student’s learning conditions 
and may adversely impact instructional time. Recent national studies on academic assessments suggest that 
assessments are resource-intensive and misaligned with curriculum as teachers are increasingly responsible for
administering various assessments across subject areas. LESC staff intend to review New Mexico’s assessment
system to continually improve alignment and effectiveness.
 

Data Governance. LESC staff will continue to study New Mexico’s efforts to integrate fragmented data systems 
into a centralized and interoperable system. LESC staff will continue to monitor the state’s efforts to modernize 
education systems as PED continues implementing NOVA and the SSIS.
 

Artificial Intelligence. Building on 2025 interim work, LESC staff will continue to study AI’s role and impact in New 
Mexico’s education system, with consideration on its implementation, effectiveness and ethicality. Researchers 
and policymakers both nationally and globally are attempting to better understand the impact AI technological 
developments have on teachers and students. LESC staff will continue monitoring emerging trends to ensure 
the Legislature has the tools to support student’s learning, while protecting their safety and privacy, amidst an 
evolving technological landscape.
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concerns that federal and state assessments do not adequately account for student’s learning conditions and 
may adversely impact instructional time. Recent national studies on academic assessments suggest that 
assessments are resource-intensive and misaligned with curriculum as teachers are increasingly responsible for 
administering various assessments across subject areas. LESC staff intend to review New Mexico’s assessment 
system to continually improve alignment and effectiveness. 

DDaattaa  GGoovveerrnnaannccee. LESC staff will continue to study New Mexico’s efforts to integrate fragmented data systems 
into a centralized and interoperable system. LESC staff will continue to monitor the state’s efforts to modernize 
education systems as PED continues implementing NOVA and the SSIS. 

AArrttiiffiicciiaall  IInntteelllliiggeennccee. Building on 2025 interim work, LESC staff will continue to study AI’s role and impact in 
New Mexico’s education system, with consideration on its implementation, effectiveness and ethicality. 
Researchers and policymakers both nationally and globally are attempting to better understand the impact AI 
technological developments have on teachers and students. LESC staff will continue monitoring emerging trends 
to ensure the Legislature has the tools to support student’s learning, while protecting their safety and privacy, 
amidst an evolving technological landscape.  

FFiigguurree  33::  LLEESSCC’’ss  AAII  WWoorrkkiinngg  GGrroouupp  PPoolliiccyy  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  IImmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  RReeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss  

Source: LESC Files  

 

  

LLeeggiissllaattiioonn::  

• Formally assign guidance responsibilities to an AI oversight body 
• Identify funding source for AI tools 
• Set minimum security, safety, privacy requirements, and create a 

mechanism for enforcement 
• Prohibit certain uses of AI tools 
• Require adoption of school district policies 
• Authorize/require adoption of PED administrative rules 

PPEEDD  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee  RRuullee::  

• Enforce technical and legal requirements of security, safety, and 
privacy laws 

• Enforce prohibited uses of AI tools 
• Adopt “AI Literacy” within academic content standards  
• Enter statewide AI procurement contracts 

AAII  OOvveerrssiigghhtt  BBooddyy  
(e.g. new or existing board, council, office) 

Membership from Legislature, LESC staff, PED, 
school districts, institutions of higher education, 

educators, tribes/nations/pueblos, AI experts 

• Update AI guidance regularly 
• Publish list of vetted AI tools 
• Publish model district policy 
• Publish model procurement contract 
• Publish “AI resource clearinghouse” 
• Host “AI Summit” conference and other 

professional development opportunities 
• Provide input on needed laws and regulations 

SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  PPoolliicciieess::  

• Create districtwide AI steering committees 
• Adopt AI policies (acceptable use, responsible use, codes of conduct) 
• Enter districtwide AI procurement contracts 
• Author AI tool implementation plans  
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Infrastructure and Retirement

Introduction 
During the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature continued its focus on public school infrastructure and public
school personnel retirement by considering several measures aimed at improving these integral systems. 
Particularly, lawmakers focused on facility funding, transportation funding, and public school accountability at 
the local level. The Legislature also passed a joint resolution that will place a proposed constitutional amendment
before New Mexico voters to decide changes related to the timing and administration of local elections. These 
efforts reflect ongoing policy discussions about how to ensure school districts and charter schools have the 
resources and governance structures necessary to operate effectively and provide students with access to safe,
functional, and high-quality learning environments.

Lawmakers also considered multiple measures impacting public school infrastructure and public school 
personnel retirement issues. Proposed legislation included changes to the Public School Capital Outlay Act to 
address funding barriers for charter schools and improve access to capital outlay funding for facility projects. 
Legislators contemplated changes to address school transportation funding challenges, including rising costs and 
operational pressures. Lawmakers also discussed proposed revisions intended to strengthen local school board 
accountability and clarify governance expectations. Additionally, changes to the Public Employees Retirement 
Association (PERA) Act included provisions affecting the sharing of member information with the Education 
Retirement Board (ERB) to support administration of the Public Employees Retirement Reciprocity Act.

Session Action
In the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature considered a range of measures related to topics such as local 
school governance, school infrastructure funding, and student transportation. Ultimately, four bills were enacted,
which addressed local school elections and educational retirement, and provided or reauthorized direct capital 
outlay appropriations to public schools.

Public School Capital Outlay

Although the Legislature did not pass legislation affecting the Public School Capital Outlay Act during the 2026 
legislative session, members introduced several bills that addressed this area of statute. Proposed measures 
focused on making it easier for charter schools to cover their share of capital projects and access financing to 
meet local match requirements. Proposals also responded to concerns from charter school leaders that lease 
assistance awards they receive to pay for educational facilities do not reflect the full cost of lease payments.

Focus on Transportation Funding. Although legislation related to transportation funding did not pass, student 
transportation funding, including support for additional vehicles and activity transportation, remains an area of 
continued legislative focus. Several introduced bills proposed changes to the PED transportation distribution, a 
recurring, formula-based allocation established in statute (Section 22-8-26 NMSA 1978). These proposals would 
have changed factors in the formula to address cost concerns raised by school districts.

The Legislature appropriated $144 million for FY27 transportation costs with the enactment of Laws 2026, 
Chapter 67 (House Bill 2), a 2.1 percent increase from FY26 transportation allocation. Laws 2026, Chapter 67 
also included $18.8 million for school bus replacements and $435 thousand for school bus cameras.

Direct Capital Outlay Appropriations and Reauthorizations

Two bills were enacted earmarking capital outlay funding for public schools. Laws 2026, Chapter 68 (House Bill
332) reauthorized capital outlay appropriations from prior years, and the second bill Laws 2026, Chapter 71 
(Senate Bill 240) made new capital outlay appropriations directly to schools, Public Education Department 
(PED), and the Higher Education Department (HED). See Figure 1: Most Common Purposes for Direct Capital 
Appropriations in Laws 2026, Chapter 71.
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Capital Outlay Reauthorizations. Laws 2026, Chapter 68 reauthorizes and modifies several direct capital outlay 
appropriations made to schools in previous years. Specifically, the law makes the following changes to public 
education projects:

• 	 The purpose of a 2024 appropriation to the Eastern Plains Council of Governments was changed to allow for 
the purchase and installation of commercial kitchen equipment at the Menaul School for expenditure through 
FY28.

• 	 The purpose of a 2025 appropriation to Tierra Adentro of New Mexico Charter School was changed to allow 
for the purchase and installation of a vehicle and trailer and to plan, design, construct, equip and improve 
buildings and grounds, infrastructure, and security systems for expenditure through FY28.

• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Rio Grande High School to plan, design, construct, 
and renovate the grounds, parking lots, and bus lane areas, including fencing, resurfacing, striping, shade 
structures, drainage improvements, traffic signs, landscaping, and the purchase and installation of related 
equipment was extended through FY28.

• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Rio Grande High School to plan, design, construct, 
renovate, purchase, and install gymnasium equipment, including furniture, carpeting, fitness equipment, 
sound and lighting, and signage was extended through FY28.

• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Sunset View Elementary School to plan, design, construct, 
purchase, equip and furnish infrastructure, shade structures, benches, and landscaping related to an outdoor 
classroom, including equipment and infrastructure needed for wi-fi connectivity for outdoor learning spaces 
was extended through FY28.

• 	 The purpose of a 2024 appropriation to Hageman Municipal School District was changed to allow for planning, 
design, construction, and improvement of the football field, including security fencing. 
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and the Higher Education Department (HED). See Figure 1: Most Common Purposes for Direct Capital 
Appropriations in Laws 2026, Chapter 71. 
 

  
CCaappiittaall  OOuuttllaayy  RReeaauutthhoorriizzaattiioonnss.. Laws 2026, Chapter 68 reauthorizes and modifies several direct capital outlay 
appropriations made to schools in previous years. Specifically, the law makes the following changes to public 
education projects: 

• The purpose of a 2024 appropriation to the Eastern Plains Council of Governments was changed 
to allow for the purchase and installation of commercial kitchen equipment at the Menaul School 
for expenditure through FY28. 

