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HOUSE BI LL 76
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Dani ce R Pi craux

FOR THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON; REQUI RI NG A STATEW DE ONE- TO
THREE- YEAR MENTORSHI P PROGRAM FOR BEG NNI NG TEACHERS; MAKI NG
AN APPROPRI ATI ON

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW NMEXI CO.
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] STATEW DE MENTORSHI P PROGRAM FOR

BEG NNI NG TEACHERS- - PURPOSE- - BOARD DUTI ES- - DEPARTMENT DUTI ES. -

A.  The purpose of the statew de nentorship program
is to provide an effective transition into the teaching field,
build on the initial preparation of beginning teachers and
ensure success in teaching, inprove the achievenent of
students, retain capable teachers in the classroom and renove

teachers who show little prom se of success.
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B. The state board shall develop a franework for a
statew de one- to three-year nentorship programfor al
begi nning teachers with standard | evel one, alternative or
substandard certificates. The state board shall work with
public school educators, representatives fromteacher
preparation progranms and the conmm ssion on hi gher education
to establish the framework.

C. The franmework shall include:

(1) individual support and assistance for
each begi nning teacher from a designated support provider or
ment or ;

(2) structured training and conpensation for
support providers or nentors;

(3) ongoing, formative evaluation that is
used for the inprovenent of teaching practice;

(4) procedures for a sunmative eval uation of
begi nni ng teacher performance during the first three years of
teaching, including an annual assessnent of suitability for
license renewal, and for the final assessment of beginning
teachers seeking level 2 |icensure;

(5) support fromlocal school boards, school
district adm nistrators and ot her school district personnel;
and

(6) regular review and eval uation of the
ment or shi p program

D. The departnent of education shall:

(1) establish criteria for participation in
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a teacher nentorship program based on the current |icensing
structure;

(2) require subm ssion and approval of each
school district's teacher nmentorship program

(3) provide technical assistance to school
districts that do not have a well-devel oped nmentorship
programin place; and

(4) encourage school districts to
col | aborate with teacher preparation prograns at institutions
of hi gher education, career educators, educational
organi zations and other state and comunity | eaders in the
ment or shi p of begi nning teachers.™

Section 2. APPROPRI ATION.--Three mllion dollars

(%3, 000,000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to the
state department of public education for expenditure in
fiscal year 2001 for the statew de nentorship program for
begi nni ng teachers. The departnment shall distribute funds to
| ocal school districts based on the nunber of first-, second-
and third-year participants in the nentorship programin each
school district. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance
remai ning at the end of fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the

general fund.
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