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HOUSE BI LL 399
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Art Hawki ns

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO MORTALI TY REVI EW AUTHORI ZI NG THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH TO ESTABLI SH A MORTALI TY REVI EW FUNCTI ON; PROVI DI NG
ACCESS TO RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS; PROVI DI NG | MVUNI TY; CHANG NG
DEFI NI TI ONS; AVMENDI NG AND ENACTI NG SECTI ONS OF THE NVSBA 1978.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of the Departnment of Health
Act is enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] MORTALI TY REVI EW COW TTEES. - - The

department shall establish nortality review conmttees to
conduct professional reviews of deaths of persons receiving
services fromcontractors of the departnent.”

Section 2. Section 24-1-3 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1973,
Chapter 359, Section 3, as anended) is anended to read:

"24-1-3. PONERS AND AUTHORI TY OF DEPARTMENT. - - The

departnment has authority to:
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A. receive such grants, subsidies, donations,
all otnents or bequests as nay be offered to the state by the
federal governnment or any department thereof or by any public

or private foundation or [+ndiwviduals| other persons;

B. supervise the health and hygi ene of the people
of the state;

C. investigate, control and abate the causes of
di sease, especially epidemcs, sources of nortality and ot her
condi tions of public health;

D. establish, maintain and enforce isolation and
guar anti ne;

E. close any public place and forbid gatherings of
peopl e when necessary for the protection of the public
heal t h;

F. establish programs and adopt [fregutatioens]
rules to prevent infant nortality, birth defects and
nor bi di ty;

G prescribe the duties of public health nurses
and school nurses;

H.  provide educational prograns and di ssem nate
i nformati on on public health;

I. mintain and enforce [+egulat+oens] rules for
the licensure of health facilities;

J. bring action in court for the enforcenent of
health laws and [regutat+oens] rules and orders issued by the
depart nent;

K. enter into agreements with other states to
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carry out the powers and duties of the departnent;

L. cooperate and enter into contracts or
agreenents with the federal governnent or any other person to
carry out the powers and duties of the departnent;

M maintain and enforce regulations for the
control of comruni cabl e di seases deened to be dangerous to
public health;

N. maintain and enforce regulations for
i muni zati on agai nst di seases deened to be dangerous to the
public health;

O maintain and enforce such rules [and
regutat+ons] as may be necessary to carry out the provisions
of the Public Health Act and to publish [same] the rules;

P. supervise state public health activities,
operate a dental public health program and operate state
| aboratories for the investigation of public health matters;

Q sue and, with the consent of the |egislature,

be sued;

R regulate the practice of mdwfery;

S. administer legislation enacted pursuant to
Title [W] 6 of the Public Health Service Act as anended and

suppl ement ed;

T. inspect such prem ses or vehicles as necessary
to ascertain the existence or nonexi stence of conditions
dangerous to public health or safety; [and]

U.  inspect and pronptly obtain copies of al

nedi cal records and ot her docunents pertaining to a person
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whose death is the subject of inquiry by the departnent's

nortality review commttee; and

[U-] V. do all other things necessary to carry out

its duties.”
Section 3. Section 41-9-2 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1979,
Chapter 169, Section 2, as anended) is anended to read:
"41-9-2. DEFINITIONS.--As used in the Review
Organi zation Imunity Act:

A.  "person" neans [any] an individual,
corporation, partnership, firmor other entity;

B. "health care provider"” means [anRy] a person
licensed by the state or permtted by law to provide health
care services;

C. "health care services" neans services rendered
by a health care provider of the type the health care
provider is licensed or permtted to provide;

D. "staff" neans the nenbers of the governing
board, officers and enpl oyees of a health care provider
[whieh] that is not an individual; and

E. "review organi zati on" neans an organi zati on
whose nenbership is Iimted to health care providers and
staff, except where otherw se provided for by state or
federal law, and [whieh] that is established by a health care
provider [whieh] that is a hospital, by one or nore state or
| ocal associations of health care providers, by the

departnent of health when conducting nortality reviews by a

nonprofit health care plan, by a health nmaintenance
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organi zation, by an energency nedi cal services system or
provi der as defined in the Energency Medical Services Act or
by a professional standards revi ew organi zati on established
pursuant to 42 U S.C., Section 1320c-1 et seq. to gather and
review information relating to the care and treatnent of
patients for the purposes of:

(1) evaluating and inmproving the quality of
health care services rendered in the area or by a health care
provi der;

(2) reducing norbidity or nortality;

(3) obtaining and dissem nating statistics
and information relative to the treatnent and prevention of
di seases, illnesses and injuries;

(4) devel opi ng and publi shing guidelines
showi ng the norns of health care services in the area or by
heal t h care providers;

(5) devel opi ng and publishing guidelines
desi gned to keep within reasonabl e bounds the cost of health
care services;

(6) reviewing the nature, quality or cost of
health care services provided to enrollees of health
mai nt enance organi zati ons and nonprofit health care pl ans;

(7) acting as a professional standards
revi ew organi zation pursuant to 42 U.S.C., Section 1320c- 1,
et seq.; or

(8) determ ning whether a health care

provider shall be granted authority to provide health care
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services using the health care provider's facilities or
whet her a health care provider's privileges should be
l[imted, suspended or revoked."
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