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NEW MEXICO 
POPULATION



A CENTURY OF POPULATION TREND 
IN NEW MEXICO

Data Source:  UNM BBER <http://bber.unm.edu/demograp2.htm>

Counts from the 
Decennial Censuses 
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POPULATION CHANGE IN NEW MEXICO
Data Source:  Census 2000, 2010

CENSUS 2000:  1,819,046

CENSUS 2010:   2,059,179

TOTAL CHANGE FROM 2000 TO 2010

240,1333

13% GROWTH OVER 10 YEARS



Data Source:  Census 2000, 2010

NEW MEXICO 
RANKS 15TH 
AMONG THE 

FASTEST GROWING 
STATES IN THE 

NATION

Percent Change

Rank State April 1, 2010 April 1, 2000
2

2000-2010

1 Nevada 2,700,551 1,998,257 35.1

2 Arizona 6,392,017 5,130,632 24.6

3 Utah 2,763,885 2,233,169 23.8

4 Idaho 1,567,582 1,293,953 21.1

5 Texas 25,145,561 20,851,820 20.6

6 North Carolina 9,535,483 8,049,313 18.5

7 Georgia 9,687,653 8,186,453 18.3

8 Florida 18,801,310 15,982,378 17.6

9 Colorado 5,029,196 4,301,261 16.9

10 South Carolina 4,625,364 4,012,012 15.3

11 Delaware 897,934 783,600 14.6

12 Wyoming 563,626 493,782 14.1

13 Washington 6,724,540 5,894,121 14.1

14 Alaska 710,231 626,932 13.3

15 New Mexico 2,059,179 1,819,046 13.2

16 Virginia 8,001,024 7,078,515 13.0

17 Hawaii 1,360,301 1,211,537 12.3

18 Oregon 3,831,074 3,421,399 12.0

19 Tennessee 6,346,105 5,689,283 11.5

20 California 37,253,956 33,871,648 10.0

21 United States 308,745,538 281,421,906 9.7

22 Montana 989,415 902,195 9.7

23 Arkansas 2,915,918 2,673,400 9.1

24 Maryland 5,773,552 5,296,486 9.0

25 Oklahoma 3,751,351 3,450,654 8.7

26 South Dakota 814,180 754,844 7.9

27 Minnesota 5,303,925 4,919,479 7.8

28 Alabama 4,779,736 4,447,100 7.5

29 Kentucky 4,339,367 4,041,769 7.4

30 Missouri 5,988,927 5,595,211 7.0

31 Nebraska 1,826,341 1,711,263 6.7

32 Indiana 6,483,802 6,080,485 6.6

33 New Hampshire 1,316,470 1,235,786 6.5

34 Kansas 2,853,118 2,688,418 6.1

35 Wisconsin 5,686,986 5,363,675 6.0

36 Dist. of Col. 601,723 572,059 5.2

37 Connecticut 3,574,097 3,405,565 4.9

38 North Dakota 672,591 642,200 4.7

39 New Jersey 8,791,894 8,414,350 4.5

40 Mississippi 2,967,297 2,844,658 4.3

41 Maine 1,328,361 1,274,923 4.2

42 Iowa 3,046,355 2,926,324 4.1

43 Pennsylvania 12,702,379 12,281,054 3.4

44 Illinois 12,830,632 12,419,293 3.3

45 Massachusetts 6,547,629 6,349,097 3.1

46 Vermont 625,741 608,827 2.8

47 West Virginia 1,852,994 1,808,344 2.5

48 New York 19,378,102 18,976,457 2.1

49 Ohio 11,536,504 11,353,140 1.6

50 Louisiana 4,533,372 4,468,976 1.4

51 Rhode Island 1,052,567 1,048,319 0.4

52 Michigan 9,883,640 9,938,444 -0.6

U.S. and State Decennial Census Resident
1
 Population Counts, 2000-2010



NEW MEXICANS 
ARE 

CONCENTRATED 
IN 

METROPOLITAN 
AREAS



WHERE ARE THE NEW MEXICANS?
Data Source:  Decennial Census 2010

Metropolitan 
Areas
66%

Micropolitan Areas 
30%
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Based Statistical 
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Census 2010
Source:  Decennial Census 2010



