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Violent crime rates 
declining since 2019

Property crime rates 
declining since 2017

Source: FBI UCR Reported Crimes 2
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 Many large cities saw 
COVID related spikes in 
violent crime

 Note these crimes were 
trending upwards prior 
to COVID

 The largest increases 
have been in homicide 
and robbery 

 In 2022 APD is on pace 
to match record levels 
of from 2021
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Violent Crime Rates in Albuquerque Rose 
since 2011, With The Largest Increases in 

Homicide and Robbery

Murder Rape
Robbery Aggravated Assault

Source: FBI UCR

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[NEED TO UPDATE] As of the start of this week ABQ has seen 51 homicide victims to this point putting the city on track to tie their total of 116 from 2021.  One of the bright spots is that right now APD is reporting they have solved all of this year’s homicide cases which is referred to as a case being cleared.



 LEAs are statutorily mandated to 
provide crime reports to DPS

 As DPS continues a multi-year 
transition to the new federal crime 
reporting system (NIBRS), the agency 
should be able to provide more timely 
data

5

NIBRS Reporting Status 
of NM LEAs

35 Reporting
29 Testing
51 Not Reporting

◦ The two largest LEAs in the state (APD and NMSP) are not currently reporting 
in the NIBRS system due to changes in their records management systems. 
DPS is currently working with APD to bring them into the testing phase and 
expects to begin testing with NMSP when its new system goes live in 
December

 2022 HB68 (omnibus crime bill) provides a significant 
incentive to LEAs to comply with statutory reporting 
requirements, as they stand to lose LEPF funding if they do 
not. DPS received additional funds to help agencies report.

Source: DPS



 2018 and 2021 LFC 
Reports Noted An 
“Accountability Gap” in 
Bernalillo County

 Violent crime arrests 
and prison admissions 
have not tracked with 
crime increases
◦ Since 2014, violent crime 

is up over 30 percent 
while arrests and prison 
admissions for violent 
crimes are down over 30 
percent
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 Reductions in arrest and prosecutions 
appear to have reduced judiciary 
workload, with fewer cases coming into 
the system
◦ Between FY17 and FY21, total prosecutions 

dropped 27 percent, and the share of 
referred cases prosecuted fell from 79 
percent to 70 percent

 Despite lower workloads, cases are 
taking longer to resolve in most districts
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 In advance of the 2022 session, Chair Lundstrom 
convened a group of legislators to discuss improvements 
to the criminal justice and public safety system

 Rep. Ely and LFC staff conducted follow-up work to 
incorporate ideas generated at this meeting into the 
budget

 The GAA and HB68 supported many of these 
recommendations and addressed numerous issues inside 
and outside the criminal justice system, including:1
◦ Improvements to law enforcement recruitment, retention, and 

training
◦ Providing for 24/7 electronic monitoring during pretrial 

supervision
◦ Expanding grant programs to reduce crime and violence
◦ Significantly increasing funding for behavioral healthcare

8

1More detailed outline attached at end of slide show.



 Need improved utilization of care addressing root causes (LFC studying this now)

 Expand opportunities for Medicaid-funded MAT in the community for justice-
involved populations, including individuals on pretrial services or community 
supervision and those involved in drug courts

 Ensure police training and oversight is adequate, especially training in evidence-
based policing tactics and in-service training in new practices1

 Monitor law enforcement recruitment and retention efforts and impact of 
legislative investments and new grant programs

 Consider legislation establishing basic requirements and use of pretrial best 
practices1 (LFC will hold a LegisSTAT hearing on AOC/pretrial this fall)

 Consider reforming probation and parole to reduce reincarceration for technical 
parole violations2

 Consider proposals to better connect offenders reentering the community with 
employment opportunities

 NMCD should fully implement COMPAS, implement MAT, and better track and 
evaluate programming outcomes2

9

1See 2018 LFC Bernalillo County Crime evaluation
2See 2018 LFC NMCD Evaluation

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LFC/Documents/Program_Evaluation_Reports/Review%20of%20the%20Criminal%20Justice%20System%20in%20Bernalillo%20County.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LFC/Documents/Program_Evaluation_Reports/Corrections%20Department%20-%20Status%20of%20Programs%20to%20Reduce%20Recidivism%20and%20Oversight%20of%20Medical%20Services.pdf


 Staff stand ready to assist members in 
developing a criminal justice/public safety 
work plan and ensure the budget 
recommendation supports legislative policy 
priorities

 Requests from CCJ chairs:
◦ Research issues in court productivity 
◦ Assist in developing qualifications and duties for 

CCJ staff

10
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For More Information

• 2022 Volume 1: Pages 55 to 67
• 2022 Post-Session Review: Pages 24 to 28, Pages 84 to 86

• Session Publications – Budgets
• Performance Report Cards

• Program Evaluations

Ellen Rabin, Senior Fiscal Analyst
Ellen.Rabin@nmlegis.gov 

(505) 986-4335

Jon Courtney, PhD, Deputy Director
Jon.Courtney@nmlegis.gov 

(505) 986-4539

https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LFC/Documents/Program_Evaluation_Reports/Review%20of%20the%20Criminal%20Justice%20System%20in%20Bernalillo%20County.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LFC/Documents/Session_Publications/Post_Session_Fiscal_Reviews/April%202022.pdf
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LFC/Session_Publications
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LFC/Agency_Report_Cards
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Entity/LFC/Evaluation_Unit_Reports
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

State Approaches 
in Reducing Violent Crime

Anne Teigen, Esq., Associate Director
Kate Bryan, Policy Analyst 
Criminal and Civil Justice Program

July 2022

New Mexico Legislative Finance Committee
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 2

Who is NCSL

 Non-profit, bi-partisan organization.

