


SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT

1. New Mexico Congressman Heinrich letter to WSMR Commanding Officer, General 
Regan (9/3/2010)

2. New Mexico Governor Richardson letter to Secretary Salazar (11/23/2009)

3. Guadalupe County Commission resolution (9/15/2010)

4. Torrance County Commission resolution (9/13/2010)

5. Village of Ft. Sumner resolution (9/13/2010)

6. De Baca County Commission resolution (9/24/2010)

7. Guadalupe Livestock Producers Organization letters to Senators Bingaman and 
Udall; Congressmen Lujan, Teague and Heinrich (9/13/2010)

8. Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District letter to Senator Bingaman (6/28/2010)

9. State Representative Irwin, Hidalgo County Commissioner Chaires, Mayor of Deming 
Silva, and Deming City Manager McInturff letter to Senators Bingaman and Udall; 
Congressmen Heinrich, Lujan and Teague 

10. Socorro County Commission resolution (6/22/2010)

11. City Council of the City of Lordsburg resolution (11/17/2009)

12. Hidalgo County Commission resolution (11/10/2009)

13. City of Deming resolution (10/12/2009)

14. Sierra County Commission resolution (8/20/2009)

15. Socorro County resolution (9/28/2009)

16. The Wilderness Society and WildEarth Guardians press release (5/29/2009)
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 Transmission Project Only 

(no power generation in project scope)

 Proposed Route Length ~460 Miles

 Interconnects with at least five substations

Proposed Eastern/Western substations:

Proposed SunZia East (Lincoln County, NM)

Pinal Central/Tortolita (Pinal County, AZ)

Proposed Intermediate substations:

 SunZia South(Luna County, NM)

 Willow (Graham County, AZ)

 Hidalgo II (Hidalgo County, NM)

 Configuration Options:

1. AC: Two 500 kV AC lines, or

2. Hybrid: One 500 kV AC and one 500 kV DC line

 Power transfer of 3,000 MW (AC) or 4,500 MW 

(Hybrid)
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 Proposed route is primarily on public lands

AZ 84%;   NM 82%

 Typical right-of-way width: 

200 feet per line; Up to 1,000 feet for two 

lines

 All steel structures  

 Typical structure height: 

130 to 160  feet

 Typical span: 

1,300 to 1,500 feet between structures

45



SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT

500kV AC Guyed-V 500kV AC Self  Supporting 
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 Energy Capital Partners 

(equity investment fund manager)

 Salt River Project 

(Arizona Power District)

 Shell WindEnergy 

(a Royal Dutch Shell company)

 SouthWestern Power Group

(G&T development firm)

 Tri-State Generation and 

Transmission Association

(multi-state G&T association)

 Tucson Electric Power 

(Arizona utility)
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 Six partners will invest in the permitting of 

SunZia.

 85% of SunZia is invested by private capital 

that will be recovered through leasing 

transmission capacity to generators

 New Mexico residents will not pay for 

SunZia unless a local utility company: 

1. purchases capacity from SunZia to serve 

customers in New Mexico. 

2. Becomes a partner in the project and 

recovers its pro rata investment through 

it’s retail rate base

 Construction and Operations costs will be 

paid through the transmission service 

contracts by users
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DATE ACTIVITY

5/29/09 Notice of Intent published in Federal 
Register

6/22/09 Initiation of first set of scoping meetings 

(4 in AZ; 5 in NM)

8/28/09 Close of first Scoping Period

9-10/09 Response to public comments: expanded 

study area and additional routes in NM

10/26/09 Initiation of second set of scoping 

meetings (3 in NM)

11/27/09 Close of second Scoping Period

2-3/10 Response to public comments: expanded 

study area and additional routes in AZ 

and NM

4/27/10 Initiation of third set of scoping 

meetings (1 in AZ; 1 in NM)

6/10/10 Close of third Scoping Period
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Meeting Date Location
Public in 

Attendance

1
June 22, 

2009
Eloy, AZ 16

2 June 23, 2009 Oracle, AZ 39

3 June 24, 2009 Safford, AZ 30

4 June 29, 2009 Willcox, AZ 21

5 June 30, 2009 Lordsburg, NM 13

6 July 1, 2009 Deming, NM 31

7 July 7, 2009 Socorro, NM 26

8 July 8, 2009 Carrizozo, NM 52

9 July 9, 2009 Elephant Butte, NM 15

10 October 26, 2009 Las Cruces, NM 29

11 October 27, 2009 Alamogordo, NM 17

12 October 28, 2009 Chaparral, NM 12

13 April 27, 2010 Socorro, NM 91

14 April 29, 2010 Tucson, AZ 115

Total Attendees 507
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11/14/2008 WSMR  personnel

4/30/2009 WSMR personnel

9/21/2009 Ft. Bliss personnel

9/22/2009 WSMR personnel

9/24/2009 WSMR personnel 

10/1/2009 Bill Van Houten: Office of the Deputy Undersecretary of Defense Installations 

and  Environment Readiness and Safety

10/6/2009 Holloman AFB personnel 

10/27/2009 WSMR  personnel

11/12/2009 Meeting with Hanson Scott and Jeremy Turner (at RETA’s Offices)

11/25/2009 Conference Call with Fred Engle: Environment & Energy Policy Analyst (DoD)

12/10/2009 SunZia presentation to the New Mexico Military Base Planning Commission

Presented by Tom Wray

2/10/2010 WSMR personnel

2/17/2010 SunZia met with New Mexico’s local military bases and General Bledsoe was 

established as a mediator among SunZia representatives and all the local military 

bases to facilitate a solution for SunZia’s route proximate to military operations.  

Military personnel present included Gen. Jay Bledsoe, Col. Dave Raggio, Greg 

Corkery, Dan King, Greg DeVogel, Fred Engle, Ron Ralph, and Eric Wolters
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4/27/2010 Military representatives present during the BLM scoping meeting in Socorro NM 

included: Bill Connor (NM Military Base Planning Commission); James H. Justice Jr. 

(WSMR); Michael Doyle (Kirtland AFB); Patrick Cane (Naval Research Lab); and 

Wesley Westphal (Holloman AFB)

4/29/2010 Military representatives present during the BLM scoping meeting in Tucson AZ 

included: Matt Walsh (Ft. Huachuca); John Allen (AZ Army National Guard); Steven 

Arenson (Air Force Regional Representative); Ben Kunte (AZ Army National Guard); 

Park Haney (US Army Regional Coordinator); Gary Presley (Davis Mothan AFB); 

DeEllen Brasher (Navy Region SW, DOD Regional Environmental Coordinator 

Officer; and Thomas Roxberry (Ft. Huachuca)

5/28/2010 Department of Defense personnel: Frank DiGiovanni, Fred Engle, Maureen Sullivan 

and Bill Van Houten

6/1/2010 WSMR personnel

7/1/2010 BLM and NM Military bases conducted a meeting in Albuquerque.  SunZia was not 

invited to participate

9/22/2010 WSMR personnel
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 White Sands Missile Range, Ft. Bliss, and Holloman 

Air Force Base are Cooperating Agencies to the 

development of SunZia’s EIS. 

 Black border is SunZia’s original Study Area Boundary

 Pink routes were proposed by BLM and SunZia

 Routes 1, 1A, 2, 2A and 3 were proposed by New Mexico 

military bases and the study area was expanded to 

include these routes in the EIS evaluation.
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