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SENATE BI LL 138
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Leonard Lee Rawson

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO SCHOOL BUS SAFETY; REQUI RI NG SAFETY BELTS ON
SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATI ON EQUI PMENT PURCHASED OR RENTED AFTER
JANUARY 1, 2002.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO.
Section 1. Section 22-8-27 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1967,

Chapter 16, Section 77, as anended) is anended to read:
"22-8-27. TRANSPORTATI ON EQUI PMENT. - -

A. The state superintendent shall establish a
systemati c program for the purchase of necessary school bus
transportati on equi pnent.

B. In establishing a systemfor the replacenent of
school -di strict-owned buses, the state superintendent shal
provide for the replacenent of school buses on a twelve-year
cycle. School districts requiring additional buses to

accomodate growth in the district or to nmeet other special
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needs nmay petition the state superintendent for additional
buses. Under exceptional circunstances, districts may al so
petition the state superintendent for perm ssion to replace
buses prior to the conpletion of a twelve-year cycle or to
utilize buses in excess of twelve years contingent upon
satisfactory annual safety inspections.

C. In establishing a systemfor the utilization of
contractor-owned buses by school districts, the state
superi ntendent shall establish a schedule for the paynent of
rental fees for the use of contractor-owned buses. As with
school district-owned operations, the state superintendent
shal | establish procedures to ensure the systematic
repl acenent of buses on a twelve-year replacenent cycle.
School districts requiring additional buses to accomopdate
growh in the district or to neet other special needs may
petition the state superintendent for additional buses.
Under exceptional circunstances, districts nay al so petition
the state superintendent for perm ssion to replace buses
prior to the conpletion of a twelve-year cycle or to utilize
buses in excess of twelve years contingent upon satisfactory
annual safety inspections. Effective with the 1995-96 school
year, no school district shall pay rental fees for any one
bus for a period in excess of five years. 1In the event a
school bus service contract is termnated, the state
superi ntendent shall cal cul ate the remai ni ng nunber of years
that a bus could be used based on a twel ve-year replacenment

cycle and cal culate a value reflecting that use. The | ocal
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school district shall deduct an anobunt equal to that val ue
from any remnai ni ng anount due on the contract or, if no
bal ance remains on the contract, the contractor shal

rei nburse the school district an ampbunt equal to the val ue
cal cul at ed.

D. Effective January 1, 2002, the purchase of

school bus transportation equipnent or rental of contractor-

owned buses by school districts shall not be approved by the

state superintendent unl ess the school buses are equi pped

with a safety belt for each permanent seat."
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