WHERE ARE THE NEW MEXICANS?
Data Source:  Decennial Censuses 1870 to 2000
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WHERE ARE THE NEW MEXICANS?
Data Source:  Decennial Censuses 2010



WHERE ARE THE NEW MEXICANS?
Data Source:  Decennial Censuses 2010



WHERE ARE THE NEW MEXICANS?
Data Source:  Decennial Censuses 2010



GAINERS AND LOSERS (% CHANGE)
Data Source:  Decennial Censuses 2010



GAINERS AND LOSERS (% CHANGE)
Data Source:  Decennial Censuses 2010



GAINERS AND LOSERS (% CHANGE)
Data Source:  Decennial Censuses 2010



COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE
Data Source:  Census 2000, 2010; NM Department of Health Vital Records Division

HISPANICS OR LATINOS 
ACCOUNT FOR 78% (~190k) 

OF POPULATION GROWTH IN 
NEW MEXICO 





Source:  Census 2000, 2010

Number

Percent 

of Total Number

Percent 

of Total Number

Percent 

change

Total population 2,059,179 100.0 1,819,046 100.0 240,133 13.2

   One race 1,982,169 96.3 1,752,719 96.4 229,450 13.1

      White alone 1,407,876 68.4 1,214,253 66.8 193,623 15.9

      Black or African American alone 42,550 2.1 34,343 1.9 8,207 23.9

      American Indian and Alaska Native alone 193,222 9.4 173,483 9.5 19,739 11.4

      Asian alone 28,208 1.4 19,255 1.1 8,953 46.5

      Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone 1,810 0.1 1,503 0.1 307 20.4

      Some Other Race alone 308,503 15.0 309,882 17.0 -1,379 -0.4

    Two or More Races 77,010 3.7 66,327 3.6 10,683 16.1

   Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 953,403 46.3 765,386 42.1 188,017 24.6

   Not Hispanic or Latino 1,105,776 53.7 1,053,660 57.9 52,116 4.9

        White alone 833,810 40.5 813,495 44.7 20,315 2.5

2010 2000* Change 2000-2010

Race and Hispanic or Latino Origin

POPULATION GROWTH BY RACE AND ETHNICITY 
2000 TO 2010



WHERE IS THE POPULATION GROWTH?   

TEN-YEAR PERCENT CHANGE: 2000 TO 2010
46
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WHERE IS THE POPULATION 
GROWTH?

Data Source:  Census 2010

Metropolitan 
Areas, 93%

Micropolitan 
Areas , 9%

Non-Core Based 
Statistical 
Areas, -2%

PERCENT 
SHARE IN 
THE STATE 
POPULATION 
GROWTH



WHERE IS THE POPULATION GROWTH?
Data Source:  Census 2000, 2010

Metropolitan Areas Total Change % of change Metropolitan Areas Total Change % of change

