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A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000

REQUESTI NG THE GOVERNOR S COWM TTEE ON CONCERNS OF THE
HANDI CAPPED TO STUDY THE HOUSI NG NEEDS OF PECPLE W TH
MULTI PLE CHEM CAL SENSI TI VI TIES AND TO DEVELCOP A PLAN TO MEET

THOSE NEEDS

VWHEREAS, | ack of adequate housing is consistently

identified as the nunber one problemfor people with nmultiple
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chem cal sensitivities; and

VWHEREAS, nmany individuals with nultiple chem ca

sensitivities are honel ess during the course of their

illness, forced to |ive outdoors or

conditions due to their illness; and

VWHEREAS, there is a need for

term housi ng, as well

i ndi vi dual s; and

VWHEREAS, people with nultiple chem ca
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as energency shelter for such

under substandard

both short-term and | ong-

sensitivities are
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of ten deni ed adequat e housing due to the presence of cheni cal
barriers or subtle or overt discrimnation; and

VWHEREAS, the presence of chemicals found in nost paints,
pl ywood, particle board, pesticides, new carpeting and many
mai nt enance and cl eani ng products bl ocks access for people
with multiple chemi cal sensitivities just as physical
barriers bl ock access for people who use wheel chairs; and

WHEREAS, nultiple chemcal sensitivities is recognized
as a potentially disabling condition by the federal social
security adm nistration and the United States departnent of
housi ng and urban devel opnment and is covered under the
federal Anericans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the
federal Fair Housing Act; and

WHEREAS, the departnment of health has determ ned that
si xteen percent of the general population and twenty-seven
percent of Native Anmericans in New Mexico report being
chem cally sensitive and two percent of the popul ati on has
been di agnosed with nultiple chem cal sensitivities; and

VWHEREAS, educating housi ng provi ders about the needs of
people with nultiple chem cal sensitivities, using | ess toxic
materials for housing construction and renodeling and
increasing flexibility in zoning regul ations, building codes,
shelter rules and other conmon housing-rel ated practices and
conditions would significantly increase housing and shelter
opportunities for people with nultiple chem cal
sensitivities; and

WHEREAS, affordabl e and accessi bl e housi ng woul d hel p
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people with nmultiple chenmcal sensitivities stabilize and
i mprove their health and increase their ability to continue
or return to enpl oynent; and

VWHEREAS, increasing the availability of affordable, |ess
toxi ¢ housing woul d al so benefit the general popul ation,
especially those with asthma, chronic |ung di sease or other
respiratory illnesses, infants, children, the elderly,
pregnant wonen and Native Anericans;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the governor's conmttee on concerns
of the handi capped, together with the New Mexico nortgage
finance authority and other appropriate state agencies, study
ways in which the state can help provide housing and shelter
for people with multiple chem cal sensitivities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the study address issues of
affordability, zoning, building materials, naintenance and
cl eani ng products and practices, indoor and outdoor air
quality and barriers to the use of community housing
prograns; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the study identify barriers
to housing and shelter for people with multiple chem ca
sensitivities and propose solutions to elimnate or reduce
those barriers, including consideration of building code
vari ances; zoni ng exenptions; education of buil ders,
architects and housing providers; supplenental housing
subsi di es; and extension of visiting tinme limtations in

state parks; and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the governor's conmttee on
concerns of the handi capped report the findings to the
| egi slative health and human services conmttee at its
Cct ober 2000 neeting; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the governor's committee on concerns of the
handi capped, the New Mexico nortgage finance authority and
the | egislative health and human services comittee.
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