A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG A STUDY OF THE | MPACT OF END- STAGE RENAL DI SEASE
AND KI DNEY DI ALYSI S TREATMENT BY THE | NTERI M LEG SLATI VE

HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES COW TTEE.

WHEREAS, end-stage renal disease, or kidney failure, is
growing at the rate of six percent per year; and

WHEREAS, this disease either kills its victins or they
eventually join those fortunate persons who receive
successful kidney transplants; and

WHEREAS, the only other hope patients have is kidney
di al ysis, a process currently keeping one thousand six
hundred New Mexi cans alive; and

WHEREAS, two hundred seventy-four dialysis patients are
now candi dates for transplants; and

WHEREAS, kidney dialysis is usually necessary two or
three tinmes each week for each patient, taking several hours
for the process in addition to travel tinme; and

WHEREAS, such a treatnent regi nen nmeans that nmany
di al ysis patients do not have the physical stam na to work
and contribute to their famly's incone; and

VWHEREAS, many dialysis patients |live a considerable
di stance from New Mexico's twenty-six dialysis centers,
maki ng transportation issues a considerabl e burden; and

VWHEREAS, nore than a dozen of these transplant patients
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live without a tel ephone or adequate conmunication
t echnol ogy necessary to |learn of possible |life-saving
transpl ant opportunities; and

VWHEREAS, the financial burdens of such a chronic
di sease quickly drain a fam|ly's resources; and

VWHEREAS, nmany dial ysis patients are wi thout health
i nsurance, making a serious problempotentially tragic; and

WHEREAS, current nedical technol ogy could return nmany
of these New Mexicans to productive lives if additional
resources were avail able; and

WHEREAS, nany patients cane to dialysis after ignoring
early warning signs about their health, including synptons
of di abetes, a disease having a disproportionately high
i mpact on the Native Anerican popul ati ons;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF
THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the interimlegislative health
and human services comittee be requested to study the
vari ous aspects of end-stage renal disease, kidney dialysis
and all issues relevant to the New Mexicans suffering from
this potentially fatal condition; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the study include
consi deration of kidney disease patients' |imted resources
and extra financial burdens, including access to
conmuni cation and transportation to distant clinics and the

availability of insurance to defray the cost of |ife-saving
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prescription drugs; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the departnment of health,
the human services departnent, the New Mexico office of
Indian affairs, the health sciences center of the university
of New Mexico and ot her appropriate state agenci es cooperate
in the study of end-stage renal disease patients' needs; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the committee make its
recommendations to the first session of the forty-fifth
| egi sl ature; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
sent to the secretary of health, the secretary of human
services, the vice president for health sciences at the
uni versity of New Mexico, the executive director of the New
Mexico office of Indian affairs and the interimlegislative

heal th and hunan services commtt ee.
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