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SENATE BI LL 141
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
John Arthur Smith

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON; PROVI DI NG FOR OPTI ONAL FULL- DAY
Kl NDERGARTEN PROGRAMS; MAKI NG APPROPRI ATI ONS; DECLARI NG AN
EMERGENCY

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO.
Section 1. Section 22-2-8.1 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1986,

Chapter 33, Section 2, as anended) is anended to read:

"22-2-8.1. LENGTH OF SCHOOL DAY--M NI MUM - -
A.  Regul ar students shall be in school -directed

prograns, exclusive of lunch, for a m ninmum of the follow ng:

(1) Kkindergarten, for half-day prograns, two

and one-half hours per day or four hundred fifty hours per

year or, for full-day progranms, five and one-half hours per

day or nine hundred ninety hours per year;

(2) grades one through six, five and one-

hal f hours per day or nine hundred ninety hours per year; and
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(3) grades seven through twelve, six hours
per day or one thousand ei ghty hours per year.

B. Nothing in this section precludes a |ocal
school board fromsetting |length of school days in excess of
the m ni mum requirements established by Subsection A of this
secti on.

C. The state superintendent may wai ve the m ni mum
| ength of school days in those districts where such m ni muns
woul d create undue hardships as defined by the state board."

Section 2. Section 22-8-19 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1974,
Chapter 8, Section 9, as anmended) is anended to read:
"22-8-19. EARLY CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON PROGRAM UNI TS. - -

A.  The nunber of early chil dhood educati on program
units is deternmined by multiplying the early chil dhood
education MEM by the cost differential factor 1.44. [Ne
earHy—chi-dhood—educaton—student—shat-—be—counted—+For—rore
than—0-5—early—ehildhood—education—NMEM-] Early chil dhood

educati on students enrolled in half-day kindergarten prodrans

shall be counted for 0.5 early childhood MEM Early

chi |l dhood education students enrolled in full-day

ki ndergarten prograns that are approved by the departnent

shall be counted for 1.0 early chil dhood educati on MEM

B. For the purpose of calculating early chil dhood
educati on programunits, devel opnentally disabled three- and
four-year-old students shall be counted in early chil dhood
educati on nenbership. No devel opnental ly disabled three- or

four-year-old student shall be counted for nore than 0.5
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early chil dhood education MEM "
Section 3. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] FULL- DAY KI NDERGARTEN PROGRAMS. - -

A. The state board shall adopt rules for the
devel opnent and i npl enentation of full-day kindergarten
prograns. Establishnment of full-day kindergarten prograns
shall be voluntary on the part of school districts and
student participation shall be voluntary on the part of
parents.

B. Full-day kindergarten prograns shall be phased
in over a two-year period as foll ows:

(1) effective with the 2000-2001 schoo
year, one-half of New Mexico's kindergarten classes nay be
full day; and

(2) effective with the 2001-2002 schoo
year, all of New Mexico's kindergarten classes may be ful
day.

C. School districts shall apply to the departnent
of education to receive funding for full-day kindergarten
programs. Only school districts operating full-day
ki ndergarten prograns approved by the departnment of education
shal |l receive funding for full-day progranms pursuant to
Section 22-8-19 NMSA 1978. In granting approval for funding
of full-day kindergarten prograns, the departnent of
education shall give preference to school districts with

school s that have the highest proportion of students nost in
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need based upon the at-risk index and to school districts
wi th avail abl e cl assroom space. "
Section 4. APPROPRI ATI ONS. - -

A.  One hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) is
appropriated fromthe general fund to the state departnent of
public education for expenditure in fiscal year 2000 for the
pur pose of conducting a professional, independent assessnent
of the nunber of classroons that will be needed to fully
i mpl enent full-day kindergarten. This assessnment shall take
into account projected student enrollnment with consideration
to school districts with declining student enroll nment
patterns. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance remaini ng
at the end of fiscal year 2000 shall revert to the general
fund.

B. Thirteen million six hundred seventy-five
t housand dol lars ($13,675,000) is appropriated fromthe
general fund to the state departnent of public education for
expenditure in fiscal year 2001 for the purpose of funding
additional programunits in early childhood education at the
program unit val ue established by the superintendent of
public instruction. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance
remai ning at the end of fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the
general fund.

Section 5. EMERGENCY.--It is necessary for the public

peace, health and safety that this act take effect immedi ately.
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