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A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000

SENATE BI LL 123

| NTRODUCED BY
Ronman M Maes ||

AN ACT

RELATI NG TO TELECOMVUNI CATI ONS; AMENDI NG AND ENACTI NG

SECTI ONS OF THE NMBA 1978; MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATl ON.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO

Section 1.

Section 8-8-6 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1998,

Chapter 108, Section 6) is anended to read:

"8-8-6.

COVW SSI ON- - DI VI SI ONS. --The conmm ssi on shal

include the follow ng organi zati onal units:

Section 2.
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adm ni strative services division
consumrer relations division;

i nsurance divi sion;

| egal division;

t el ecommuni cati ons conpl ai nts di vi Si on;

[ &]
[F]

E.

G

the transportation division; and

the utility division."

A new section of the Public Regul ation
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Comm ssion Act is enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS COWPLAI NTS

DI VI SI ON. - -
A. The tel ecommuni cati ons conpl aints division
shal | :
(1) review conplaints concerning
i nterconnecti on between carriers;
(2) review alleged violations of the rules
governing the provision of public teleconmunication services;
(3) investigate each conplaint on an
expedi ted basis; and
(4) recommend actions to the comm ssion.
B. Each conplaint shall be resolved by the
comm ssion within thirty days unl ess extended for good cause
by an order of the comm ssion that states with specificity
the reason for and | ength of the extension."
Section 3. Section 63-9A-2 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1985,
Chapter 242, Section 2, as anended) is anended to read:
"63-9A-2. PURPCSE. --The legislature declares that it
remai ns the policy of the state of New Mexico to mamintain the
availability of access to tel econmunications services at
affordable rates. Furthernore, it is the policy of this
state to have conparabl e nessage tel ecomuni cati ons service
rates, as established by the conmm ssion, for conparable
mar kets or market areas. To the extent that it is consistent
with nmaintaining availability of access to service at

af fordabl e rates and conpar abl e nessage tel econmuni cati ons

.131141.1
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service rates, it is further the policy of this state to

encourage conpetition in the provision of public

tel ecomuni cati ons [+ndust+y] services, thereby all ow ng

access by the public to resulting rapid advances in

t el ecomuni cati ons technol ogy. [H—s—thepurpoese—of—theNew
: I . . . I

: e el ord S :

I I I : . i L
eavironrent] It is further the intent of the |legislature that

t he encouragenent of conpetition in the provision of public

t el econmmuni cations services will result in greater investnent

in the tel ecommuni cations infrastructure in the state,

inproved service quality and operations and |lower prices for

such services."

Section 4. A new section of the New Mexico
Tel ecommuni cations Act is enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] | DENTI FYI NG SUBSI DI ES- - REGULATI ONS- -

PRI CE CAPS. - -

A. No later than Cctober 1, 2000, the conm ssion
shall review existing rates for public tel ecomunications
services offered by incunbent |ocal exchange carriers with
nmore than fifty thousand access |lines and identify al
subsidies that are included in the rates. The conmi ssion
shall issue rules requiring that the identified subsidies
appear on custoner bills and establish a schedul e whereby
inplicit subsidies be elimnated through inplenmentation of

the state rural universal service fund or through revenue-

.131141.1
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neutral rate rebal ancing. For purposes of this section,
"subsi di es” nmeans a rate that is priced above the cost of
providing a service and that is used to maintain the rate in
an area where the cost for the sane or another service is
hi gher .
B. No later than January 1, 2001, the conm ssion
shall issue rules that:
(1) establish quality of service standards;
(2) ensure adequate investnent in the
tel ecomuni cations infrastructure of the state;
(3) pronote availability and depl oynent of
hi gh- speed data servi ces;
(4) ensure the accessibility of
i nterconnection by conpetitive |ocal exchange carriers; and
(5) establish an expedited regul atory
process for considering matters related to tel ecommuni cati ons
services that are pending before the comm ssion.
C. No later than April 1, 2001, the conm ssion
shall elimnate rate of return regul ation of
tel ecomuni cations carriers with nore than fifty thousand
access lines and inplenment an alternative formof regulation
t hat establishes reasonabl e price caps for basic residence
and busi ness | ocal exchange services."
Section 5. APPROPRI ATI ON. - - Fi ve hundred t housand
dol I ars ($500, 000) is appropriated fromthe general fund to
the public regulation comm ssion for expenditure in fiscal

year 2001 to carry out the provisions of this act. Any

.131141.1
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unexpended or

unencunbered bal ance remai ning at the end of

fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the general fund.
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