• The purpose of a 2025 appropriation to Tierra Adentro of New Mexico Charter School was changed 
to allow for the purchase and installation of a vehicle and trailer and to plan, design, construct, 
equip and improve buildings and grounds, infrastructure, and security systems for expenditure 
through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Rio Grande High School to plan, design, 
construct, and renovate the grounds, parking lots, and bus lane areas, including fencing, 
resurfacing, striping, shade structures, drainage improvements, traffic signs, landscaping, and the 
purchase and installation of related equipment was extended through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Rio Grande High School to plan, design, 
construct, renovate, purchase, and install gymnasium equipment, including furniture, carpeting, 
fitness equipment, sound and lighting, and signage was extended through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Sunset View Elementary School to plan, design, 
construct, purchase, equip and furnish infrastructure, shade structures, benches, and landscaping 
related to an outdoor classroom, including equipment and infrastructure needed for wi-fi 
connectivity for outdoor learning spaces was extended through FY28.  
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• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Aldo Leopold 
Charter School to plan, design, construct, furnish, and equip 
improvements, including outdoor classrooms, to the buildings and 
grounds was extended through FY28.

• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Hondo Valley 
Public School District to plan, design, and construct access roads 
and water system improvements, including site preparation, the 
purchase and installation of a water tank, valves, gauges, connection, 
plumbing, security fencing, and tie-ins was extended through FY28.

• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Alamogordo 
High School to plan, design, construct, and improve the soccer 
field, including demolishing the field playing surface, regrading, and 
installing artificial turf, at the Riner Steinhoff soccer complex was 
extended through FY28.

• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2024 appropriation to Monte del 
Sol Charter School to purchase and equip vehicles was extended 
through FY28.

• 	 The purpose of a 2024 appropriation to Socorro High School was 
changed to allow for planning, design, construction, renovation, and 
repair the Seery gymnasium for expenditure through FY28.

• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2024 appropriation to PED to purchase 
cameras for newly purchased to-and-from school buses statewide 
was extended through FY28.

• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2024 appropriation to PED to purchase 
district-owned to-and-from school buses was extended through 
FY28.

• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Mesa Vista 
High School to plan, design, construct and equip improvements to a 
track, including turf and drainage, was extended through FY28.

• 	 The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Red River Valley 
Charter School to plan, design, construct, and equip a facility was 
extended through FY28.

Capital Outlay Appropriations. Laws 2026, Chapter 71 makes a total 
of $90.3 million in direct capital outlay appropriations to public schools, 
PED, and HED. The appropriations in Laws 2026, Chapter 71 made to 
public schools and other educational entities are summarized in Table 
1: 	Direct Capital Outlay Appropriations in Laws 2026, Chapter 71, 
and a full breakdown of the appropriations can be found in Appendix I: 
Direct Capital Outlay Appropriations.

Governance

During the 2026 legislative session, the Legislature considered several 
measures related to local school governance and school board elections. 
A Senate Joint Resolution was enacted that, if approved by voters, would
affect the timing and administration of school board and other local 
school elections. Additional proposed legislation addressed the 
statutory responsibilities and accountability of local school board 
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• The purpose of a 2024 appropriation to Hageman Municipal 
School District was changed to allow for planning, design, 
construction, and improvement of the football field, including 
security fencing. for expenditure through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Aldo 
Leopold Charter School to plan, design, construct, furnish, and 
equip improvements, including outdoor classrooms, to the 
buildings and grounds was extended through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Hondo 
Valley Public School District to plan, design, and construct 
access roads and water system improvements, including site 
preparation, the purchase and installation of a water tank, 
valves, gauges, connection, plumbing, security fencing, and tie-
ins was extended through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to 
Alamogordo High School to plan, design, construct, and 
improve the soccer field, including demolishing the field playing 
surface, regrading, and installing artificial turf, at the Riner 
Steinhoff soccer complex was extended through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2024 appropriation to Monte 
del Sol Charter School to purchase and equip vehicles was 
extended through FY28. 

• The purpose of a 2024 appropriation to Socorro High School 
was changed to allow for planning, design, construction, 
renovation, and repair the Seery gymnasium for expenditure 
through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2024 appropriation to PED to 
purchase cameras for newly purchased to-and-from school 
buses statewide was extended through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2024 appropriation to PED to 
purchase district-owned to-and-from school buses was 
extended through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Mesa 
Vista High School to plan, design, construct and equip 
improvements to a track, including turf and drainage, was 
extended through FY28. 

• The time of expenditure for a 2022 appropriation to Red 
River Valley Charter School to plan, design, construct, and 
equip a facility was extended through FY28. 

CCaappiittaall  OOuuttllaayy  AApppprroopprriiaattiioonnss..  Laws 2026, Chapter 71 makes a total of 
$90.3 million in direct capital outlay appropriations to public schools, 
PED, and HED. The appropriations in Laws 2026, Chapter 71 made to 
public schools and other educational entities are summarized in TTaabbllee  
11::  DDiirreecctt  CCaappiittaall  OOuuttllaayy  AApppprroopprriiaattiioonnss  iinn  LLaawwss  22002266,,  CChhaapptteerr  7711, and 
a full breakdown of the appropriations can be found in AAppppeennddiixx  II::  DDiirreecctt  
CCaappiittaall  OOuuttllaayy  AApppprroopprriiaattiioonnss.  

 

SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  AAmmoouunntt
Alamogordo 1,650,000$          
Albuquerque 20,000,200$        
Animas 270,000$              
Belen 300,000$              
Carlsbad 550,000$              
Chama Valley 200,000$              
Clayton 50,000$                
Cobre 171,000$              
Cuba 100,000$              
Deming 150,000$              
Dexter 950,000$              
Dora 320,000$              
Elida 220,000$              
Espanola 645,000$              
Farmington 1,905,000$          
Grants 40,000$                
Hondo Valley 240,000$              
Jemez Mountain 200,000$              
Lake Arthur 150,000$              
Las Cruces 6,825,000$          
Las Vegas City 450,000$              
Lordsburg 200,000$              
Lovington 900,000$              
Mesa Vista 175,000$              
Mora 100,000$              
NW Region 2 REC 270,000$              
Pojoaque Valley 150,000$              
Region 9 REC 450,000$              
Rio Racho 1,175,000$          
Rio Rancho 1,474,000$          
Santa Fe 198,000$              
Santa Rosa 250,000$              
Silver 320,000$              
Socorro 250,000$              
Springer 250,000$              
State Charter 7,677,000$          
Taos 175,000$              
Tatum 300,000$              
Texico 750,000$              
Truth or Consequences 286,000$              
West Las Vegas 250,000$              
SSuubbttoottaall  SScchhoooollss 5500,,998866,,220000$$              
Other Entities
HED 10,000,000$        
PED 29,315,000$        
TTOOTTAALL 9900,,330011,,220000$$              

Source: LESC files

TTaabbllee  11::  DDiirreecctt  CCaappiittaall  OOuuttllaayy  
AApppprroopprriiaattiioonnss  iinn  LLaawwss  22002266,,  

CChhaapptteerr  7711
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members. Although these measures were not enacted, the proposed legislation reflects an ongoing effort to 
support effective local school governance and build on recent legislative actions, such as the enactment of Laws 
2024, Chapter 43 (Senate Bill 137), which established training requirements for school board members and 
increased transparency in local decision-making.

School Election Timing. The Legislature passed Senate Joint Resolution 1 (SJR 1), which proposes a constitutional 
amendment to remove the requirement for school elections be held separately from partisan elections (Article 
VII, Section 1 of the New Mexico Constitution). Constitutional amendments require voter approval, and the 
question will appear on the ballot during the November 2026 general election or at a special election called 
for this purpose. If approved, the amendment could increase voter participation in school board elections by 
aligning them with partisan elections, potentially resulting in a more diverse electorate and more representative 
outcomes. It would also allow school districts to place bond and mill levy questions on partisan election ballots, 
potentially increasing local revenue for capital outlay and matching funds for capital projects, while reducing 
election-related costs such as ballot printing, mailing, staffing, legal costs, and other administrative expenses.

Educational Retirement 

Disability and Survivor Pensions Changes. The Legislature also passed Laws 2026, Chapter 14 (House Bill 
43) that makes several changes to the public employee retirement system, including amendments to the Public 
Employees Retirement Association Act (Section 10-11 NMSA 1978), Volunteer Firefighters Retirement Act 
(Section 10-11A NMSA 1978), and the Magistrate Retirement Act (Section 10-12C NMSA 1978), which clarified
provisions relating to disability pensions and survivor benefits, removed statutory inconsistencies, and made 
technical changes. One specific change included in Laws 2026, Chapter 14 was an amendment in the PERA Act
that allows the PERA board to share member information for individuals who have service time in both the PERA
and ERB systems. This sharing of member information would allow staff of both PERA and ERB to more quickly and 
efficiently and determine retirement benefits for plan and will aid in the administration of the Public Employees 
Retirement Reciprocity Act (Section 10-13A-1 NMSA 1978).

