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HOUSE MEMORI AL 11
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Lisa L. Lutz

A MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE HUMAN SERVI CES DEPARTMENT TO CONTRACT W TH
"CH LDREN, OUR HI DDEN TREASURES" TO DESI GN AND ADM NI STER A
PI LOT PROJECT FOR ASSEMBLI ES | N SCHOOLS TO SHOW THE REALI TY
AND HARDSHI PS OF SI NGLE PARENTI NG.

WHEREAS, children from single parent hones are
consi dered at risk, being four tinmes as likely to be in the
juvenile justice system three tinmes as likely to repeat the
cycl e and becone single parents thenselves and six tinmes as
likely to end up in abject poverty; and

VWHEREAS, many children from single parent hones suffer
fromtine neglect because, with work, there sinply are not
enough hours in the day for parents to fully neet the needs
of their children; and

VWHEREAS, nmany children born to single, school-age

juveniles suffer greatly by the inability of the parent to
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take care of the child enotionally, physically, educationally
or financially; and

VWHEREAS, the reality of juvenile parenting is not fully
under st ood by juveniles capable of having children;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the human
servi ces departnent be requested to contract with "Children,
Qur Hi dden Treasures”, a nonprofit corporation working with
single parents and their children, to design and adm nister a
pilot project for assenblies in the schools using a variety
of nmedia, including testinmonials of single parents, to show
the reality and hardship to both children and parents caused
by single parenting and the financial hardship usually
encunbered by federal and state governnent as a result of the
costly care necessary to help those parents and their
children; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the human services departnment and the state
departnment of public education.
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