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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 4

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Dede Fel dman

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE ENERGY, M NERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES
DEPARTMENT, W TH COOPERATI ON OF THE LAND OF ENCHANTMENT AND
PASO DEL NORTE CLEAN CI TI ES COALI TI ONS, TO STUDY AND REPORT
TO THE | NTERI M REVENUE STABI LI ZATI ON AND TAX PCLI CY COMM TTEE
ON THE POTENTI AL COSTS AND BENEFI TS OF USI NG ALTERNATI VE
FUELS FOR TRANSPORTATI ON

VWHEREAS, New Mexico is the country's third | argest
onshore producer of natural gas and has the capability to
provi de substantial quantities of other alternative fuels for
vehi cul ar transportation; and

VWHEREAS, revenues fromthe production and sal e of
natural gas contribute substantially to public schools and
uni versities in New Mexi co; and

VWHEREAS, vehicle technol ogies for use of alternative

fuel s have significantly advanced during the past five years,
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and there is a wide variety of reliable vehicle products
avai | abl e from New Mexi co autonobi |l e deal erships with the
service personnel and facilities to acconmobdate mai ntenance
of vehicles adapted to run on alternative fuels; and

WHEREAS, alternative fuel vehicles have been certified
as low to zero-em ssion vehicles by the United States
envi ronnental protection agency, and many governnment agencies
are using themfor selected operations; and

VWHEREAS, the national conference of state |egislatures
has investigated various incentives enployed by states to
pronmote the use of alternative fuels; and

VWHEREAS, the | and of enchantnent clean cities coalition,
a group of nore than thirty public and private stakehol ders
| ocated in Bernalillo, Los Alanbs, Rio Arriba, Sandoval, San
M guel , Val encia, Socorro and Santa Fe counties, has entered
into a nmenorandum of understanding with the United States
departnment of energy to pronote the use of fuels such as
natural gas, propane, electricity, fuel cells, E-85 and
bi odi esel that burn cleaner than gasoline or diesel; and

VWHEREAS, the paso del norte clean cities coalition, a
group of over forty public and private stakehol ders that
includes the city of Las Cruces and Dona Ana county, has al so
entered into a nenorandum of understanding with the United
States departnment of energy to pronote the use of alternative
fuel s; and

VWHEREAS, the potential econom c and environnent al

benefits fromincreased use of alternative fuels should be
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exam ned with an unbi ased perspective and |egislative
partici pation; and

VWHEREAS, the | and of enchantnent clean cities coalition
and the Paso Del Norte clean cities coalition have the
expertise to assist a legislative interimstudy;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the energy, minerals and natura
resources departnent, with cooperation fromthe |and of
enchant nent and paso del norte clean cities coalitions, be
requested to collect information, conduct a study and report
to the interimrevenue stabilization and tax policy conmittee
by Septenber 2000 on the costs and benefits of alternative
fuel s use for vehicular transportation in New Mexico; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the general services
department, the taxation and revenue department and the state
| and office cooperate and assist the energy, minerals and
natural resources departnent to identify, conpile and anal yze
data and report to the conmmttee; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the report include the
status of alternative fuel infrastructure and use,
identification of barriers to increased alternative fuel use
and prom sing nmechani sns to overcone those barriers; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the energy, mnerals and
nat ural resources departnent use the report and its findings
i n devel opi ng a conprehensi ve, statew de plan to expand
alternative fuels infrastructure and use in New Mexico; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the alternative fuels plan
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be devel oped in consultation with the | and of enchantnent and
paso del norte clean cities coalitions and other appropriate
st akehol ders by no | ater than Decenber 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the secretary of energy, mnerals and natural
resources, the secretary of general services, the secretary
of taxation and revenue, the comr ssioner of public |ands,
the chair of the interimrevenue stabilization and tax policy
commttee and the directors of the |land of enchantnent and
paso del norte clean cities coalitions.
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