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Highlights of Chapter 271, Laws 2019 (HB2) 

2019 General Appropriation Act and Other Fiscal Legislation 

Executive Action. Governor Lujan Grisham signed the 2019 General Appropriation Act with no 
vetoes of general fund appropriations but some vetoes of performance measures and language 
(p.14). Chapter 278 and 279 enact additional and general fund appropriations with vetoes of $4 
million (p.15 and 16). Chapter 277 (SB280, capital outlay appropriations) has general fund 
vetoes of $6.21 million including $1.3 million for exterior repairs to the Western New Mexico 
Library (p.17). 

Conference Committee. For FY20 the Conference Committee added $1 million from the general 
fund to HED to create four centers of technical excellence, $200 thousand to the Legislative 
Council Services for salary adjustments and $200 thousand to the Economic Development 
Department to fund the Office of Outdoor Recreation. Also, the Conference Committee added 
$700 thousand from the general fund for special appropriations to the House and Senate clerks to 
provide constituent services. 

SFC Amendments. The Senate Finance Committee reviewed 341 amendments from Senators 
and 106 amendments proposed by the Executive. The Senate Finance Committee adopted 123 
amendments. 

The SFC amendments increase FY20 general fund recurring appropriations by $19 .4 million 
including an additional $1 million for the Tourism Department, $6.75 million for Medicaid 
provider rate increases, $500 thousand more for the developmental disabilities waiver, $750 
thousand more for the Corrections Department, $9.8 million for higher education instruction and 
general, $1 million for adult education, and $3 million for Public Education Department initiatives 
for community schools and indigenous education. The SFC amendments reduce the employer 
contribution to PERA and ERB to one quarter percent. 

SFC amendments to Section 5 and 6 (non-recurring) add $46 million for LEDA, $1 million for tax 
administration, $3 million for supporting the census count, and $2.5 million for the Secretary of 
State to support local elections, and reduce the funding for the college affordability fund by $5 
million. 

SFC amendments to Section 9 add $122 million to major road investment projects. Amendments 
to Section 12 reduce fund transfers by $74 million in order to accommodate capital outlay 
appropriations and maintain general fund reserves at approximately 20 percent. 

HB 2 OVERVIEW 

HB2 sub and HB1 make FY20 recurring General Fund appropriations of $7.034 billion (excluding 
$34 million for Medicaid rate increases in section 5 contingent of passage of HB6). This is an 
increase of $703 million or 11.1 percent over the FYI 9 General Fund operating budget. 
(See p. 4-9) 

Public Education. HB2 sub makes FY20 General Fund appropriations for public education of 
$448 million or 16 percent over the FY19 operating budget. Total General Fund appropriations 
for public education of $3 .25 billion are 46.2 percent of total FY20 General Fund appropriations. 
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