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HOUSE BI LL 464
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Terry T. Marquardt

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO SCHOOL SAFETY; ENACTI NG THE SCHOOL SAFETY ACT;
CREATI NG A CENTER FOR SCHOOL SAFETY; PRESCRI Bl NG PONERS AND
DUTI ES; MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW NMEXI CO.
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] SHORT TITLE. --This act may be cited as

the "School Safety Act"."
Section 2. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] LEQ SLATI VE PURPCSE. - - The purpose of the
School Safety Act is to create a center to coordinate state
and | ocal resources to enlarge the capacities for research,
effective programm ng and program eval uation that lead to

success in addressing safety and discipline within the
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school s. "
Section 3. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] DEFINI TIONS. --As used in the School

Safety Act:

A, "administrator” nmeans the institution of higher
education that adm nisters and operates the center;

B. "center" nmeans the center for school safety;

C. "intervention services" neans preventive,
devel opnental, corrective or supportive services or treatnent
provided to a student who is at risk of school failure, who
is at risk of participation in violent behavior or juvenile
crinme or who has been suspended or expelled from school; and

D. "school resource officer"” neans a | aw
enforcenent officer who has been specially trained to work
wi th students at a school site."

Section 4. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] CENTER- - CREATED- - ADM NI STRATOR- -

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON- - POAERS AND DUTI ES. - -

A.  The "center for school safety"” is created. The
department of education shall contract with one of the
state's four-year institutions of higher education to be
adm nistrator. Selection of the adm nistrator shall be by
requests for proposals.

B. The center mamy accept gifts, grants and

donations from public or private sources.
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C. The center shall

(1) conduct research and data anal ysis on
school safety issues for the departnent of education and
school districts;

(2) serve as a clearinghouse for information
and materials concerning school violence prevention and
i ntervention services;

(3) provide program devel opnent and
i mpl enent ati on expertise and technical support to schools,
| aw enf orcenent agenci es and comuni ties, including
coordinating training for adm nistrators, teachers, students,
parents and other comunity representatives;

(4) evaluate school safety prograns in
school districts to enable schools and communities to better
addr ess specific needs;

(5) administer a grant program

(6) pronote interagency efforts to address
di scipline and safety issues within conmunities throughout
the state;

(7) advise the state board on rul es and
policies pertaining to school safety; and

(8) prepare an annual report on the status
of school safety in New Mexico by July 1 of each year to the
governor, the state board and the | egislature.

D. The departnent of education shall:
(1) develop a work plan and budget for the

center;
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(2) provide general operating policies; and
(3) collaborate with the center in

(a) devel opi ng reconmendati ons and
st at ewi de gui deli nes designed to inprove the | earning
envi ronnent and student achi evenent and to reduce the dropout
rate in the state's public schools;

(b) identifying successful strategies
that are used in New Mexico and other states to inprove the
| earning environnent and to reduce the dropout rate; and

(c) providing technical assistance to
school districts that request assistance with dropout
prevention strategies."”

Section 5. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] DATA COLLECTI ON SYSTEM - -The center

shal |l establish and maintain a statew de data collection
system by whi ch school districts shall report by sex, race
and grade |evel:

A. all incidents of violence and assault agai nst
school enpl oyees or students;

B. all incidents of possession of guns or other
deadl y weapons on school property or at school functions;

C. all incidents of possession or use of alcohol,
prescription drugs or controlled substances on school
property or at school functions;

D. all arrests of students, the charges and

whet her civil damages were pursued by an injured party;
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E. the nunber of suspensions and expul sions; and
F. biennial and other assessnent data."
Section 6. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] GRANTS FOR | NTERVENTI ON SERVI CES- -

APPLI CATI ONS- - MODEL | NTERAGENCY AGREEMENTS. - -

A. Wthin avail abl e resources, the state board
shall award grants to school districts to inprove schoo
saf ety and student discipline by providing alternative
educati on prograns, school resource officers and intervention
services. Applications for grants shall be in a form
required by the center. The center shall receive and
eval uate grants based on criteria adopted by the state board
and make funding reconmendations to the state board.

