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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 7

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

Joe Nestor Chavez

FOR THE NEW MEXI CO FI NANCE AUTHORI TY OVERSI GHT COWM TTEE

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE UNI TED STATES- MEXI CO BORDER HEALTH COWM SSI ON
TO STUDY THE NEED FOR CROSS- BORDER AGREEMENTS RELATED TO FI RE
PROTECTI ON, EMERGENCY MEDI CAL SERVI CES AND OTHER PUBLI C
HEALTH AND SAFETY NEEDS.

VWHEREAS, the United States-Mxico border region,
enconpassi ng one hundred kil onmeters north and south of the
border, has an estinmated 2000 popul ati on of over el even
mllion; and

WHEREAS, al nost every health statistic for the border
region is a grimrem nder of the effects of poverty and
severe health professional shortages, with a terrible
resurgence of conmmuni cabl e di seases such as drug-resi stant
tubercul osis, neasles and nmunps and wat er borne infectious
di seases such as Hepatitis A, salnonella and shigella

dysentery, diseases that nost Anmericans thought had been
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eradicated in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the border region also nmust grapple with the
need for increased public safety resources, including fire
protection and energency nedical services; and

WHEREAS, the two countries need to work cl osely together
to try to solve border health problens and provide public
safety servi ces;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the United States-Mexico border
heal t h comm ssion be requested to study the need for cross-
border agreenents to provide public health and safety
services in the border region; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that as part of its study, the
Uni ted States-Mexico border health comm ssion consider |egal,
jurisdictional and liability issues and the neans to resol ve
t hose i ssues; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the New Mexico border health office for
presentation to the United States-Mxico border health

comm ssi on.
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