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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 12
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Ron Godbey

A JO NT MEMORI AL
EXPRESSI NG THE LEG SLATURE' S OPPCSI TI ON TO THE LEGALI ZATI ON
OF DRUGS

VWHEREAS, during the |last year, the governor has
expressed his opinion that the war on drugs is a failure and
that | egalization and control of drugs is the best way to
elimnate the high costs of interdiction and puni shnent; and

WHEREAS, the governor's opinion is not shared by the
overwhel m ng majority of |aw enforcenment personnel, social
wor kers, judges, teachers, parents, church | eaders and
ot hers; and

VWHEREAS, the experience in countries that have tried
| egal i zati on does not engender confidence that |egalization
of drugs is either a sound public policy or a sound public
heal th policy; and

VWHEREAS, the |egislature strongly opposes the governor's
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stand on | egalization of drugs;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the | egislature express, in no
uncertain terms, its opposition to any attenpts by the
governor or anyone else to |legalize drugs; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the legislature publicly
support the efforts of federal and state | aw enforcenent
personnel in stopping the trade, distribution and consunption
of illegal drugs and applaud their efforts to halt the use of

illegal drugs in Anerica; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the |egislature, through the
passage of this joint menorial, send the strongest possible
message to those who sell or use illegal drugs that the New
Mexico legislature is commtted to the nation's war on drugs;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transnmitted to the governor and the secretary of public
safety and the United States departnent of justice.
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