B. Gants for intervention services may include:

(1) screening to identify students at risk

for enotional disabilities and antisocial behavior;

(2) direct instruction in academ c, social,
probl em sol ving and conflict-resolution skills;

(3) nedical, psychol ogical and counseling
servi ces;

(4) famly services;

(5) work and conmunity service prograns;

(6) collaborative progranms between school s
and community civic and service organi zations; and

(7) other initiatives designed to increase

school safety.
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C. The center shall devel op nodel interagency
agreenents for use by school districts and other state and
| ocal agencies and community organi zations, including the
courts, children, youth and famlies departnent, departnment
of health, public health offices, nental health agencies, |aw
enf orcenent agencies, |ocal youth prograns, civic
organi zati ons and other interested groups to share the costs
of providing intervention services."
Section 7. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:
"[ NEW MATERI AL] BI ENNI AL ASSESSMENTS- - DI STRI CT PLANS. - -

A.  Each biennium each public school and each
school district shall assess their school safety prograns and
student discipline and rel ated procedures and report themto
t he departnent of education and the center. The first
bi enni al assessnent is due by March 15, 2001. After the
initial assessnent, the departnent and the center may change
t he date biennial assessments are due. The biennial
assessnment is in addition to reports filed with the center
for its data collection systemor for grant applications. A
grant shall not be awarded to a school district for a school
that has not filed with the school district a conpleted
current assessnent.

B. The school biennial assessnent shall include:

(1) reports of school incidents relating to
di sruptive behavi ors;

(2) a description of the school's behavior
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and discipline rules and an eval uati on of whether the rules
are cl early understandabl e and whether there is appropriate
notice of the rules to students and parents;

(3) a description and assessnent of the
school's hierarchy of responses to discipline problens and
actual disciplinary outcones;

(4) training needs for instructional staff
i n classroom managenent, student |earning styles and ot her
speci alized training to enhance the capacity of the staff to
engage students and m nimze disruptive behavior;

(5) an assessnent of the array of school
services to students at risk of academi c failure, dropping
out or truancy;

(6) an assessnent of the policies and
nmet hods used by the school to engage parents at the earliest
stages of probl em behavi or;

(7) training needs of students in anger
reduction, conflict resolution, peer mediation and ot her
necessary skills;

(8) training needs of parents;

(9) an assessnment of the school's physical
envi ronnment and whether it pronotes or reduces student
pr obl em behavi or and vi ol ence;

(10) an evaluation of the effectiveness of
prograns funded through grants fromthe center

(11) a description and eval uation of the

ef fecti veness of interagency agreenents entered into by the
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school district or the public school and other agencies; and
(12) other data required by the center or
deened rel evant by the school adm nistration.

C. The district biennial report shall include an
assessnment of the district's data, resources, policies and
procedures and district-wi de needs as identified from
i ndi vi dual school assessnents. The district shall seek the
participation of parents and state, |ocal and community
agenci es, including | aw enforcenent and the courts, in the
assessment process.

D. As aresult of the district assessnent of data,
resources, policies and procedures and needs, each |oca
school board shall adopt a plan for imediate and | ong-term
strategi es to address school safety and discipline. The
devel opnent of the plan shall involve at |east one
representative fromeach school in the district as well as
representatives fromthe community. The process of planning
shall be determned locally. The school district plan shal
be filed with the center

E. The school district plan shall be used as the
basis for any request for grants. The district plan shal
i nclude a description of instructional placenent options for
student s di spl ayi ng nmenaci ng or viol ent behavior."

Section 8. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] CHI LDREN S COURT- - REPORTS. - -

A. The children's court shall notify the resident
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school district of a child who is under the jurisdiction of
the children's court and who has commtted a violation that
if commtted by an adult would constitute a fel ony pursuant
to Section 32A-2-20 NVBA 1978.
B. The school district shall release the

i nformation provided by the children's court to the child's
princi pal and teachers and nay release the information to
ot her school personnel as needed. The school district and
school personnel shall not release the information to any
ot her person except as required by law. The notification
shal |l not beconme part of the child s student record."

Section 9. APPROPRI ATION. --Two hundred fifty thousand
dol I ars ($250, 000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to
the state department of public education for expenditure in
fiscal year 2001 to carry out the provisions of the School
Safety Act. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance remai ni ng
at the end of fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the general

f und.

.132072. 1



