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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 81
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Joe M Stell

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO TO PARTI Cl PATE IN A "JO NT
LEAD' CAPACI TY UNDER THE NATI ONAL ENVI RONVENTAL POLI CY ACT OF
1969 | N DEVELOPI NG AN ENVI RONMENTAL | MPACT STATEMENT FOR FORT
SUMNER DAM AND THE PECOS RI VER

WHEREAS, | and, water and other natural resources are the
basi ¢ physical assets of all New Mexicans; and

VWHEREAS, their preservation and devel opnent are
necessary to protect and pronote the health and genera
wel fare of the people of New Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, in various historical and | egal docunents, acts
and treaties with federal governnents, water has been pl aced

under the control, obligation and ownership of the state; and

VWHEREAS, the state has obligations under the anended
decree of the Pecos River Conpact to deliver water to the

state of Texas; and
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VWHEREAS, the anount of water rel eased fromthe Fort
Sumer dam for benefit of the Pecos bluntnose shiner is
critical to the delivery of water under the Pecos River
Conpact to Texas; and

WHEREAS, the water being released fromFort Summer is
private property not owned by the United States governnent;
and

WHEREAS, the present rate of rel ease nay prevent the
ability of the state to neet its obligation of the Pecos
Ri ver Conpact; and

WHEREAS, the National Environnental Policy Act of 1969
allows for state agencies to participate in a "joint |ead"
capacity in devel oping an environnental inpact statenent; and

WHEREAS, federal agencies are encouraged to begin
preparation of environnental inpact statements early, and
preferably jointly, with applicable state agencies; and

VWHEREAS, participating in a collaborative manner with
the bureau of reclanmation is essential in devel oping
alternatives for an environnental inpact statenent that best
nmeets the conpliance needs of the state's water, conpact
delivery requirements, agriculture, municipalities, economc
stability, private property rights, recreational needs and
t he Endangered Species Act of 1973;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the state of New Mexico participate
in "joint |lead" capacity under the National Environnenta

Policy Act of 1969 with the bureau of reclamation in
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devel opi ng an environnmental inpact statenment for Fort Summer
dam and the Pecos river; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the president of United States, the vice
president of the United States, the United States secretary
of the interior, the governor, the New Mexico congressional
del egation, the western governors' association and the
nati onal governors' associ ation.
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