Road Ahead
During the 2026 interim, LESC staff will examine New Mexico’s school infrastructure and transportation funding
frameworks, with a focus on how funding structures account for differences in districts’ fiscal capacity, local needs, 
and priorities. This work will also include continued analysis of charter schools to ensure they are appropriately 
considered in statewide policy discussions, planning, and funding structures. In addition, staff will continue to 
monitor issues related to local school board governance and training. Strengthening alignment across education 
policy, funding systems, and governance practices will support greater equity, improve system effectiveness, and 
help advance positive outcomes for students across New Mexico.

State and Local Match. During the 2025 legislative session, the Legislature passed Laws 2025, Chapter 16 
(Senate Bill 82) extending the temporary local match reductions established by Laws 2023, Chapter 98 (Senate
Bill 131) through FY27 and expanding waiver eligibility, providing immediate relief to additional school districts 
while allowing continued evaluation of the state and local match formula by LESC, LFC, and Public Schools 
Facilities Authority (PSFA) staff. During the 2025 interim, LESC and LFC jointly studied the state and local 
match formula and the broader Public School Capital Outlay funding structure to better understand underlying 
challenges and identify opportunities for improvement. The resulting joint policy brief was presented at a joint 
LESC and LFC interim meeting in November 2025 and built on a prior presentation presented to the Public 
School Capital Outlay Oversight Task Force during the 2024 interim, where staff identified significant limitations
in the current formula, including its inability to accurately reflect districts’ true revenue capacity amid rising 
construction costs and other factors contributing to increased waiver requests. Staff identified four key points in
the joint LESC and LFC policy brief: the current formula has a sound foundation but requires improved accuracy;
it does not reflect districts’ financial capacity or rising construction costs; state support should be tied to 
expectations that districts utilize local resources while addressing inequities; and stronger project guardrails and
timelines are needed to ensure equitable and sustainable state funding. See Figure 2: LESC and LFC 2025 
Research Takeaways. While no legislation related to Public School Capital Act was passed during the 2026 
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legislative session, the question of equity, including the ability of charter schools to pay for their facilities, remains 
an area for further legislative consideration and may be integrated into the LESC’s 2026 work plan. Both the 
LESC and the Legislative Finance Committee (LFC) are expected to continue examining options for improving 
the state–local match formula for public school facility funding, often referred to as the “Phase II” formula, and 
provide policy recommendations during the 2026 interim. During the 2026 interim, LESC, LFC, and PSFA staff will 
continue working toward long-term, equitable reforms that better align local match requirements with districts’ 
fiscal realities and provide legislative proposals to strengthen the public school capital outlay funding framework.

Transportation Funding. In October 2023, LESC staff presented an analysis of the transportation funding 
formula, which included several policy recommendations such as increasing the legislative appropriation to the 
transportation distribution, using eligible ridership to calculate the transportation distribution instead of actual 
ridership, and establish a statutory distribution formula to provide a more stable funding mechanism. Many 
school districts and charter schools have continued to voice concerns that the allocations they receive for student 
transportation fall short of covering actual expenses. Changes to the formula, including the elimination of the 
density factor and the addition of a rurality adjustment, have disproportionately affected rural districts.

During the 2026 interim, LESC staff intends to evaluate operational costs, revenue realities, and budgeting 
practices of school districts and charter schools across the state. The goal is to provide the Legislature with 
a clear picture of school transportation funding, including the costs districts currently bear, the factors that 
drive those costs, and public school transportation needs statewide. This review may also prompt broader policy 
considerations, as current transportation distributions primarily support to-and-from school services, raising 
questions about whether and to what extent the state should fund other transportation costs, such as activity 
and CTE transportation.

Local Governance. LESC staff will continue to monitor the implementation of Laws 2024, Chapter 43 (Senate Bill 
137) and assess governance, accountability, training, and transparency at the local level, including the practices 
of school boards and charter school governing councils. Staff will collaborate with partners and key stakeholders 
to support effective and equitable practices, aiming to ensure high-quality educational outcomes for students 
is and provide the necessary support for school staff charged with delivering excellent education across New 
Mexico.

2026 Post-Session Review
Infrastructure and Retirement

 
 

 
  

 
5  

LLEESSCC  22002266  PPoosstt--SSeessssiioonn  RReevviieeww  
Infrastructure and Retirement 
 

formula and the broader Public School Capital Outlay funding structure to better understand underlying 
challenges and identify opportunities for improvement. The resulting joint policy brief was presented at a joint 
LESC and LFC interim meeting in November 2025 and built on a prior presentation presented to the Public 
School Capital Outlay Oversight Task Force during the 2024 interim, where staff identified significant limitations 
in the current formula, including its inability to accurately reflect districts’ true revenue capacity amid rising 
construction costs and other factors contributing to increased waiver requests. Staff identified four key points in 
the joint LESC and LFC policy brief: the current formula has a sound foundation but requires improved accuracy; 
it does not reflect districts’ financial capacity or rising construction costs; state support should be tied to 
expectations that districts utilize local resources while addressing inequities; and stronger project guardrails and 
timelines are needed to ensure equitable and sustainable state funding. See FFiigguurree  22::  LLEESSCC  aanndd  LLFFCC  22002255  
RReesseeaarrcchh  TTaakkeeaawwaayyss.. 

While no legislation related to Public School Capital Act was passed during the 2026 legislative session, the 
question of equity, including the ability of charter schools to pay for their facilities, remains an area for further 
legislative consideration and may be integrated into the LESC’s 2026 work plan. Both the LESC and the 
Legislative Finance Committee (LFC) are expected to continue examining options for improving the state–local 
match formula for public school facility funding, often referred to as the “Phase II” formula, and provide policy 
recommendations during the 2026 interim. During the 2026 interim, LESC, LFC, and PSFA staff will continue 
working toward long-term, equitable reforms that better align local match requirements with districts’ fiscal 
realities and provide legislative proposals to strengthen the public school capital outlay funding framework. 

 
TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  FFuunnddiinngg..  In October 2023, LESC staff presented an analysis of the transportation funding 
formula, which included several policy recommendations such as increasing the legislative appropriation to the 
transportation distribution, using eligible ridership to calculate the transportation distribution instead of actual 
ridership, and establish a statutory distribution formula to provide a more stable funding mechanism. Many 
school districts and charter schools have continued to voice concerns that the allocations they receive for 
student transportation fall short of covering actual expenses. Changes to the formula, including the elimination 
of the density factor and the addition of a rurality adjustment, have disproportionately affected rural districts. 

During the 2026 interim, LESC staff intends to evaluate operational costs, revenue realities, and budgeting 
practices of school districts and charter schools across the state. The goal is to provide the Legislature with a 
clear picture of school transportation funding, including the costs districts currently bear, the factors that drive 
those costs, and public school transportation needs statewide. This review may also prompt broader policy 

FFiigguurree  22::  LLEESSCC  aanndd  LLFFCC  22002255  RReesseeaarrcchh  TTaakkeeaawwaayyss  
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The current formula has a sound foundation but requires 
improved accuracy.

It does not reflect school districts’ financial capacity or rising 
construction costs.

State support should be tied to expectations that districts utilize 
local resources while addressing inequities.

Stronger project guardrails and timelines are needed to ensure 
equitable and sustainable state funding.

https://www.nmlegis.gov/handouts/ALESC 101123 Item 8 .1 - LESC Study of the Transportation Distribution.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=137&year=24
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BBiillll  NNoo.. TTiittllee
LLEESSCC  

