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SENATE BI LL 189

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Leonard Lee Rawson

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO DOVESTI C AFFAI RS; CLARI FYI NG THE LEGAL EFFECT OF
MARRI AGE; AMENDI NG AND ENACTI NG SECTI ONS OF THE NVSBA 1978.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of Chapter 40, Article 1 NVBA
1978 is enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] SAME- SEX MARRI AGES PRCHI BI TED. - - A

marri age between persons of the sane sex is prohibited and
expressly against the public policy of this state."
Section 2. A new section of Chapter 40, Article 1 NVSA

1978 is enacted to read:

"[ NEW MATERI AL] "MARRI AGE" DEFI NED.--1n determning the
nmeani ng of a statute or rule or any interpretation of a
statute or rule by an agency or instrunmentality of the state
or a political subdivision of the state:

A. "marriage" nmeans a | egal union between one nman
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and one woman as husband and wi fe; and
B. "spouse" nmeans a party to a marriage and who is
t he opposite sex of the other party to the marriage."
Section 3. Section 40-1-1 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1862-
1863, p.64, as anended) is anended to read:

"40-1-1. CIVIL CONTRACT. - - [ Seeti-on—t-]

A. Mrriage is contenplated by the law as a civil
contract for which the consent of the contracting parties,
capable in law of contracting, is essential.

B. The contracting parties to a narriage are one

man_and one wonan."

Section 4. Section 40-1-4 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1862-

1863, p.64, as anended) is anended to read:

"40-1-4. FOREI GN MARRI AGES RECOGNI ZED. - - [ See—5-]

A. Al nmarriages celebrated beyond the limts of
this state [whieh] that are valid according to the | aws of
the country [wherein] in which they were cel ebrated or
contracted shall be [H¥kewise] valid in this state and shal
have the sane force as if they had been celebrated in

accordance with the laws in force in this state.

B. Notwi thstanding the provisions of Subsection A

of this section, a marri age between persons of the sane sex,

or any right or claimarising fromtheir relationship, shal

not be valid, binding or enforceable in New Mexico even | f

the marriage or any right or claimis valid. binding or

enforceable in another jurisdiction."

Section 5. EFFECTI VE DATE. --The effective date of the
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provi sions of this act
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is July 1, 2000.
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