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Overview 
During the interim the Legislative Finance Committee continued to concentrate on three focus 
areas for budget development: improving New Mexico’s per capita earned income, improving 
access to high quality health care including behavioral health, and improving quality of life.  
 
The Senate Finance Committee amendment for House Bills 2 and 3 builds on this work while 
also reflecting responsible growth, increasing recurring general funds by $277 million or 2.6 
percent, and providing approximately $3 billion in nonrecurring appropriations and transfers 
from all funding sources for priority areas to improve outcomes for New Mexicans, leaving 
reserves at over 28 percent assuming enactment of natural disaster funding reforms, or over 
27 percent without enactment of said funding reforms. 
 
Early Childhood and Child Welfare:  The SFC amendment fully funds the executive’s 
year one of the childcare initiative, including an additional $105 million over the HAFC 
version of HB2 from the Early Childhood Trust fund.  The budget also includes recurring 
funding for the wage and career ladder for early childhood workers and provides additional 
resources for the expansion of home visiting.  The SFC amendment also includes significant 
resources in Section 5 for CYFD operations including $33.5 million for protective services 
personnel, shelter placement for emergency stays and multiservice homes. 
 
Health Care: For healthcare the SFC amendment provides resources to expand the UNM 
medical school and provides additional supports for healthcare professionals including, 
increased funding for HCA to provide rate increases for personal care professionals (additional 
$5 million), $20 million for clinical faculty pay and $2 million for graduate resident and fellow 
salaries at UNM-HSC, $5 million to HCA recruit, retain and provide stipends to behavioral 
health preceptors, $3.7 million to HCA to ensure occupational therapist pay parity, $24 million 
to UNM for rural graduate medical education. 
 
Economic Development and Quality of Life: The SFC amendment makes significant 
investments in communities and economic development including $100 million for state fair 
redevelopment including $30 million for housing; an additional $20 million for affordable 
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housing, transitional housing, and homelessness initiatives, along with a an additional $150 
million economic development package including $40 million for quantum initiatives, and 
several quantum related investments at EDD and higher education institutions.   
 
Public Safety: The SFC amendment makes additional investments in recurring funding the 
judiciary and DPS including, two new judgeships (1st and 2nd district), recurring funding for 
the Office of the Child Advocate at NMAG, additional resources for the Organized Crime 
Commission, the Violence Intervention Program fund, and funding for the DPS Intelligence 
Led Policing initiative. 
 
Education: The SFC amendment includes an additional investment of $18 million for 
evidence-based CTE. Additional investments include $20 million for out-of-school time 
programs, an additional $14.6 million for literacy coaches, and $2 million for literacy institute 
operations, along with several 3-year pilot programs funded through the Public Education 
Reform fund for innovative programming.  Higher education investments include investments 
in resources for native student education and supports, and significant investments in athletics 
facilities. 
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Note the amendment does not impact Section 1 (Short Title), Section 2 (Definitions), or Section 3 (General 
Provisions) hence these Sections do not appear in the amendment for the GAA. 
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