EEnnddoorrsseedd
HHoouussee  
VVoottee

SSeennaattee  
VVoottee

FFiinnaall  
LLooccaattiioonn

CChhaapptteerr  
NNuummbbeerr

1 HB26 Prohibiting Book Banning At Public Libraries HRC 1

2 HB30 Teacher Residency Act Changes X (67-0) (39-0) Chaptered Chapter 51 2

3 HB34 School Nurse Licensure Provisions (67-0) (38-0) Chaptered Chapter 40 3

4 HB40 Temporary ERB Member Payment HAFC 4

5 HB43 Disability & Survivor Pensions Changes (65-0) (39-0) Chaptered Chapter 14 5

6 HB47 School Employee Insurance Programs X (61-0) (36-0) Chaptered Chapter 52 6

7 HB89 Computer Science Teacher Licensure HRC 7

8 HB100 STEM Innovation Network Funding HAFC 8

9 HB116 Bilingual Multicultural Education Act Changes HRC 9

10 HB118 Biliteracy Development And Training Project HRC 10

11 HB120 Limiting Student Restraint & Seclusion X (40-23) SCal 11

12 HB123 State And Fed School Grant Pgms HRC 12

13 HB149 Charter Schools & NMFA HAFC 13

14 HB159 K-12 Student Mental Health Platform HEC 14

15 HB161 Change K-12 Program Unit Calculation HEC 15

16 HB175 Reporting On School Bus Data HRC 16

17 HB185 PED Secretary & Local School Board Members X HGEIC 17

18 HB191 PED Services for LGBTQ+ HEC 18

19 HB193 Scholarships For Private Ed & Tax Credits HEC 19

20 HB253 Public Education Changes (39-0) (69-0) Chaptered Chapter 8 20

21 HB256 Defibrillators At School Athletic Events (66-0) (39-0) Chaptered Chapter 66 21

22 HB261 School Activity Buses HEC 22

23 HB262 School Transport Emergency Fund Uses HEC 23

24 HB263 School Math & Science Changes HRC 24

25 HB282 School & Juvenile Probation Cooperation HJC 25

26 HB289 School Transportation Funding HEC 26

27 HB297 UNM Project Echo HEC 27

28 HB324 School District Firearm Safety Training HRC 28

29 HB330 AI Ethics As School Science Elective HRC 29

30 30

31 HM2 Study Screen Use In Elementary Classrooms (55-0) Signed 31

32 HM30 Public Education Governance Study (57-0) Signed 32

33 HM43 Study Framework For Public School Rankings HCal 33

34 HM44 Study Family Engagement Practices HEC 34

35 HM47 Study Teacher Workloads (55-0) HEC 35

36 HM53 Study "Gifted-In-Field" Teacher Endorsement (55-0) Signed 36

37 HM57 Bilingual Educator Credentialing HEC 37

38 HM58 Study Public School Transportation Barriers HEC 38

39 39

40 SB19 School Finance Unit Value Reset (65-0) (36-1) Chaptered Chapter 2 40

SSeennaattee  BBiillllss

HHoouussee  MMeemmoorriiaallss

LLeeggiissllaattiioonn  RReellaatteedd  ttoo  PPuubblliicc  EEdduuccaattiioonn  IInnttrroodduucceedd  iinn  tthhee
SSeeccoonndd  SSeessssiioonn  ooff  tthhee  5577tthh  LLeeggiissllaattuurree  ooff  tthhee  SSttaattee  ooff  NNeeww  MMeexxiiccoo

(Organized by Bill Number)

HHoouussee  BBiillllss

Appendix A: Legislation Related to Public Education (Organized by Bill Number)
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BBiillll  NNoo.. TTiittllee
LLEESSCC  

EEnnddoorrsseedd
HHoouussee  
VVoottee

SSeennaattee  
VVoottee

FFiinnaall  
LLooccaattiioonn

CChhaapptteerr  
NNuummbbeerr

41 SB23 Exceptions To Student Use Of Phones (32-6) HEC 41

42 SB29 Math Requirements For Teaching License X (61-0) (34-0) Chaptered Chapter 53 42

43 SB34 Publish Standards-Based Assessment Info SCC 43

44 SB37 High Quality Literacy Instruction Act X (64-0) (39-0) Chaptered Chapter 54 44

45 SB45 Academic Library Management Policies SCC 45

46 SB49 School-Age Appropriate Filtering Project SCC 46

47 SB54 School Personnel Required Trainings SCC 47

48 SB64 Create Office Of Special Education X (62-1) (38-1) Chaptered Chapter 55 48

49 SB65 Management Of Public School Libraries SCC 49

50 SB70 Universal Basic Income Pilot Project X SCC 50

51 SB73 Driver's Ed Requirements (45-2) (25-16) Chaptered Chapter 57 51

52 SB84 School Water Management Program SCC 52

53 SB105 Attendance For Success & Excused Absences X SCC 53

54 SB107 Statewide Out-Of-School Time Programming SFC 54

55 SB118 Back-To-School Tax Holiday Price Limits STBTC 55

56 SB123 Defibrillators In Schools SFC 56

57 SB125 School Employee Insurance Contributions SCC 57

58 SB141 Student Eligibility For Extracurriculars SCC 58

59 SB158 PED Micro-Credentialing Pilot Project SCC 59

60 SB166 Transfer From General Fund To Other Funds STBTC 60

61 SB167 Crime Of Deadly Weapon On School Premises SJC 61

62 SB178 School Finance Changes SEC 62

63 SB188 Paid Parental Leave For School Employees SCC 63

64 SB191 Seizure Safe Schools Act SCC 64

65 SB216 Certificate For Native American Languages SFC 65

66 SB233 High-Impact Tutoring For Some Students SCC 66

67 SB234 Foster Child School Transportation SFC 67

68 SB241 Child Care Assistance Program Act (37-19) (25-15) Chaptered Chapter 63 68

69 SB309 Lottery Deposits Into Tuition Fund SCal 69

70 SB311 Crimes Against School Employees SCC 70

71 71

72 SJR1 School Election Timing, CA (50-9) (38-0) Passed 72

73 SJR3 Appointed State Board of Education, CA SEC 73

74 74

75 SM20 Statewide Youth Violence Summit (35-0) Signed 75

SSeennaattee  JJooiinntt  RReessoolluuttiioonnss

SSeennaattee  MMeemmoorriiaallss
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42

RReeaaddiinngg  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  AApppprroopprriiaattiioonn  AAcctt  aass  RReellaatteedd  ttoo  EEdduuccaattiioonn  

The final version of the General Appropriation Act (GAA) of 2026 is here.  

GGeenneerraall  gguuiiddeelliinneess  wwhheenn  rreeaaddiinngg  tthhee  GGAAAA  (also noted in Section 3 beginning on page 3):    

• Appropriation amounts are expressed in thousands of dollars, unless otherwise indicated.  
• If the appropriation is from the Other State Funds column, continue reading to identify the source. 
• Continue reading to identify any reversion provisions.  

KKeeyy  SSeeccttiioonnss  aanndd  SSuubbsseeccttiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  GGAAAA  
SSeeccttiioonn  44::  FFIISSCCAALL  YYEEAARR  22002277  AAPPPPRROOPPRRIIAATTIIOONNSS  (begins on page 4 of the bill) 

• SSeeccttiioonn  44,,  SSuubbsseeccttiioonn  FF, is titled “Health, Hospitals and Human Services,” and includes  appropriations for the  
Early Childhood Education and Care Department  (page 84).  

• SSeeccttiioonn  44,,  SSuubbsseeccttiioonn  II, is titled “Other Education,” (page 136-139) and includes operational appropriations 
and special appropriations for the Public Education Department (PED), regional education cooperatives, and 
the Public School Facilities Authority (PSFA). 

• SSeeccttiioonn  44,,  SSuubbsseeccttiioonn  JJ, is titled “Higher Education,” (page 139-178) and includes the Higher Education 
Department (HED), as well as each university and community college.   

• SSeeccttiioonn  44,,  SSuubbsseeccttiioonn  KK, is titled “Public School Support,” (page 178-184) and includes the state equalization 
guarantee (SEG) distribution and categorical appropriations. The SEG is a needs-based funding formula 
designed to equitably distribute state revenue for operations of school districts and charter schools. SEG 
funding accounts for around 75 percent of a school district or charter school’s operating budget and is 
discretionary.  

SSeeccttiioonn  55::  SSPPEECCIIAALL  AAPPPPRROOPPRRIIAATTIIOONNSS (begins on page 184 with appropriations to PED on page 219-223) 

• Amounts in Section 5 are appropriated from the general fund or other funds as indicated for the purposes 
specified, and unless otherwise indicated, may be expended in fiscal year 2027.  

SSeeccttiioonn  66::  SSUUPPPPLLEEMMEENNTTAALL  AANNDD  DDEEFFIICCIIEENNCCYY  AAPPPPRROOPPRRIIAATTIIOONNSS  (begins on page 234 of the bill).  

• Amounts in Section 6 are appropriated from the general fund or other funds as indicated for expenditure in 
fiscal year 2026  or other fiscal years for the purposes specified.  

SSeeccttiioonn  77::  Information Technology Appropriations (page 237).  

SSeeccttiioonn  88:: Natural Disasters and Executive Orders Appropriations (page 243).  

SSeeccttiioonn  99::  Government Results and Opportunity Expendable Trust and Public Education Reform Fund (page 244).   

SSeeccttiioonn  1100::  Special Transportation Appropriations (page 275).  

SSeeccttiioonn  1111:: Fund Transfers (page 275). 

SSeeccttiioonn  1122::  Additional Fiscal Year 2026 Budget Adjustment Authority (page 278).  

SSeeccttiioonn  1133:: Certain Fiscal Year 2027 Budget Adjustments Authorized (page 281).   

SSeeccttiioonn  1144: Transfer Authority (page 290). 

SSeeccttiioonn  1155:: Severability (page 290).  

Appendix B: Reading the General Appropriation Act (GAA)
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SSeelleecctteedd  LLaanngguuaaggee  RReellaatteedd  ttoo  PPuubblliicc  EEdduuccaattiioonn  ffrroomm  tthhee    
GGeenneerraall  AApppprroopprriiaattiioonn  AAcctt  ooff  22002266  

Strikethrough Indicates Executive Veto 

SSttaattee  EEqquuaalliizzaattiioonn  GGuuaarraanntteeee  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn    

The rate of distribution of the state equalization guarantee distribution shall be based on a program unit value 
determined by the secretary of public education. The secretary of public education shall establish a preliminary 
unit value to establish budgets for the 2026-2027 school year and then, on verification of the number of units 
statewide for fiscal year 2027 but no later than January 31, 2027, the secretary of public education may adjust 
the program unit value. In setting the preliminary unit value and the final unit value in January, the public 
education department shall consult with the department of finance and administration, legislative finance 
committee and legislative education study committee.  

