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NOTE: Asprovided in LFC poalicy, thisreport isintended for use by the standing finance committees of the
legidature. TheLegidative Finance Committee does not assume responsibility for the accuracy of theinformation in
thisreport when used in any other situation.

Only themost recent FIR version, excluding attachments, isavailable on the Intranet. Previoudly issued FIRs and
attachments may be obtained from the LFC officein Suite 101 of the State Capitol Building North.

FISCALIMPACTREPORT
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State Department of Education (SDE)
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Synopsis of Bill

Senate Joint Memoria 31, introduced for the LESC, requests that SDE and local school boards study
dternative methods of restructuring public schools and redesigning class schedules of dementary, middle and
junior high schools. The memorid indicates adirect correlation between school sze and violence in the
schools and further suggests that instructiona gpproaches utilizing smal groups will dlow for more
individudized atention for students as well asimproved success in school.

The memorid aso requests that the SDE report its findings to the Legidative Education Study Committee no
later than November 1, 2000.

Saonificant Issues

The SDE andydis sates that methods and strategies such family concepts, academies and dternative
scheduling patterns are dready in use and provide smdl (smaller) group settings for sudents.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

None anticipated. SDE can use existing staff to conduct the study. Because many schools are dready using
these approaches and some nationa research datais available, SDE staff believes a quality study can be
conducted.
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