 Members are all 7,383 legislators and 
30,000 legislative staff in 50 states, 
D.C. and U.S. territories.

 Offices in Denver and D.C.

 Among our goals - To provide 
legislatures with information and 
research about policy issues, both 
state and federal.

 NCSL tracks state policy developments 
in all public policy areas.

1
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES 3

Overview

I. Statewide Violence Prevention 
Funding

II. Alternative Responses to Mental 
and Behavioral Health Crises

III. Police Training and Community 
Response

IV. Young Adults in the Justice 
System

V. Reducing Recidivism

a) Employment

b) Secure Housing

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

State Roles in Supporting CVI

 Grantmaking for Community Violence Intervention 
(CVI) Programs: 

 Increasing. 

 Regulation:

 Training & Technical Assistance.

 Evaluation Support.

 Messaging:

 Convening to share best practices.

 Agency Action:

 Centralized Coordination – Statewide OVP.

4

3
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Statewide Violence Prevention Legislation

 Office of Firearm Safety and Violence Prevention.

 Grant funding for evidence-based violence 
reduction strategies.

 Data collection and reporting.

 Coordinating services for victims.

 Work with a variety of stakeholders.

 Creates the Public Safety Collaborative Fund.

 Funds are used for violence prevention, 
intervention, and suppression activities.

 Programs to address youth violence prevention and 
intervention in K–12 schools.

 Programs to promote and enhance successful 
reentry into the community.

 Programs to address homeless outreach and 
intervention efforts.

5

Washington – Senate Bill 6288 (2020) California – Senate Bill 1418 (2021)

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Statewide Violence Prevention Legislation

 Creates 3 grant programs:

 Multidisciplinary crime prevention 
and crisis intervention.

 Law enforcement workforce recruitment, retention, 
and tuition.

 Assistance in recruitment and training to increase 
the number of P.O.S.T-certified law enforcement 
officers.

 Statewide forum facilitated by a national criminal 
justice organization to solicit suggestions on crime 
prevention measures related to the grant programs.

 Marion County Violent Crime Reduction Pilot Project.

 Provide funding to law enforcement to provide 
additional services (including help from state police).

 Funding for violence prevention programs.

 Establishes a crime reduction board. 

6

Colorado – Senate Bill 145 (2022) Indiana – Senate Bill 7 (2022)

5
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Alternative Responses: The Sequential Intercept Model

7More info here.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Alternative Responses or 
“Deflection”

8

 Half of the states have laws 
addressing deflection programs. 

 In addition to authorizing 
programs, states appropriated 
funds to support grant programs 
and/or pilot projects. 

7
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Alternative Responses

 Designed to reroute individuals away 
from justice system involvement prior to 
arrest or contact with law enforcement.

 Most developed at the local level, but 
state law occasionally plays a role.

 Exact elements of each model are 
generally unique to each community and 
impacted by available resources and 
community-based alternatives.

9

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Alternative Responses

 Colorado SB 207 (2017): Appropriates money from the Marijuana Tax Cash Fund to 
support a “crisis response system” that includes creating opportunities for mental 
health professionals to be embedded with first responders.  

 Virginia SB 5038 (2020): Codified “community care teams.”

 Utah HB 32 (2020): Establishes Mobile Crisis Outreach Teams (MCOTs).

 New Jersey SB 722 (2022): Creates the Alternative Response to Reduce Instances 
of Violence and Escalation (ARRIVE) Together Pilot Program.

10

9

10



7/18/2022

6

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

Why Alternative Responses?

 Hamilton County, Ohio: decreased jail space by 36%; 
observed decrease in crimes and arrests (Engel et al., 
2017). 

 Tucson Police Department: Mental Health Support 
Team has decreased the need for SWAT deployments 
for “suicidal barricaded subjects” which costs around 
$15,000 per incident; SWAT calls decreased from an 
average of 14 per year in 2012-2013 to an average of 
2.8 per year in 2014-2018 (Council of State 
Governments, 2019).

 Leon County, Florida: diversion citations; 91% of 
participants successfully completed diversion program 
and 87% avoided additional arrest (Kopak, A. & Frost, 
G., 2017).

 Charleston County, South Carolina: individuals cycling 
repeatedly through jail three or more times in a two-
year period decreased by 71% (Annual Report, 2021).

11

Decrease in Crime Decrease in Recidivism

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE LEGISLATURES

 Codifying de-escalation and bias training 
requirements. 

 At least 27 states and the District of 
Columbia have laws requiring officers to be 
trained to respond to mental health, 
substance use and behavioral disorder 
issues.

 Minnesota House File 2 (2020): minimum 
number of hours for crisis intervention and 
mental illness crisis training.

 Iowa House File 2647 (2020): mandates 
annual training which includes de-escalation 
techniques and methods of fostering 
relationships with the community.

12

Police Training and Community 
Response

11
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• Street lighting reduces street crime like robbery

• Better lighting can make it easier for potential victims to 
avoid danger

• Better lighting also increases the probability that an offender 
will be identified and caught, thus deterring crime

Investing in infrastructure

• Exposure to heat increases violence

• Make sure air conditioning is available and 
functioning on hot days

• Greening vacant lots can reduce local street crime

• Planting more trees, and turning vacant lots into parks, has 
crime-reduction benefits

• May work partly by increasing foot traffic in the area, 
improving air quality, and reducing temperatures

14



Thank you!

Email: jdoleac@tamu.edu
Twitter: @jenniferdoleac
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