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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 26
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Mmnm Stewart

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON TO
RESEARCH AND RECOMVEND A DEFI NI TI ON OF DYSLEXI A AND | DENTI FY
EFFECTI VE | NTERVENTI ONS AND SPECI ALI ZED PUBLI C SCHOCL
EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS THI S DI SABI LI TY.

WHEREAS, the federal Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act recogni zes that individuals with dyslexia nust
be provided with educational services that address their
probl em and

VWHEREAS, the state department of public educati on does
not have a specific definition of dyslexia or defined
educati onal diagnostic eval uations or reconmended educati onal
services to address this specific disability; and

VWHEREAS, a wi de body of research indicates that up to

ten percent of the general population is dyslexic; and

VWHEREAS, the international dyslexia association defines
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dysl exi a as: "a specific | anguage-based di sorder of
constitutional origin involving atypical phonol ogi cal
processing ability and correl ated weaknesses that are not the
result of inadequate intellectual potential, instructional or
envi ronnental opportunity, notivation, sensory anonolies or
ot her unrel ated cause and are mani fested by variable
difficulty with expressive and receptive | anguage, often

i ncludi ng a conspi cuous problemw th acquiring proficiency in
reading, witing and spelling”;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the state departnment of public
education be requested to research and reconmend a definition
of dyslexia and effective interventions and specialized
publ i c school educational prograns that address this specific
| anguage disability; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the state departnent of
public education report its findings and reconmendations to
the legislative education study commttee by Novenber 2000;
and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the superintendent of public instruction.
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