The general fund appropriation to the state equalization guarantee distribution includes sufficient funding to 
provide all affected employees an hourly salary of at least fifteen dollars ($15.00).  

The general fund appropriation to the state equalization guarantee distribution includes seventy-three million 
one hundred fifty-three thousand nine hundred dollars ($73,153,900) contingent on enactment of House Bill 47 
or similar legislation in the second session of the fifty-seventh legislature amending the Public School Insurance 
Authority Act to raise group insurance contributions for school districts and charter schools in the public school 
insurance authority to at least eighty percent of the cost of the insurance of an employee.  

For fiscal year 2027, no school district may reorganize to create a school, a school district or school program in 
which the majority of students attend school off campus during instructional days and no new charter school 
may be authorized in which the majority of students attend school off campus during instructional days.  

For fiscal year 2027, a school district or charter school shall not be eligible for enrollment growth program units 
pursuant to Section 22-8-23.1 NMSA 1978 for any student who participates in an instructional program that 
does not require on-campus attendance during instructional days, except for students who participated in such 
a program in the same school district or charter school during fiscal year 2026, students whose individualized 
education program provides for remote instruction or for students who enroll, or are enrolled, in a charter school 
that includes remote instruction as part of its charter.  

For fiscal year 2027, if the program cost made available is insufficient to meet the level of state support required 
by the special education maintenance of effort requirements of Part B of the federal Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, the public education department shall reduce the program cost and state equalization guarantee 
distribution appropriation in an amount sufficient to cover the projected shortfall and distribute that amount to 
school districts and charter schools in proportion to each school district's and charter school's share of the total 
statewide program cost to meet the level of support required by Part B of the federal Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act for fiscal year 2027. The public education department shall reset the final unit value and 
recalculate each school district's and charter school's program cost for fiscal year 2027.  

The general fund appropriation to the state equalization guarantee distribution includes fifty-five million dollars 
($55,000,000) for school districts and charter schools to purchase culturally and linguistically appropriate 
instructional materials for eligible students, including dual-credit instructional materials and educational 
technology.  

The general fund appropriation to the state equalization guarantee distribution includes fifty-nine million dollars 
($59,000,000) for school districts and charter schools to meet teacher mentorship requirements pursuant to 
Section 22-10A-9 NMSA 1978, create an educational plan pursuant to Section 22-8- 6 NMSA 1978, provide 
scientifically based literacy programs pursuant to Section 22-13-29 NMSA 1978 and Section 22-13-32 NMSA 
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1978, provide career technical education programs pursuant to Section 22-1-12 NMSA 1978 and implement 
the community school framework pursuant to Section 22-32-6 NMSA 1978.  

The general fund appropriation to the state equalization guarantee distribution includes sufficient funding to 
provide all persons holding and requesting a Native American language and culture certificate and working in an 
instructional capacity a salary in accordance with Section 22-10A-13 NMSA 1978.  

The public education department shall monitor and review the operating budgets of school districts and charter 
schools to ensure the school district or charter school is prioritizing available funds to those functions most likely 
to close the gap in student outcomes for students with disabilities, English language learners, Native American 
students, and economically disadvantaged students, including outcomes pursuant to Section 22-23 NMSA 
1978, Section 22-23A NMSA 1978, Section 22-23B NMSA 1978 and Section 22- 23C NMSA 1978. If a school 
district or charter school submits a fiscal year 2027 operating budget that, in the opinion of the secretary of 
public education, fails to prioritize funds as described in this paragraph, the secretary of public education shall, 
prior to approving the school district's or charter school's fiscal year 2027 budget, direct the school district or 
charter school to revise its submitted budget or shall make such revisions as required to meet the requirements 
of this paragraph.  

The general fund appropriation to the public school fund shall be reduced by the amounts transferred to the 
public school fund from the current school fund and from federal Mineral Leasing Act receipts otherwise 
unappropriated.  

The other state funds appropriation to the state equalization guarantee distribution includes balances received 
by the public education department pursuant to Section 66-5-44 NMSA 1978.  

Any unexpended balances in the authorized distributions remaining at the end of fiscal year 2027 from 
appropriations made from the general fund shall revert to the general fund. 

CCaatteeggoorriiccaall  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonnss    

TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn.. The general fund appropriation to the transportation distribution includes one million three 
hundred forty-three thousand six hundred dollars ($1,343,600), contingent on enactment of House Bill 47 or 
similar legislation in the second session of the fifty-seventh legislature amending the Public School Insurance 
Authority Act to raise group insurance contributions for school districts and charter schools in the public school 
insurance authority to at least eighty percent of the cost of the insurance of an employee.  

EEmmeerrggeennccyy  SSuupppplleemmeennttaall  DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn..  The secretary of public education shall not distribute any emergency 
supplemental funds to a school district or charter school that is not in compliance with the Audit Act or that has 
cash and invested reserves, other resources or any combination thereof equaling five percent or more of their 
operating budget.  

Any unexpended balances in the supplemental distribution of the public education department remaining at the 
end of fiscal year 2027 from appropriations made from the general fund shall revert to the general fund. 

SSttaannddaarrddss--BBaasseedd  AAsssseessssmmeennttss..  Any unexpended balances in the standards-based assessments appropriation 
remaining at the end of fiscal year 2027 from appropriations made from the general fund shall revert to the 
general fund.  

SSppeecciiaall  AApppprroopprriiaattiioonnss  ((BBeellooww--tthhee--LLiinnee)) 

The public education department shall not make an award to a school district or charter school that does not 
submit an approved educational plan pursuant to Section 22-8-6 NMSA 1978 or an approved teacher 
mentorship program pursuant to Section 22-10A-9 NMSA 1978.  
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The internal service funds/interagency transfers appropriation to the graduation, reality and dual-role skills 
program of the public education department is from the federal temporary assistance for needy families block 
grant to New Mexico.  

The other state funds appropriation to the public education department for national board certification 
assistance is from the national board certification scholarship fund.  

The public education department may distribute awards from the advanced placement, international 
baccalaureate and PSAT 11th grade test assistance appropriation to public schools and secondary schools 
funded by the bureau of Indian education of the United States department of the interior that offer international 
baccalaureate programs to provide the international baccalaureate program tests at a reduced rate to New 
Mexico students.  

The general fund appropriation to the public education department special appropriations for school safety is for 
school safety interoperable alert systems.  

Any unexpended balances in special appropriations to the public education department remaining at the end of 
fiscal year 2027 from appropriations made from the general fund shall revert to the general fund. 
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PPUUBBLLIICC  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSUUPPPPOORRTT
GGeenneerraall  FFuunndd  HHiigghh--LLeevveell

(dollars in thousands)

  FFYY2266  OOppBBuudd  
  FFYY2277  EEXXEECC  

RReeccoommmmeenndd..  
  FFYY2277  LLFFCC  

RReeccoommmmeenndd..  
  FFYY2277  LLEESSCC  

RReeccoommmmeenndd..    LLaawwss  22002266  

1 PPRROOGGRRAAMM  CCOOSSTT 1

2 PPrriioorr  YYeeaarr  PPrrooggrraamm  CCoosstt  OOppBBuudd 44,,117711,,997711..22                44,,449999,,223355..55                44,,449999,,223355..55                44,,449999,,223355..55                44,,449999,,223355..55                2

3 UNIT CHANGES 3

4 Removing Title I Units from ARI (163,229.9)            -                         -                         -                         -                         4

5 Removing Mobility Units from ARI (99,298.0)              -                         -                         -                         -                         5

6 Adding FII Units to ARI 300,740.7             -                         -                         -                         -                         6

7 Adding EL Units 3,458.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         7

8 Adding Grades 7 - 12 Units 51,148.3               -                         -                         -                         -                         8

9 Adding Grade 6 Units 40,115.8               -                         -                         -                         -                         9

10               SSuubbttoottaall::  PPrrooppoosseedd  FFoorrmmuullaa  CChhaannggeess 113322,,993355..00                      --                                              --                                              --                                              --                                              10

11 Increased K-12 Plus Units 49,731.7               -                         -                         -                         -                         11

12 Other FY25 Net Unit Changes (12,996.5)              -                         -                         -                         -                         12

13           SSuubbttoottaall::  NNeett  BBaassee  UUnniitt  AAddjjuussttmmeennttss  3366,,773355..22                            --                                              --                                              --                                              --                                              13

14 Other Projected Net Unit Changes (22,215.1)              -                         (44,952.7)              -                         (44,952.7)              14

15 UNIT VALUE CHANGES 15

16 Average Salary Increase (EXEC: 1%, LFC: 1%, LESC: 3%) 135,129.6             36,043.7               36,043.7               108,131.1             36,043.7               16

