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HOUSE MEMORI AL 21
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
M guel P. Garcia

A MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG SUPPORT TO THE UNI TED STATES CENSUS BUREAU FOR
PURPOSES OF HAVI NG A COMPLETE AND ACCURATE COUNT OF ALL NEW
MEXI CO RESI DENTS FOR THE UPCOM NG CENSUS 2000.

VWHEREAS, a decenni al census of every residence is
required under Article 1, Section 2 of the United States
constitution; and

VWHEREAS, an accurate census is essential for the
al l ocation of representation within the |egislative bodi es of
the United States house of representatives, the New Mexico
state legislature and within New Mexico county and voting
districts; and

VWHEREAS, billions of dollars each year in
i ntergovernnental funding for health, education
transportation, child and el der care, energency preparation

and response, public works and social support prograns of al
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ki nds depend on conpl ete and accurate age, popul ation and
ot her ethnic and denographic information gathered every ten
years; and

VWHEREAS, the state of New Mexi co was undercounted in
1990 by nore than forty-ei ght thousand persons resulting in
the loss of nearly eighty mllion dollars ($80,000,000) to
the state; and

WHEREAS, all units of governnent, |arge and snal
corporations, nonprofit organizations, religious
organi zations and | ocal businesses of all sizes require
accurate informati on on popul ation and famly size and i ncone
data for investnents, job devel opnent and marketing gui dance
to determne the inpact of educational, health and socia
prograns; and

VWHEREAS, individual and famly information is held
completely confidential by strong federal |aws supported by
consi stent court rulings at all levels and is never rel eased
except in large statistical totals or to fam|ly nenbers after
seventy-two years for geneal ogi cal purposes; and

VWHEREAS, census 2000 in New Mexico is being carried out
under the able | eadership of Fernando E. C de Baca in
Al buquer que, Arlene Roybal in Las Cruces and Franci sco
Apodaca in Santa Fe, distinguished native New Mexi cans;

NOW THEREFORE, BE I T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE COF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat endor senent
and support be extended to the United States census bureau as

it conducts a conplete and accurate count of all New Mexico
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residents as of April 1, 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that citizens of New Mexico be
encouraged to enthusiastically support census 2000 and assi st
the United States census bureau in every way possible, and
return the census questionnaires pronptly and accurately so
t hat census 2000 can be the nobst accurate and nost
efficiently conducted resident count ever conducted; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the New Mexico | eadership of census 2000 for

appropriate distribution.
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