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NOTE: Asprovided in LFC poalicy, thisreport isintended for use by the standing finance committees of the
legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.

FISCALIMPACTREPORT

|SPONSOR: “Lyong “DATE TYPED:

02/03/00

IHe_|

|SHORT TITLE:

|Alternate Educational Assessment

S £

ANALYST:lBaca |

APPROPRIATION

Appropriation Contained Egimated Additional |mpact Recurring Fund
FY00 FYO1 FY00 FYo1 or Non-Rec Affected
$400.0 Recurring |lGF

(Parenthesis () Indicate Expenditure Decreases)

Duplicates HB 330

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

State Department of Education (SDE)
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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

Senate Bill 308 appropriates $400.0 from the generad fund to the SDE for expenditure in fiscal year 2001 for
the development and implementation of an aternate assessment system for specid students unable to take
the standard assessment.

Sonificant Issues

The SDE andysis sates that not passing thishill MAY jeopardize the flow of $45 million available to New
Mexico under the provisons of IDEA. If federa funds are not available, the sate will have to provide
sarvices at New Mexico tax payer expense.

The andyds prepared by the SDE cites provisonsin the 1997 reauthorization of the Individuas with
Disabilities Act (IDEA) which requires that:

o Students with disabilities be included in state and school district assessments,

o daesdevelop and implement aternate assessment systems by July 1, 2000, for students unable to
participate in state and district assessments,

o daesand school didricts develop specific guiddines to determine the digibility of sudentsto
participate in the aternate assessment,

« the number of students participating in the aternate assessment system be reported, and

« the performance of students participating in the dternate system be reported in the same manner as
those students participating in the sandard assessment system.

SDE egtimate that 3% of al specid education students will participate in the dternate assessment system.
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FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

Senate Bill 308 appropriates $400.0 in genera fund. The gppropriation in the bill will be sufficient to cover
the projected cost of implementation, including materids and professond development, according to the
SDE andyss.

Any unexpended or unencumbered baance remaining at the endo fiscal year 2001 shall revert to the generd
fund.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

None anticipated. SDE staff will implement the program with current FTE.

POSSI BLE QUESTIONS

How specific isthe federd statute regarding the consequences of not enacting this legidation prior to July 1,
2000.

Will the federd government refuse to flow IDEA dollars? Is there an gpped s process if the dternate
assessment system is not in place?

Isit possible to develop this dternate system with federd dollars?

LB/prr/injw
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