17 Increase Minimum Salaries for Teachers ($55K, $65K, $75K) 4,380.5                  -                         -                         -                         -                         17

18 Instructional Materials and Educational Technology -                         10,050.0               -                         -                         -                         18

19 Insurance Parity (80/20)1 -                         -                         73,153.9               73,153.9               73,153.9               19

20 Insurance Premium Increases 38,364.4               -                         45,396.5               47,724.7               45,396.5               20

21 Fixed Costs 1,934.7                  5,050.0                  3,032.3                  4,863.1                  3,032.3                  21

22 SSuubbttoottaall  CCuurrrreenntt  YYeeaarr  PPrrooggrraamm  CCoosstt  BBaassee 44,,449999,,223355..55                44,,555500,,337799..22                44,,661111,,990099..22                44,,773333,,110088..33                44,,661111,,990099..22                22

23 $$  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 332277,,226644..33                      5511,,114433..77                            111122,,667733..77                      223333,,887722..77                      111122,,667733..77                      23

24 %%  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 77..88%% 11..11%% 22..55%% 55..22%% 22..55%% 24

25 SSTTAATTEE  EEQQUUAALLIIZZAATTIIOONN  GGUUAARRAANNTTEEEE  ((SSEEGG)) 25

26 SSuubbttoottaall  CCuurrrreenntt  YYeeaarr  SSEEGG  BBaassee 44,,449977,,773355..55                44,,554488,,887799..22                44,,661100,,440099..22                44,,773311,,660088..33                44,,661100,,440099..22                26

27 $$  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 332277,,226644..33                      5511,,114433..77                            111122,,667733..77                      223333,,887722..77                      111122,,667733..77                      27

28 %%  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 77..88%% 11..11%% 22..55%% 55..22%% 22..55%% 28

29 CCAATTEEGGOORRIICCAALL  AAPPPPRROOPPRRIIAATTIIOONNSS 29

30 TRANSPORTATION DISTRIBUTION 30

31 Maintenance and Operations 118,683.7             145,098.0             121,913.4             126,998.0             121,913.4             31

32 Fuel 13,201.2               -                         13,201.2               11,600.0               13,201.2               32

33 Rental Fees 5,894.1                  -                         5,894.1                  6,500.0                  5,894.1                  33

34 Insurance 888.9                     -                         966.6                     -                         966.6                     34

35 Insurance Parity (80/20)1 -                         -                         1,343.6                  1,343.6                  1,343.6                  35

36 Average Compensation Increase (EXEC: 1%, LFC: 1%, LESC: 3%) 2,340.8                  662.0                     662.0                     1,986.0                  662.0                     36

37 Adequacy Funding -                         -                         -                         5,283.7                  -                         37

38 SSuubbttoottaall  CCuurrrreenntt  YYeeaarr  TTrraannssppoorrttaattiioonn  BBaassee 114411,,000088..77                      114455,,776600..00                      114433,,998800..99                      115533,,771111..33                      114433,,998800..99                      38

39 $$  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 77,,221155..44                                44,,775511..33                                22,,997722..22                                1122,,770022..66                            22,,997722..22                                39

40 %%  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 55..44%% 33..44%% 22..11%% 99..00%% 22..11%% 40

41 OOTTHHEERR  CCAATTEEGGOORRIICCAALL  AAPPPPRROOPPRRIIAATTIIOONNSS 41

42 Indian Education Fund 20,000.0               20,000.0               20,000.0               20,000.0               20,000.0               42

43 Standards-Based Assessments 12,770.0               13,000.0               12,770.0               12,770.0               12,770.0               43

44 Emergency Supplemental 1,000.0                  1,000.0                  1,000.0                  1,000.0                  1,000.0                  44

45 Out-of-State Tuition 393.0                     393.0                     393.0                     393.0                     393.0                     45

46 SSuubbttoottaall  CCuurrrreenntt  YYeeaarr  CCaatteeggoorriiccaall  AApppprroopprriiaattiioonnss 117755,,117711..77                      118800,,115533..00                      117788,,114433..99                      118877,,887744..33                      117788,,114433..99                      46

47 $$  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 99,,998855..44                                44,,998811..33                                22,,997722..22                                1122,,770022..66                            22,,997722..22                                47

48 %%  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 66..00%% 22..88%% 11..77%% 77..33%% 11..77%% 48

49 SSUUBBTTOOTTAALL  PPUUBBLLIICC  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSUUPPPPOORRTT 44,,667722,,990077..22                44,,772299,,003322..22                44,,778888,,555533..11                44,,991199,,448822..66                44,,778888,,555533..11                49

50 $$  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 333377,,224499..77                      5566,,112255..00                            111155,,664455..99                      224466,,557755..33                      111155,,664455..99                      50

51 %%  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 77..88%% 11..22%% 22..55%% 55..33%% 22..55%% 51

52 RREELLAATTEEDD  RREEQQUUEESSTTSS::  RREECCUURRRRIINNGG 52

53 Universal School Meals 42,201.0               42,201.0               42,201.0               42,201.0               42,201.0               53

54 Early Literacy and Reading Support 14,000.0               14,000.0               14,000.0               14,000.0               14,000.0               54

55 Statewide Information System and Other Systems (IEP) -                         -                         8,500.0                  8,500.0                  -                         55

56 School Leader Professional Development 5,000.0                  4,600.0                  5,000.0                  5,000.0                  5,000.0                  56

57 Literacy Coaches -                         -                         -                         -                         2,000.0                  57

Appendix D: Public School Support and Related Appropriations for FY27 
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PPUUBBLLIICC  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSUUPPPPOORRTT
GGeenneerraall  FFuunndd  HHiigghh--LLeevveell

(dollars in thousands)

  FFYY2266  OOppBBuudd  
  FFYY2277  EEXXEECC  

RReeccoommmmeenndd..  
  FFYY2277  LLFFCC  

RReeccoommmmeenndd..  
  FFYY2277  LLEESSCC  

RReeccoommmmeenndd..    LLaawwss  22002266  

58 Teacher Professional Development 4,000.0                  5,600.0                  -                         4,000.0                  -                         58

59 Regional Education Cooperatives 1,500.0                  1,500.0                  1,500.0                  1,500.0                  1,500.0                  59

60 School Safety (Panic Buttons) 1,500.0                  1,500.0                  1,500.0                  1,500.0                  1,500.0                  60

61 Test Fee Waivers and Training 1,250.0                  1,250.0                  1,250.0                  1,250.0                  1,250.0                  61

62 GRADS – Teen Parent Interventions 750.0                     750.0                     750.0                     750.0                     750.0                     62

63 Martinez-Yazzie  Action Plan Implementation -                         1,420.0                  63

64 Operations (Literacy Institute) -                         2,000.0                  -                         -                         -                         64

65 SSuubbttoottaall  CCuurrrreenntt  YYeeaarr  BBaassee 7700,,220011..00                            7744,,882211..00                            7744,,770011..00                            7788,,770011..00                            6688,,220011..00                            65

66 $$  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 22,,885511..00                                44,,662200..00                                44,,550000..00                                88,,550000..00                                ((22,,000000..00))                              66

67 %%  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 44..22%% 66..66%% 66..44%% 1122..11%% --22..88%% 67

68 PPUUBBLLIICC  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT 68

69 PPrriioorr  YYeeaarr  OOppBBuudd 2244,,552211..66                            2266,,226633..77                            2266,,226633..77                            2266,,226633..77                            2266,,226633..77                            69

70 Base Changes 1,742.1                  3,003.5                  928.7                     2,688.7                  768.7                     70

71 SSuubbttoottaall  CCuurrrreenntt  YYeeaarr  BBaassee 2266,,226633..77                            2299,,226677..22                            2277,,119922..44                            2288,,995522..44                            2277,,003322..44                            71

72 %%  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 77..11%% 1111..44%% 33..55%% 1100..22%% 22..99%% 72

73 TTOOTTAALL  PPUUBBLLIICC  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSUUPPPPOORRTT 73

74 PPrriioorr  YYeeaarr  OOppBBuudd 44,,442277,,552299..11                44,,776699,,337711..99                44,,776699,,337711..99                44,,776699,,337711..99                44,,776699,,337711..99                74

75 Base Changes 341,842.8             63,748.5               121,074.6             257,764.0             114,414.6             75

76 TToottaall 44,,776699,,337711..99                44,,883333,,112200..44                44,,889900,,444466..55                55,,002277,,113366..00                44,,888833,,778866..55                76

77 %%  CChhaannggee  ffrroomm  OOppBBuudd 77..77%% 11..33%% 22..66%% 55..44%% 22..44%% 77

SSEECCTTIIOONNSS  55,,  66,,  77,,  AANNDD  OOTTHHEERR  NNOONNRREECCUURRRRIINNGG  AAPPPPRROOPPRRIIAATTIIOONNSS

78 GGeenneerraall  FFuunndd 78

79 Public Education Reform Fund 63,800.0               5,000.0                  -                         52,200.0               -                         79

