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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 1

447TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Ri chard M Ronero

A JO NT MEMORI AL
PROCLAI M NG THE MONTH OF APRIL AS H SPANI C NEW MEXI CO HI STORY
MONTH.

VWHEREAS, it is our desire that Hi spanic New Mexi can
children and youth devel op and maintain a heal thy sel f-imge;
and

VWHEREAS, to develop a positive self-image it is
i nperative that Hispanic children of New Mexi co know,
under stand and devel op a sense of pride in who they are and
the role their ancestors played in the devel opnment of our
state; and

WHEREAS, it is right and proper for all peoples to know
and understand the uni que history of Hispanics and the role
they played in the formati on of our state; and

WHEREAS, between 1598 and 1821, when the Spanish flag

fl ew over New Mexi co, our state had sixty-one Hi spanic
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governors and our territory was vast, extending from southern
Col orado, to west Texas, through parts of northern Mexico,
parts of Utah and all of Arizona to eastern California; and

VWHEREAS, between 1821 and 1846, when the Mexican flag
fl ew over New Mexi co, our state had seventeen Hispanic
governors; and

VWHEREAS, for the first two hundred fifty years of our
H spani ¢ New Mexi can hi story, we proudly naintained our
Spani sh | anguage, custons, culture and faith; and

VWHEREAS, in 1846, New Mexico becane a territory of the
United States until we were made a state in 1912; and

VWHEREAS, now, four hundred and two years later, we still
proudly herald and cel ebrate the survival of the Spanish
| anguage, custons, culture and faith; and

VWHEREAS, Hi spanic children of New Mexico should find
their roots reflected in story books, oral history, history
books and as part of the curriculumin their schools,
enabling themto take ownership and pride in the four hundred
year devel opnent of their country, the United States of
Arerica; and

VWHEREAS, our Hi spanic New Mexico history is unique anong
all the states in the union; and

VWHEREAS, studying our history will build understandi ng
and acceptance anong all peopl e;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that April be procl ai ned H spani c New

Mexi co history nonth.
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