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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 54
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Daniel P. Silva

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE H GHWAY AND TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT
AND THE LEG SLATI VE FI NANCE COMM TTEE TO COOPERATE | N AN
EXAM NATI ON OF THE STATE' S TRAFFI C SAFETY GOALS AND | TS USE
OF RESOURCES TO MEET THOSE GOALS.

WHEREAS, the |egislature recognizes that reduci ng New
Mexico's high levels of notor vehicle crash deaths and
injuries is a high priority for citizens and nust be a
priority for all branches of their governnent; and

VWHEREAS, New Mexi co has al ways confronted its history of
hi gh |l evels of notor vehicle crash deaths and injuries with
an extraordi nary record of achi evenent at reducing those
| evel s, using strong goals and best avail abl e | aws,
| eadershi p and prograns; and

VWHEREAS, New Mexi co's successes in the past, present and

future at traffic safety progress depend on cl ose
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col l aboration with our national |eaders and partners in the
traffic safety novenent; and

VWHEREAS, national traffic safety |eadership in the
partners in progress coalition, including the United States
department of transportation, nothers against drunk driving,
t he hi ghway safety representatives of the national governor's
associ ation and the national comr ssion agai nst drunk
driving, have set forth a goal of reducing national alcohol-
rel ated crash deaths fromfifteen thousand ni ne hundred
thirty-six in 1998 to el even thousand by 2005, a thirty-one
percent decline, and have identified steps to be taken to
achi eve that goal; and

VWHEREAS, the United States departnent of transportation
and its partners have set forth a goal of reducing national
crash deaths fromforty-one thousand four hundred eighty in
1998 to thirty-five thousand six hundred by 2005, a fourteen
percent decline, and have identified steps to be taken to
achi eve that goal; and

VWHEREAS, the state highway and transportation
departnent's hi ghway safety and perfornmance plan 2000- 2005
and its compass goals set forth the executive's goals for the
state's traffic safety prograns for 2000-2005 and the pl anned
use of federal and state traffic safety resources to neet
t hose goal s; and

VWHEREAS, the state highway and transportation
departnent's plan calls for a reduction in al cohol-rel ated

crash deaths from one hundred eighty-eight in 1998 to one
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hundred si xty-one in 2005, a fourteen percent decline that is
| ess than one-half the planned national thirty-one percent
reduction, costing one hundred seven lives from di m nished
progress in our state relative to the nation; and

WHEREAS, the state highway and transportation
departnment's plan calls for a reduction in alcohol-rel ated
crash deaths fromfour hundred twenty-four in 1998 to four
hundred three in 2005, a five percent reduction that is
nearly one-third the planned national fourteen percent
decl i ne, costing one hundred sixty-one lives from di m ni shed
progress in our state relative to the nation; and

VWHEREAS, the state highway and transportation
departnment's plan for bel ow average progress at saving New
Mexi can |ives conpared to planned average progress in other
states woul d cause New Mexico to nove from fourth-highest in
per capita al cohol-related crash deaths in 1998 to second by
2005 and to nmove from sevent h-highest in per capita tota
crash deaths in 1998 to third in 2005; and

VWHEREAS, the weak goals in the plan are at odds with the
hi story of achievenent in traffic safety over many years when
New Mexi co's progress has surpassed that of the nation at
large, and it is crucial that the state continue that strong
record since our death rates still remain far above nati onal
| evel s despite narrowi ng the gap; and

VWHEREAS, the state highway and transportati on depart nent
i ndicates that their weak goals represent the best that can

be expected fromtheir current prograns; and
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VWHEREAS, the state highway and transportati on depart nent
| eaves unexpended each year substantial resources that could
instead be invested in vigorous, creative, effective prograns
to achi eve progress equaling or exceeding the nationa
aver age progress planned for other states; and

VWHEREAS, the | egislature's performance-based budgeting
depends for its success on having very anbitious goal s net
wi th excellent prograns and that process is conpron sed by
reference to the state highway and transportation
departnment's weak safety goals; and

WHEREAS, the legislature wants to maxim ze the effective
use of noney appropriated for services for traffic safety and
to ensure that funds are expended effectively for the
speci fic purposes for which they are appropri at ed,;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the state departnment of hi ghway and
transportation and its transportati on prograns division
cooperate with the legislative finance commttee in exam ning
traffic safety expenditures and prograns to verify that al
funds avail abl e are bei ng expended properly and for vigorous
and effective prograns that pursue strong traffic safety
goal s; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the cooperative effort
determ ne whether traffic safety resources and authorities
are being used with maxi mum ef fectiveness to achi eve the
goals of the legislature's traffic safety initiatives,

including all aspects of driver training and notorcycle
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training; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat this exam nation of the
prograns and the expenditure of funds include verification
that all services provided are procured in accordance with
| aw and applicable state and federal rules of operation for
the funds invol ved; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state highway and
transportati on departnent be requested to convene a process,
closely involving all the state traffic safety |eaders |listed
in the plan as contributors to its devel opnent, to devel op
anmbi ti ous goals consistent with national goals, set through
consensus rather than unilaterally by the departnent, and to
identify prograns to neet those nore anbitious goals; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state highway and
transportati on departnent request the assistance of the
national highway traffic safety admnistration to facilitate
t hat consensus process in a climte of cooperation and
conflict resolution; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the |egislature request that
the national highway traffic safety adm nistration analyze
New Mexi co goal s and prograns and suggest nodifications to
ensure goals neet or exceed average planned national progress
and identity opportunities for programinprovenents to
achi eve goals and subnmit its analysis to the state hi ghway
and transportation departnment and to the interimlegislative
health and human services comrittee to support that process;

and
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state highway and
transportati on departnent anend its hi ghway safety and
performance plan 2000-2005 and its conmpass goals to
incorporate the traffic safety goals that result fromthis
consensus process; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the |egislative finance
conmttee and the state departnent of hi ghway and
transportation report their findings on the use of traffic
safety funds and opportunities to inprove goals to the
interimlegislative health and human services commttee by
Cct ober 1, 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state hi ghway and
transportation departnent report on the anbitious goals and
program changes that energe fromthe consensus process to the
interimlegislative health and human services commttee by
Oct ober 1, 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
sent to the secretary of highway and transportation, the
director of the transportation prograns division, the
regi onal adm nistrator of the national highway traffic safety
adm nistration, the director of the legislative finance
commttee and the interimlegislative health and human

services comm ttee.

. 131456. 1