80 Career and Technical Education (CTE) 28,500.0               38,500.0               -                         40,000.0               -                         80

81 Reading and Math Interventions 29,000.0               30,000.0               29,000.0               30,000.0               29,000.0               81

82 Educator Fellows (GYO: $1 Million) 20,000.0               20,300.0               20,000.0               20,000.0               20,000.0               82

83 Evidence-Based CTE and Work-Based Learning Pilot2 -                         -                         -                         -                         17,000.0               83

84 Literacy Coaches (Schools in lowest quartile, FY27-FY29) -                         14,560.0               -                         -                         14,600.0               84

85 Summer Internships 10,000.0               10,000.0               10,000.0               10,000.0               10,000.0               85

86 Statewide Student Information System 12,000.0               8,500.0                  -                         -                         6,000.0                  86

87 HB63 Hold Harmless Supplemental -                         -                         6,000.0                  -                         6,000.0                  87

88 Administrator Preparation, Induction and Evaluation 2,280.0                  5,600.0                  5,600.0                  5,600.0                  5,600.0                  88

89 School Improvement 6,000.0                  6,300.0                  -                         6,000.0                  4,000.0                  89

90 Special Education Initiatives 4,000.0                  4,000.0                  4,000.0                  4,000.0                  4,000.0                  90

91 Learning Management System (Microcredentials) -                         3,700.0                  4,000.0                  -                         3,700.0                  91

92 STEM Network 3,000.0                  3,000.0                  -                         3,000.0                  3,000.0                  92

93 STEAM Initiatives 3,000.0                  3,000.0                  3,000.0                  3,000.0                  3,000.0                  93

94 NM School for the Arts Dorm Operations -                         1,150.0                  -                         -                         2,300.0                  94

95 Literacy Center Operations -                         3,000.0                  -                         5,000.0                  2,000.0                  95

96 REC Student Reading -                         -                         -                         -                         1,200.0                  96

97 Wellness Rooms Pilot -                         -                         -                         -                         1,000.0                  97

98 Trauma Informed Care Training -                         -                         -                         -                         1,000.0                  98

99 Outdoor Classroom Initiatives 500.0                     500.0                     500.0                     700.0                     500.0                     99

100 Graduation Planning and Pathway System -                         -                         -                         -                         500.0                     100

101 Hispanic Education Act -                         1,500.0                  -                         -                         500.0                     101

102 Bilingual Multicultural Education Act -                         1,100.0                  -                         -                         500.0                     102

103 Black Education Act -                         500.0                     -                         -                         500.0                     103

104 Automated External Defribrillators -                         -                         -                         -                         400.0                     104

105 Unified Application for State and Federal Grants and Plans IT System -                         2,500.0                  -                         2,500.0                  250.0                     105

106 Safety Summit 200.5                     200.5                     200.5                     200.5                     200.5                     106

107 Instructional Materials Resource Library (Heritage & Bilingual Programs) -                         -                         -                         -                         200.0                     107

108 Out-of-School Learning and Summer Enrichment 15,000.0               14,000.0               -                         20,000.0               -                         108

109 Potential Cost Overruns for School Meals 5,000.0                  5,000.0                  5,179.3                  5,179.3                  -                         109

110 School Board Training -                         -                         -                         1,500.0                  -                         110

111 Community School and Family Engagement Initiatives 6,000.0                  6,000.0                  -                         -                         -                         111
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Appendix D: Public School Support and Related Appropriations for FY27 

        

PPUUBBLLIICC  SSCCHHOOOOLL  SSUUPPPPOORRTT
GGeenneerraall  FFuunndd  HHiigghh--LLeevveell

(dollars in thousands)

  FFYY2266  OOppBBuudd  
  FFYY2277  EEXXEECC  

RReeccoommmmeenndd..  
  FFYY2277  LLFFCC  

RReeccoommmmeenndd..  
  FFYY2277  LLEESSCC  

RReeccoommmmeenndd..    LLaawwss  22002266  

112 Martinez-Yazzie  Action Plan Implementation (Year Two) -                         2,030.0                  -                         -                         -                         112

113 Culturally Relevant Assessment Items -                         500.0                     -                         -                         -                         113

114 Rent Shortfall 230.3                     395.9                     -                         -                         -                         114

115 State Support Reserve Fund 40,000.0               -                         -                         -                         -                         115

116 Indian Education Initiatives3 30,000.0               -                         -                         -                         -                         116

117 Universal School Meals Supplemental (FY25) 7,848.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         117

118 Math Lab Pilots3 6,000.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         118

119 Youth Behavioral Health Supports3 5,000.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         119

120 Universal School Meals FY24 Deficiency 3,054.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         120

121 Class Size Reductions & CTE Startup Costs (Rio Rancho) 3,000.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         121

122 Career Development Success Pilot3 1,500.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         122

123 SSuubbttoottaall  CCuurrrreenntt  YYeeaarr  BBaassee 330044,,991122..88                      119900,,883366..44                      8877,,447799..88                            220088,,887799..88                      113366,,995500..55                      123

OOTTHHEERR  SSTTAATTEE  AANNDD  FFEEDDEERRAALL  FFUUNNDDSS

124 PPuubblliicc  EEdduuccaattiioonn  RReeffoorrmm  FFuunndd 124

125 High-Impact Tutoring3 -                         15,000.0               15,300.0               30,600.0               15,300.0               125

126 Community Schools3 -                         -                         18,300.0               21,600.0               18,300.0               126

127 CTE Innovation Zones3 -                         -                         34,500.0               -                         21,600.0               127

128 Out-of-School Learning -                         -                         21,600.0               -                         20,000.0               128

129 Career Technical Education Pilot Program -                         -                         -                         -                         18,000.0               129

130 Attendance Initiatives3 18,600.0               -                         -                         -                         -                         130

131 Secondary Educator Literacy3 15,600.0               -                         -                         -                         -                         131

132 Math Achievement3 13,500.0               -                         -                         -                         -                         132

133 Innovative Staffing Strategies3 7,800.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         133

134 Supports for Students who are Unhoused3 6,300.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         134

135 Martinez-Yazzie  Action Plan Implementation4 -                         -                         -                         -                         2,000.0                  135

136 Learning Management System (Microcredentials) 3,700.0                  -                         -                         4,000.0                  -                         136

137 Wellness Rooms Pilot 1,000.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         137

138 Hispanic Education Act 500.0                     -                         -                         500.0                     -                         138

139 Black Education Act 500.0                     -                         -                         500.0                     -                         139

140 Bilingual Multicultural Education Act 500.0                     -                         -                         500.0                     -                         140

141 Fund Clean-Up (K3PF, RMF, SLAF) 15.5                       -                         -                         -                         -                         141

142 SSuubbttoottaall  CCuurrrreenntt  YYeeaarr  BBaassee 6688,,001155..55                            1155,,000000..00                            8899,,770000..00                            5577,,770000..00                            9955,,220000..00                            142

143 OOtthheerr  SSttaattee  FFuunnddss  aanndd  IInntteerr--AAggeennccyy  TTrraannssffeerrss 143

144 Security, CTE, Maintenance, and Repair SB9 Distribution (PSCOF) 50,000.0               -                         -                         -                         -                         144

145 Electric Vehicle Infastructure and Bus Conversion (FY26-FY28) 60,000.0               -                         -                         -                         -                         145

146 School Bus Replacement (PSCOF) -                         18,880.0               18,880.0               18,880.0               18,880.0               146

147 Alternative School Bus Fueling or Charging Infrast. (PSCOF) 1,500.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         147

148 Navajo Prep Infastructure and Drainage Improvement (PSCOF) 3,000.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         148

149 Paolo Soleri Amphitheater (PSCOF) 3,000.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         149

150 STEM Institute Construction (PSCOF) 20,000.0               -                         -                         -                         10,000.0               150

151 School Bus Cameras (PSCOF) -                         -                         -                         -                         435.0                     151

152 Literacy Institute Construction (PSCOF) -                         -                         -                         -                         10,000.0               152

153 National Board Certification Scholarship Fund 500.0                     500.0                     500.0                     500.0                     500.0                     153

154 GRADS – Teen Parent Interventions (TANF) 500.0                     500.0                     500.0                     500.0                     500.0                     154

155 Grow Your Own Teachers Fund (FY26: EdFellows) 300.0                     -                         -                         -                         -                         155

156 Sufficiency Lawsuit Fees (Consumer Settlement Fund) 500.0                     500.0                     500.0                     500.0                     500.0                     156

157 Gallup-McKinley County Schools Supplemental (ESF, PERF, SEG) -                         -                         -                         -                         5,000.0                  157

158 Public Education Reform Fund (GROF) -                         -                         89,700.0               -                         89,700.0               158

159 SEG K-12 Plus Units (PKF) -                         14,000.0               -                         -                         159

160 Transfers to PERF (FYRF, TPF, ISIF, SNIF, ETDCF, CSSF, KPF) 258.7                     -                         -                         -                         -                         160

161 Online Licensure Portal (ELF) 4,000.0                  -                         -                         -                         -                         161

