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HOUSE BI LL 78
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

James G Tayl or

FOR THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COW TTEE

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ONAL STANDARDS; REQUI RI NG STUDENTS TO
ATTAI' N PROFI Cl ENCY OF STANDARDS; PROVI DI NG FOR REMEDI ATI ON
AND ACADEM C | MPROVEMENT PROGRAMS; REPLACI NG THE MEASURE OF
MASTERY OF ESSENTI AL COMPETENCI ES; PROVI DI NG FOR STUDENT
ASSI STANCE TEAMS; RESTRI CTI NG PROMOTI ONS.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 22-2-8.6 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1986,

Chapter 33, Section 7, as anended) is anmended to read:
"22-2-8.6. [ ESSENT-AL—COMPETENGHES] EDUCATI ONAL

STANDARDS- - REMEDI ATl ON PROGRAMS- - ACADEM C | MPROVENMENT

PROGRAMS- - PROMOTI ON POLI Cl ES- - EXCEPTI ON. - -
A. The state board shall identify [faeasurable
ol . " . I . ot
. ol . bhished—i I

edueational] standards as neasured by the state assessnent
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program and establish performance | evels for proficiency.

Renedi ati on prograns, acadeni c i nprovenent prograns _and

pronption policies shall be based on the foll ow ng:

(1) statew de assessnent results;

(2) alternative school -district-detern ned

assessnent results; and

(3) student performance in school.

B. Local school boards shall [devetep] approve

district-devel oped renedi ati on prograns and acadenic

i nprovenent programs to provide special instructional

assi stance to students in grades one through eight who fai

t 0 [ Faster—the—essential—conpetenctes—as—estabH-shed—by—the

H-mtedtotutoringor—sumer—prograns]| attain proficiency of
st andar ds. The cost of [seheol—distret—approved]

renmedi ati on prograns and acadeni c inprovenent prograns shal

be borne by the school district. Renediation [plans—shalt—be
fHHed—wththe——state—boeard] prograns and acadeni c i nprovenent

prograns shall be incorporated into the school district's

educational plan for student success and filed with the

depart nent of educati on.

C. The cost of summer and [ aft+er—sehool] extended

day renedi ation prograns and academ c inprovenent prograns
offered in grades nine through twelve shall be borne by the
parent or guardi an; however, where parents are determned to
be indi gent according to guidelines established by the state

board, the |ocal school board shall bear those costs.
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D. A parent or quardian shall be notified no |ater

than the end of the first grading period that his child is

failing to attain appropriate grade | evel proficiency of

standards. The teacher shall discuss with the parent or

guar di an _possi bl e renedi ation prograns available to inprove

the student's attainment of proficiency of standards.

Specific acadeni c deficiencies and renedi ati on strateqgies

must be agreed upon by the student's parent or quardian and a

witten plan devel oped containing tinelines, acadenic

expectations and the neasurenents used to verify that a

student has overcone his academ c defi ci encies. Renedi ati on

prograns and acadeni ¢ i nprovenent prodgrans include tutoring,

ext ended day prograns, sumrer prodgrans _and ot her research-

based nodel s for student inprovenent.

E. At the end of grades one through [etght—there

are] seven, three options are avail able, dependent on a

student's [mastery] attainnent of [essent+al—conpetenectes]

proficiency of standards as foll ows:

(1) the student has [rmastered—t+he—essential

conpetenetes| attained proficiency of standards and shal

enter the next higher grade;

(2) the student has not [wmastered—the
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essential——conpetencies—and—+my| attained proficiency of

standards and shall participate in renmediation. Upon

certification by the school district that the student has
successful |y [ mastered] overcone his areas of deficiency, he
shal |l enter the next higher grade; or

(3) the student has not [rastered—the
essent+al—conrpetenetes| attained proficiency of standards
upon conpletion of a prescribed renmediation program and upon

the recommendati on of the [eertiied—sechool—nstructor]

student assi stance team and school principal shall either be:
[ Fetatred—+nA—the—sare—grade—for—no—rore—than—onre—school—yrear
. I I et I . I
o o5 et I I had
the—next—higher—grade—
_ I ot . o o

- h(2)—of—Sui : o

hoor—pri-eipat]

(a) retained in the sane grade for no
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nore than one school year with an academ c inprovenent pl an

devel oped by the student assistance teamin order to attain

proficiency of standards, at which tinme the student shal

enter the next higher grade; or

(b)Y pronmpted to the next grade if the

parent or quardian refuses to allow his child to be retained

pursuant to Subparagraph (a) of this paragraph. In this

case, the parent or guardi an shall sign a waiver indicating

his desire that the student be pronmpted to the next higher

grade with an acadenm c i nprovenent plan desi gned to address

specific acadenic deficiencies. The acadeni c i nprovenent

pl an shall be devel oped by the student assi stance team

outlining tinelines and nonitoring activities to ensure

progress toward overconi ng those acadeni c defici encies.

Students failing to attain proficiency of standards at the

end of the school year shall be retained in the sane grade

for no nore than one school vyear in order to have additi onal

tine to master the required standards.

F. At the end of the eighth grade, a student who

fails to attain proficiency of standards shall be retained in

the eighth grade for no nore than one school vear in order to

attain proficiency of standards. The student assi stance team

shall devel op a specific acadenic inprovenent plan that

clearly delineates the student's academ c deficiencies and

prescribes a specific renediation plan to address those

acaden c deficienci es.

G [Any] A student who fails to [master—the
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essentt+al—conpeteneres] attain proficiency of standards for

two successive school years shall be referred to the student

assi stance team for placenent in an alternative program

desi gned by the school district. Alternative program pl ans

shall be filed with the [state—beard] departnent of

educati on.

H.  Pronption and retention decisions affecting a

student enrolled in special education shall be made in

accordance with the provisions of the individual educati onal

pl an established for that student.

|. For the purposes of this section:

(1) "academ c inprovenent plan" nmeans a

witten docunent devel oped by the student assistance team

that describes the specific academ c standards that a student

has not achieved to be at a certain grade |evel and that

prescribes specific renediation prograns such as sunner

school ., extended day school and tutoring;

(2) "alternative school -district-detern ned

assessnent results" neans the results of student assessnents

deternm ned by a | ocal school board to be conducted at any

elenentary grade | evel or mddle school |evel:;

(3) "educational plan for student success"

neans a student-centered tool developed to define the role of

the acadenmi c i nprovenent plan within the district that

addresses nethods to i nprove a student's | earning and success

in school and that identifies specific neasures of a

student's progress:
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(4) "statew de assessnent results" neans the

results obtained fromthe New Mexi co achi evenent assessnent

that is adnministered annually to grades three through nine

pursuant to state board rule; and

(5) "student assistance teand neans a qgroup

consisting of a student's:

(a) teacher:

(b) school counsel or;

(c) school adninistrator:; and

(d) parent or |egal quardian."
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