Bernalillo County 105,886 100.0 Santa Fe County 14,878 100.0

Albuquerque 97,245 91.8 Balance of County 6,617 44.5

Balance of County 7,512 7.1 Santa Fe 5,744 38.6

Los Ranchos de Albuq. 932 0.9 Edgewood 1,842 12.4

Rio Rancho 130 0.1 Espanola 675 4.5

Tijeras 67 0.1 Torrance County -528 -100.0

Balance of County 4 0.0 Moriarty 145 27.5

Dona Ana County 34,551 100.0 Estancia 71 13.4

Las Cruces 23,351 67.6 Willard 13 2.5

Balance of County 10,412 30.1 Encino -12 -2.3

Sunland Park 797 2.3 Mountainair -188 -35.6

Mesilla 16 0.0 Balance of County -557 -105.5

Hatch -25 -0.1 Valencia County 10,417 100.0

Sandoval County 41,653 100.0 Los Lunas 4,801 46.1

Rio Rancho 35,626 85.5 Peralta 3,660 35.1

Balance of County 3,352 8.0 Balance of County 1,615 15.5

Bernalillo 1,709 4.1 Belen 368 3.5

Corrales 995 2.4 Bosque Farms -27 -0.3

Cuba 141 0.3

Espanola 0 0.0

San Ysidro -45 -0.1

Jemez Springs -125 -0.3

San Juan County 16,243 100.0

Farmington 8,033 49.5

Balance of County 6,130 37.7

Bloomfield 1,695 10.4

Aztec 385 2.4



WHERE IS THE POPULATION GROWTH?
Data Source:  Census 2000, 2010

Geography Total Change % of change Geography Total Change % of change Geography Total Change % of change

