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The New Mexico Pecan 
Industry Had Its Start At NMSU 

 1916:  Fabian Garcia planted pecan variety trial at 
the NMSU Horticultural Farm. 

http://archives.nmsu.edu/rghc/exhibits/garciaexhibit/menu.htm�


Stahmann Farms 
 In the 1930’s Deane Stahmann planted first 

sizeable commercial pecan acreage in the 
Southwest. 

 Stahmann and his heirs forged strong and 
lasting ties between the industry and NMSU  

Photo courtesy Sally Stahmann 
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New Mexico Pecans are on the Rise 

Production Value 
Source: NASS 

In 2011 NM pecan 
production was  
61 million lbs! 

In 2011 NM pecans 
were valued at $162.9 
million! 



NM Ranks High in  
Pecan Production & Dollar Value 

State 2011 State Production  
(millions of lbs) 

2011 State Production 
 Rank 

GA 102 1 

NM 61 2 
TX 32 3 

AL 19 4 

AZ 19 5 

LA 10 6 

OK 6 7 

MS 5 8 

FL 4 9 

CA 4 10 

State 2011  State Production 
Value (millions $) 

2011 State 
Production Value Rank 

GA 264.6 1 

NM 162.9 2 
TX 77.9 3 

AZ 51.8 4 

AL 31.7 5 

LA 16.0 6 

OK 11.4 7 

CA 9.9 8 

MS 8.4 9 

FL 6.2 10 

Source USDA NASS (http://usda01.library.cornell.edu/usda/current/NoncFruiNu/NoncFruiNu-03-15-2012.pdf)  



New Mexico’s  
Pecan-Producing Counties 

Doña 
Ana 

County 

72% of 
NM 

Acreage 

Eddy, 
Chaves, 
& Otero 

Counties 

22% of 
NM 

Acreage 

Counties 
with 

Increasing 
Pecan  

Acreage 

Source: 2007 Ag Census  



NMSU Cooperative Extension Service 
 Programs for New Mexico Pecan Growers 

Annual Western Pecan Growers Association Conference & Tradeshow 
   - March 3-5, 2013 
 
Western Pecan Production Short Course 
   - Sept. 25-28, 2012 
 
County Field Days & Workshops 
 



NMSU Cooperative Extension Service 
 Programs for New Mexico Pecan Growers 

Plant Diagnostic Clinic 
- Identification of insect pests, weeds, & 

diseases/disorders. 
- Pest management programs. 

 

Pesticide Applicator Safety Education 
Program 
- Educating  applicators regarding 

pesticide laws, application, and safety. 

 
Minor Use Pesticide Registration 

Program (IR-4) 
 



NMSU Cooperative Extension Service 
 Programs for New Mexico Pecan Growers 

 
NMSU Pecans Website 

http://pecans.nmsu.edu 
• Links to pecan industry news and 

events  
• Online access to more than 70 

pecan-related NMSU Extension 
“how-to” guides and circulars.  

 
“Pecanigator” Online Irrigation 

Scheduling Tool 
 

http://pecans.nmsu.edu/�


Contact Me: 
Richard Heerema 
Extension Pecan Specialist 
New Mexico State University 
MSC 3AE Box 30003 
Las Cruces, NM 88003 
575-646-2921 (office)  
575-202-1545 (mobile) 
rjheerem@nmsu.edu 
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