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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 75
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Ri chard Vi gi

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE LEG SLATI VE EDUCATI ON STUDY COMM TTEE TO STUDY
THE | MPLI CATI ONS OF TRANSPORTI NG STUDENTS | N VEHI CLES NOT
MEETI NG SCHOOL BUS DESI GN AND CONSTRUCTI ON STANDARDS

VWHEREAS, the state board of education has adopted a
regulation to permt the use of two types of vehicles other
than a school bus to transport students for school
activities; and

WHEREAS, research indicates that children are better
protected in vehicles designed as school buses; and

VWHEREAS, the national fatality rate for school -age
children during normal school hours is greater in other
vehi cl es used as conpared to school buses; and

VWHEREAS, the state board of education has not considered
the safety of students as their priority in allow ng other

vehicles to be used to transport students for school

.132184. 1



new
= del ete

underscored materi a

[ bracketed—raterial]

© 00 N oo o1~ W N P

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R R
g B W N B O © ©® N O OO0 M W N P O

activities; and

WHEREAS, in New Mexico an average of fifty-nine school -
age children are fatally injured annually in other vehicles
as conpared to zero in school buses; and

WHEREAS, school buses are designed to nmeet stringent
federal construction standards to protect passengers when
i nvol ved in an accident; and

WHEREAS, New Mexi co has an excellent safety record of
school bus operations;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE COF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the
| egi sl ative education study conmittee study the potenti al
danger and cost inplications of transporting students for
school activities in vehicles not neeting school bus design
and construction standards; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the |egislative education
study commttee report its findings and reconmendations to
t he New Mexico | egislative council by October 1, 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the |legislative education study comittee.
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