Chaves County 4,263 100.0 Lea County 9,216 100.0 Otero County 1,499 100.0

Roswell 3,073 72.1 Hobbs 5,465 59.3 Balance of County 6,775 452.0

Balance of County 1,066 25.0 Balance of County 1,687 18.3 Tularosa -22 -1.5

Hagerman 89 2.1 Lovington 1,538 16.7 Cloudcroft -75 -5.0

Dexter 31 0.7 Eunice 360 3.9 Alamogordo -5,179 -345.5

Lake Arthur 4 0.1 Tatum 115 1.2 Rio Arriba County -944 100.0

Cibola County 1,618 100.0 Jal 51 0.6 Balance of County -628 66.5

Milan 1,354 83.7 Lincoln County 1,086 100.0 Chama -177 18.8

Grants 376 23.2 Ruidoso Downs 991 91.3 Espanola -139 14.7

Balance of County -112 -6.9 Ruidoso 331 30.5 Roosevelt County 1,828 100.0

Curry County 3,332 100.0 Captian 46 4.2 Portales 1,149 62.9

Clovis 5,108 153.3 Corona 7 0.6 Balance of County 555 30.4

Texico 65 2.0 Carrizozo -40 -3.7 Floyd 55 3.0

Grady 9 0.3 Balance of County -249 -22.9 Causey 52 2.8

Melrose -85 -2.6 Los Alamos County -393 100.0 Elida 14 0.8

Balance of County -1,765 -53.0 Luna County 79 100.0 Dora 3 0.2

Eddy County 2,171 100.0 Deming 739 935.4 San Miguel County -733 -100.0

Balance of County 964 44.4 Columbus -101 -127.8 Balance of County 128 17.5

Artesia 609 28.1 Balance of County -559 -707.6 Pecos -49 -6.7

Carlsbad 513 23.6 McKinley County -3,306 -100.0 Las Vegas -812 -110.8

Loving 87 4.0 Gallup 1,469 44.4 Taos County 2,958 100.0

Hope -2 -0.1 Balance of County -4,775 -144.4 Balance of County 2,030 68.6

Grant County -1,488 69.1 Taos 1,016 34.3

Balance of County -627 42.1 Taos Ski Valley 13 0.4

Santa Clara -258 17.3 Red River -7 -0.2

Bayard -206 13.8 Questa -94 -3.2

Hurley -167 11.2

Silver City -230 -15.5



WHERE IS THE POPULATION GROWTH?
Data Source:  Census 2000, 2010

Geography Total Change % of change Geography Total Change % of change

Catron County 182 100.0 Mora County -299 -100.0

Balance of County 280 153.8 Wagon Mound -55 -18.4

Reserve -98 -53.8 Balance of County -244 -81.6

Colfax County -439 -100.0 Quay County -1,114 100.0

Angel Fire 168 38.3 House -4 -0.4

Cimarron 104 23.7 Logan -52 -4.7

Eagle Nest -16 -3.6 San Jon -90 -8.1

Maxwell -20 -4.6 Balance of County -342 -30.7

Balance of County -40 -9.1 Tucumcari -626 -56.2

Springer -238 -54.2 Sierra County -1,282 100.0

Raton -397 -90.4 Elephant Butte 41 3.2

De Baca County -218 100.0 Williamsburg -78 -6.1

Fort Sumner -218 100.0 Balance of County -431 -33.6

Balance of County 0 0.0 Truth or Consequences -814 -63.5

Guadalupe County 7 100.0 Socorro County -212 -100.0

Santa Rosa 104 1485.7 Socorro 174 82.1

Balance of County -4 -57.1 Magdalena 25 11.8

Vaughn -93 -1328.6 Balance of County -411 -193.9

Harding County -115 100.0 Union County 375 100.0

Roy -70 60.9 Clayton 456 121.6

Mosquero -27 23.5 Grenville 13 3.5

Balance of County -18 15.7 Folsom -19 -5.1

Hidalgo County -1,038 -100.0 Des Moines -34 -9.1

Virden 9 0.9 Balance of County -41 -10.9

Balance of County -465 -44.8

Lordsburg -582 -56.1



COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE
Data Source:  Census 2000, 2010; NM Department of Health Vital Records Division

Race_Ethnicity Births Deaths
Natural 

Increase

Total 

Change

Net 

Migration

% of 

Change 

From Net 

Migration

% of 

Change 

from 

Natural 

Increase

(1) (2) (3) (4) = (2) - (3) (5) (6) = (5) - (4) (7) = (6)/(5) (8) = (4)/(5)

All Races 309,193 158,119 151,074 240,133 89,060 37% 63%

White Not Hispanic 76,863 93,365 -16,502 23,791 7,289 31% -69%

Hispanic 171,275 48,982 122,293 188,017 65,724 35% 65%

Black 9,259 2,688 6,571 8,374 1,803 22% 78%

American Indian 44,613 12,011 32,602 17,009 -15,593 -92% 192%

Asian & PI 5,968 763 5,205 11,949 6,744 56% 44%

Note:   Births and deaths will not add up to the total, “Other “ and “Unknown” races were excluded from the race categories. 
Moreover,  the last three years of births and deaths (2008 to 2010) were not available at the time of this presentation.  The
numbers for these years were extrapolated from the average of the 3 previous years (2005 to 2007).



COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE
Data Source:  Census 2000, 2010; NM Department of Health Vital Records Division
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SUMMARY

 NEW MEXICO IS 15TH AMONG THE FASTEST 
GROWING STATES  IN THE NATION

 THE POPULATION OF NEW MEXICO INCREASED
BY APPROXIMATELY 240,000 PEOPLE BETWEEN
2000 AND 2010 

 POPULATION GROWTH IN NEW MEXICO DECELERATED 
BETWEEN 2000 AND 2010; 13% INCREASE COMPARED
TO 20% INCREASE BETWEEN 1990 AND 2000

 METROPOLITAN AREAS ACCOUNTED FOR 93% OF THE 
POPULATION GROWTH IN NEW MEXICO



SUMMARY
 2 IN 3 NEW MEXICANS LIVE IN A METROPOLITAN AREA

 1 IN 4 NEW MEXICAN LIVES IN A RURAL AREA

 COUNTIES OUTSIDE THE CORE-BASED STATISTICAL AREAS
(Metro/Micropolitan) LOST POPULATION IN THE LAST DECADE

 THE ELDERLY POPULATION IS OUTPACING THE GROWTH OF
THE LABOR FORCE AND THE YOUNGER POPULATION IN SOME NON-
METROPOLITAN COUNTIES

 HISPANICS OR LATINOS ACCOUNTED FOR 78% OF 
POPULATION GROWTH IN THE STATE

 NON-HISPANIC WHITES HAVE THE WEAKEST POPULATION 
GROWTH (2.5%)

 NATURAL INCREASE (BIRTHS – DEATHS) ACCOUNTED FOR 
MOST OF THE POPULATION GROWTH IN NEW MEXICO



THANK YOU!

Contact information

Dely Alcantara: < dalcant@unm.edu>

mailto:dalcant@unm.edu