162 Career Technical Education (CTEF) 10,000.0               -                         -                         -                         -                         162

163 SSuubbttoottaall  CCuurrrreenntt  YYeeaarr  BBaassee 115533,,555588..77                      3344,,338800..00                            111100,,008800..00                      2200,,338800..00                            113355,,551155..00                      163

FFoooottnnootteess

1. Contingent on enactment of legislation

2. Includes a reauthorization of unobligated FY26 funding for use in FY27

3. Appropriation authorized for three fiscal years

4. Includes language restricting funding until a final court order is isssued on the action plan
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Dollars Percent Dollars Percent
1 1975 $616.50 1

2 1976 $703.00 $86.50 14.0% 2

3 1977 $800.00 $97.00 13.8% 3

4 1978 $905.00 $105.00 13.1% 4

5 1979 $1,020.00 $115.00 12.7% 5

6 1980 $1,145.00 $125.00 12.3% 6

7 1981 $1,250.00 $105.00 9.2% 7

8 1982 $1,405.00 $155.00 12.4% 8

9 19831 $1,540.00 $1,511.33 ($28.67) -1.9% $106.33 7.6% 9

10 1984 $1,486.00 ($25.33) -1.7% 10

11 1985 $1,583.50 $97.50 6.6% 11

12 19862 $1,608.00 $1,618.87 $10.87 0.7% $35.37 2.2% 12

13 1987 $1,612.51 ($6.36) -0.4% 13

14 1988 $1,689.00 $76.49 4.7% 14

15 1989 $1,737.78 $48.78 2.9% 15

16 1990 $1,811.51 $73.73 4.2% 16

17 1991 $1,883.74 $72.23 4.0% 17

18 1992 $1,866.00 ($17.74) -0.9% 18

19 1993 $1,851.73 $1,867.96 $16.23 0.9% $1.96 0.1% 19

20 1994 $1,927.27 $1,935.99 $8.72 0.5% $68.03 3.6% 20

21 1995 $2,015.70 $2,029.00 $13.30 0.7% $93.01 4.8% 21

22 1996 $2,113.00 $2,113.00 $0.00 0.0% $84.00 4.1% 22

23 1997 $2,125.83 $2,149.11 $23.28 1.1% $36.11 1.7% 23

24 1998 $2,175.00 $2,175.00 $0.00 0.0% $25.89 1.2% 24

25 1999 $2,322.00 $2,344.09 $22.09 1.0% $169.09 7.8% 25

26 20003 $2,460.00 $2,460.00 $0.00 0.0% $115.91 4.9% 26

27 2001 $2,632.32 $2,647.56 $15.24 0.6% $187.56 7.6% 27

28 2002 $2,868.72 $2,871.01 $2.29 0.1% $223.45 8.4% 28

29 2003 $2,896.01 $2,889.89 ($6.12) -0.2% $18.88 0.7% 29

30 2004 $2,977.23 $2,976.20 ($1.03) 0.0% $86.31 3.0% 30

31 2005 $3,035.15 $3,068.70 $33.55 1.1% $92.50 3.1% 31

32 2006 $3,165.02 $3,198.01 $32.99 1.0% $129.31 4.2% 32

33 20074 $3,444.35 $3,446.44 $2.09 0.1% $248.43 7.8% 33

34 2008 $3,645.77 $3,674.26 $28.49 0.8% $227.82 6.6% 34

35 20095 $3,892.47 $3,871.79 ($20.68) -0.5% $197.53 5.4% 35

36 20106 $3,862.79 $3,792.65 ($70.14) -1.8% ($79.14) -2.0% 36

37 20117 $3,712.45 $3,712.17 ($0.28) 0.0% ($80.48) -2.1% 37

38 2012 $3,585.97 $3,598.87 $12.90 0.4% ($113.30) -3.1% 38

39 2013 $3,668.18 $3,673.54 $5.36 0.1% $74.67 2.1% 39

UUnniitt  VVaalluuee  HHiissttoorryy

CChhaannggee  FFrroomm  PPrriioorr  YYeeaarr  
FFiinnaall  UUnniitt  VVaalluuee

CChhaannggee  FFrroomm  PPrreelliimmiinnaarryy  UUnniitt  
VVaalluuee  ttoo  FFiinnaall  UUnniitt  VVaalluueeFFiissccaall  YYeeaarr

PPrreelliimmiinnaarryy  
UUnniitt  VVaalluuee

FFiinnaall  
UUnniitt  VVaalluuee
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Dollars Percent Dollars Percent

UUnniitt  VVaalluuee  HHiissttoorryy

CChhaannggee  FFrroomm  PPrriioorr  YYeeaarr  
FFiinnaall  UUnniitt  VVaalluuee

CChhaannggee  FFrroomm  PPrreelliimmiinnaarryy  UUnniitt  
VVaalluuee  ttoo  FFiinnaall  UUnniitt  VVaalluueeFFiissccaall  YYeeaarr

PPrreelliimmiinnaarryy  
UUnniitt  VVaalluuee

FFiinnaall  
UUnniitt  VVaalluuee

40 2014 $3,817.55 $3,817.55 $0.00 0.0% $144.01 3.9% 40

41 2015 $4,005.75 $4,007.75 $2.00 0.0% $190.20 5.0% 41

42 2016 $4,027.75 $4,037.75 $10.00 0.2% $30.00 0.7% 42

43 20178 $4,040.24 $3,979.63 ($60.61) -1.5% ($58.12) -1.4% 43

44 20189 $4,053.55 $4,115.60 $62.05 1.5% $135.97 3.4% 44

45 2019 $4,159.23 $4,190.85 $31.62 0.8% $75.25 1.8% 45

46 2020 $4,565.41 $4,602.27 $36.86 0.8% $411.42 9.8% 46

47 2021 $4,531.74 $4,536.75 $5.01 0.1% ($65.52) -1.4% 47

48 2022 $4,770.70 $4,863.00 $92.30 1.9% $233.95 5.2% 48

49 2023 $5,450.92 $5,522.50 $71.58 1.3% $659.50 13.6% 49

50 2024 $6,241.67 $6,241.67 $0.00 0.0% $719.17 13.0% 50

51 2025 $6,553.75 $6,553.75 $0.00 0.0% $312.08 5.0% 51

52 202610 $6,801.35 $6,877.10 $75.75 1.1% $323.35 4.9% 52

53 2027 $7,117.10 53

10Final unit value set 1.1 percent higher than preliminary unit value (Laws 2026, Chapter 8). 

9Final unit value includes June distributions to meet federal special education maintenance of effort requirements and to reduce reversions to the
general fund. 

5Decrease in final value due to solvency measures. 
6Preliminary unit value includes $256.39 in federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) funding; final value includes $334.59 in
ARRA funding. 
7Preliminary unit value includes $37.70 in ARRA funding; final unit value includes $37.85 in ARRA funding and $101.98 in federal education jobs
funding.
8Final unit value set 1.5 percent lower than preliminary value (Laws 2016, 2nd S.S., Chapter 6). 

Source: LESC Files

1Two percent general fund appropriation reduction.
2Final unit value includes $10.87 due to the half mill levy redistribution (Laws 1985, Chapter 15).
3Basis for funding changes to use prior-year average membership of the 40th, 80th, and 120th school days.
4Basis for funding changes to use prior-year average membership of the 80th and 120th school days.

Note: This chart begins in 1975, the first year the state equalization guarantee (SEG) went into effect. The unit value is the amount school districts and 
charter schools receive for each program unit that is allocated by the funding formula based on student enrollment, student need, and other factors. To 
determine the value of each program unit, the Public Education Department (PED) divides the total SEG appropriation by a forecast of statewide total 
number of program units. In 1993, PED began utilizing a preliminary unit value to adjust for fluctuations in federal funding and student counts 
throughout the year: Every April, PED announces a preliminary unit value (typically using conservative estimates so as to minimize risks of budget cuts 
halfway through the school year) that school districts and charter schools use to determine their budgets for the upcoming fiscal year. In January, the 
final unit value is set by PED (typically resulting in a budget increase for school districts and charter schools halfway through the school year). 
For more information on New Mexico public school funding, refer to LESC funding primers

Appendix F: Unit Value History

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Handouts/ALESC%20052721%20Item%205%20.1%20-%20Funding%20Formula%20Primers.pdf
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ne
d 

sc
ho

ol
 b

us
es

 s
ta

te
w

id
e 

in
 fi

sc
al

 y
ea

r 2
02

7.
 

23
4 

 
SSUU

BBTT
OOTT

AALL
  --  

SStt
aatt

ee  
AAgg

eenn
ccii

eess
  

$$33
99,,

3311
55,,

0000
00  

  
 

 
TTOO

TTAA
LL  

CCAA
PPII

TTAA
LL  

OOUU
TTLL

AAYY
  AA

PPPP
RROO

PPII
AATT

IIOO
NN

SS  
--  SS

BB22
4400

  
$$99

00,,
3300

11,,
2200

00  
  

 

 

Appendix H: Direct Capital Outlay Appropriations






	3



