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HOUSE BI LL 77

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2000

| NTRODUCED BY
J. Paul Tayl or

FOR THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON; CREATI NG A STUDENT TEACHER SCHOLARSH P
PROGRAM CREATI NG A FUND; MAKI NG AN APPRCPRI ATI ON

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. SCHOLARSH P PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED. - -

A. In order to encourage individuals to enter the
teaching profession and to retain teachers in New Mexico, the
conmm ssion on higher education shall promulgate rules to
establish and adm ni ster a student teacher schol arship
progr am

B. In establishing the program the conm ssion on
hi gher education shall:

(1) devel op standardi zed nmethods to identify
eligible student teachers and to distribute noney to
accredited teacher training institutions;

(2) wverify that recipients are enployed as

full-time teachers in a public school setting for at |east
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one year after conpletion of student teaching;

(3) develop criteria for selection of
schol arshi p recipients, which shall include academnic
performance, canpus involvenent, letters of reconmendati on
and personal commtment to the teaching profession;

(4) pay full tuition for recipients for the
senesters in which they are student teaching; and

(5) ensure that recipients conply with al
rul es adopted by the comm ssion for the schol arship program

Section 2. STUDENT TEACHER SCHOLARSH P FUND CREATED. - -

The "student teacher scholarship fund" is created in the
state treasury. NMoney in the fund shall not revert at the
end of a fiscal year. Money appropriated to the fund or
accruing to it through gifts, grants, bequests and devices
shall be deposited in the fund. The fund shall be invested
as other state funds are invested and i ncone frominvestnent
of the fund shall be credited to the fund. Mney in the fund
is appropriated to the comm ssion on higher education to
carry out the purposes of Section 1 of this act.
Di sbursenents fromthe fund shall be nade upon warrants drawn
by the secretary of finance and adm ni stration pursuant to
vouchers signed by the executive director of the conm ssion
on hi gher education or his designee. The conm ssion shal
use no nore than three percent of the noney in the fund for
adm ni stration. The remaining noney in the fund shall be
used to carry out the provisions of Section 1 of this act.

Section 3. APPROPRI ATI ON. - - Seven hundred t housand
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dol lars ($700,000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to

t he student teacher scholarship fund for expenditure in
fiscal year 2001 and subsequent fiscal years to carry out the
provi sions of Section 1 of this act. Any unexpended or
unencunber ed bal ance renai ning at the end of a fiscal year
shall not revert to the general fund.

- 3 -

.130578. 1



