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HOUSE BI LL 49

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2000

| NTRODUCED BY
John A. Heaton

FOR THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COWM TTEE

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C EDUCATI ON; PROVI DI NG FOR THE STATE BOARD
OF EDUCATI ON TO ASSESS THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS TAKI NG AND
PASSI NG THE CERTI FI CATI ON EXAM NATI ON.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 22-2-2 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1967,
Chapter 16, Section 5, as amended) is anmended to read:
"22-2-2. STATE BOARD--DUTIES.--Wthout limting those
powers granted to the state board pursuant to Section 22-2-1
NMBSA 1978, the state board shall performthe follow ng

duti es:

A. properly and uniformy enforce the provisions
of the Public School Code;

B. determne policy for the operation of al
public schools and vocational education prograns in the

state;

C. appoint a state superintendent;
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D. purchase and loan instructional material to
students pursuant to the Instructional Mterial Law and adopt
rules relating to the use and operation of instructiona
materi al depositories in the instructional naterial
di stribution process;

E. designate courses of instruction to be taught
in all public schools in the state;

F. assess and evaluate all state institutions and
those private schools that desire state accreditation;

G determne the qualifications for and issue a
certificate to any person teaching, assisting teachers,
supervi sing an instructional program counseling, providing
speci al instructional services or adm nistering in public
school s, according to |law and according to a system of
classification adopted and published by the state board,

H.  suspend or revoke a certificate held by a
certified school instructor or certified schoo
adm ni strator, according to law, for inconpetency, inmorality
or [fer] any other good and just cause;

I. make full and conplete reports on consolidation
of school districts to the |egislature;

J. prescribe courses of instruction, requirenents
for graduation and standards for all public schools, for
private school s seeking state accreditation and for the
educati onal progranms conducted in state institutions other
than the New Mexico military institute;

K. adopt rules for the adm nistration of al
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public schools and bylaws for its own adninistration;

L. require periodic reports on forns prescribed by
it fromall public schools and attendance reports from
private school s;

M authorize adult educational progranms to be
conducted in schools under its jurisdiction and adopt and
pronul gate rul es governing all such adult educati onal
pr ogr ans;

N. require any school under its jurisdiction that
sponsors athletic prograns involving sports to nmandate that
the participating student obtain catastrophic health and
acci dent insurance coverage, such coverage to be offered
t hrough the school and issued by an insurance conpany duly
i censed pursuant to the |aws of New Mexi co;

O require all accrediting agencies for public
schools in the state to act with its approval;

P. accept and receive all grants of noney fromthe
federal government or any other agency for public schoo
pur poses and di sburse the noney in the manner and for the
pur pose specified in the grant;

Q require prior approval for any educati onal
programin a public school that is to be conduct ed,
sponsored, carried on or caused to be carried on by a private
organi zati on or agency;

R approve or disapprove all rules pronul gated by
any associ ation or organization attenpting to regul ate any

public school activity and invalidate any rule in conflict
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with any rule pronul gated by the state board. The state
board shall require any association or organi zation
attenpting to regulate any public school activity to conply
with the provisions of the Open Meetings Act and be subj ect
to the inspection of the Public Records Act. The state board
may require performance and financial audits of any

associ ation or organi zation attenpting to regulate any public
school activity. The state board shall have no power or
control over the rules or the byl aws governing the

adm ni stration of the internal organization of the

associ ation or organi zation;

S. review decisions nade by the governing board or
officials of any organi zati on or association regul ating any
public school activity, and any decision of the state board
shall be final in respect thereto;

T. accept or reject any charitable gift, grant,
devi se or bequest. The particular gift, grant, devise or
bequest accepted shall be considered an asset of the state;

U establish and maintain regional centers, at its
di scretion, for conducting cooperative services between
public schools and school districts within and anong those
regions and to facilitate regul ati on and eval uati on of school
pr ogr ans;

V. assess and evaluate for accreditation purposes
at | east one-third of all public schools each year through
visits by departnent of education personnel to investigate

t he adequacy of pupil gain in standard required subject
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matt er, adequacy of pupil activities, functional feasibility
of public school and school district organization, adequacy
of staff preparation and other matters bearing upon the
education of the students;

W provide for managenent and ot her necessary
personnel to operate any public school or school district
that has failed to neet requirenents of |aw, state board
standards or state board rules; provided that the operation
of the public school or school district shall not include any
consol i dati on or reorgani zation without the approval of the
| ocal school board of that school district. Until such tine
as requirements of |aw, standards or rules have been nmet and
conmpliance is assured, the powers and duties of the |oca
school board shall be suspended;

X. establish and inplenent a plan that provides
for technical assistance to | ocal school boards through
wor kshops and ot her in-service training methods; provided,
however, that no plan shall require nandatory attendance by
any nmenber of a | ocal school board;

Y. submt a plan applying for funds avail abl e
under Public Law 94-142 and di sburse these funds in the
manner and for the purposes specified in the plan;

Z. enforce requirenents for home schools. Upon
finding that a hone school is not in conpliance with [aw, the
state board has authority to order that a student attend a
public school or a private school; [and]

AA. develop a systemic framework for professiona
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devel opnent that provides training to ensure quality teachers
and principals and that inproves and enhances student
achi evenent. The state board shall work with public school
educators, the conm ssion on hi gher education and
institutions of higher education to establish the franework.
The framework shall include:

(1) the criteria for school districts to
apply for professional devel opnent funds, including an
eval uati on conponent that will be used by the departnent of
education in approving |local school district professiona
devel opnent pl ans; and

(2) qguidelines for devel opi ng extensive
pr of essi onal devel opnent activities for school districts,
i ncluding teaching strategies, curriculumnmaterials, distance
| earning networks and web sites to ensure that the state
board's rules pertaining to content standards and benchmarks
are used by New Mexico teachers;

BB. assess the nunber and scores of students at

each col |l ege of education and teacher preparation program at

state educational institutions who are taking and passing the

state certification exam nation; and

CC. withhold program approval froma college of

educati on or teacher preparation program whose graduates do

not achieve a passing rate of eighty percent on the state

certification exan nation for three consecutive vears."
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