new
= del ete

underscored materi a

[ bracketed—raterial]

© 00 N oo o1~ W N P

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R R
g B W N B O © ©® N O OO0 M W N P O

HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 25
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Mmnm Stewart

FOR THE EDUCATI ON | NI TI ATI VES AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY TASK FORCE

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON TO DESI GN
A STATEW DE READI NG I NI TI ATI VE TO | MPROVE READI NG
PRCFI Cl ENCY.

VWHEREAS, the education initiatives and accountability
task force was established in 1999 by the New Mexico
| egi sl ative council; and

VWHEREAS, the task force has determ ned that reading
proficiently at grade level is its nunber one priority to be
addressed by the 2000 | egislature; and

VWHEREAS, one of the many goals of the education
initiatives and accountability task force is for all students
in New Mexico to neet or exceed standards for reading
proficiently at grades three through graduation; and

VWHEREAS, the education initiatives and accountability

task force desires that by New Mexico's one hundredth
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bi rt hday of statehood, in 2012, all students graduate from
hi gh school nultilingual and prepared for higher education
and productive careers; and

VWHEREAS, reading, or the inability to do so, is
inextricably tied to student dropout rate and many of the
soci al problens that go along with students droppi ng out of
school ; and

WHEREAS, studi es show that children who cannot recogni ze
their names in witing before they start kindergarten are
al ready behind in learning to read; and

WHEREAS, studi es show that children who cannot read are
di sadvantaged in conpeting for jobs in today's high
technol ogy work force, cannot meke intelligent consuner
choi ces or cannot participate fully as citizens;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that, to inprove reading proficiency in
the state of New Mexico, the state departnent of public
education design a statewide reading initiative in the year
2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the superintendent of public
i nstruction involve readi ng specialists, teachers, parents
and others in the design process of the reading initiative;
and BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED that the design of the reading
initiative focus on providing consistent assessnent and
eval uati on of student reading |evels, providing appropriate
staff devel opment at the public schools and school districts

to assist teachers in the instruction of the reading
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initiative programand providing extra tinme in the student's
day for the inplenentation of reading prograns that refl ect
qgual ity, research-based prograns shown to inprove readi ng
proficiency; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the design of the reading
initiative also focus on rewardi ng teachers and staff in
schools and districts that are inproving student success; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the superintendent of public
instruction report to the |egislative education study
commttee and the appropriate legislative interimconmttee
about the designed reading initiative by August 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the chairman of the |egislative education
study committee, the chairman of the appropriate |egislative
interimconmittee, the president of the state board of
educati on and the superintendent of public instruction.
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