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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 50
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000

REQUESTI NG THE NEW MEXI CO LEG SLATI VE COUNCI L TO DESI GNATE
APPROPRI ATE LEQ SLATI VE | NTERIM COW TTEES TO EXAM NE THE NEW

MEXI CO HEALTH SYSTEM

AND PERFORVANCE, AND TO MAKE RECOVMENDATI ONS TO THE

LEG SLATURE.

WHEREAS, it is the health policy of the state of New

Mexico to ensure that all

avai | abl e, affordabl e,

services regardl ess of their socio-econom c status;
VWHEREAS, three hundred ei ghty-six thousand people in New

Mexi co, roughly twenty-one percent of New Mexi cans,

| NTRODUCED BY
Linda M Lopez

A JO NT MEMORI AL

I NCLUDI NG | TS ORGANI ZATI ON, FI NANCI NG

culturally appropriate basic health

nmedi cal insurance coverage; and

VWHEREAS, fourteen percent of New Mexi cans have reported

that they are unable to obtain primary health care services

when needed; and
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New Mexi cans have accessi bl e,
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VWHEREAS, health care services represent the second
| argest general fund expenditure and the mechani snms of the
organi zation and delivery of publicly funding health services
are undergoi ng maj or change; and

WHEREAS, the |egislature has expressed its concern
regardi ng the publicly financed health care systemin House
Joint Menorial 18 fromthe first session of the forty-fourth
| egi slature by requesting the New Mexi co health policy
conmi ssion to develop a strategic plan for an integrated
publicly funded health system and by requesting the
| egi sl ative finance conmttee to conduct a performance audit
of medi caid managed care; and

VWHEREAS, the purpose of the Accountability in Governnent
Act is to provide for nore cost-effective, responsive
government services by using the budget process and defi ned
out cones and performance neasures; and

VWHEREAS, the public and private health care sectors
financing and delivery are intricately intertw ned; and

VWHEREAS, the private sector reports inadequate revenues
triggering a dramatic increase in commercial insurance
prem uns potentially resulting in nore uninsured people and a
greater burden on governnent-funded services and charity
care; and

WHEREAS, there is grow ng discontent anong both health
prof essionals and consunmers with the private health care
syst em

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF NEW
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MEXI CO that the New Mexico |egislative council designate an
appropriate legislative interimconmttee to conduct a
systemati c assessnent of the existing financing, delivery,
organi zati on and performance of health care in New Mexi co,
specifically to include:

A. consideration of the findings and
recommendat i ons of House Joint Menorial 18 and rel ated
nmenorials adopted in the second session of the forty-fourth
| egi sl ature;

B. assessnent of the inpact of recent changes in
the financing and delivery of health care services, in
particul ar publicly financed services, on rural and safety
net providers, health professionals and residents of New
Mexi co;

C. reviewthe quality of care provided, processes
to ensure quality of care, outcomes and accountability
neasur es;

D. establish performance nmeasures for the health
system of New Mexico, with particul ar enphasis on the
publicly financed health care systemfor incorporation into
t he performance-based budget process, and give consideration
to the adequacy of existing information systens to provide
the data; and

E. reviewthe existing state and | ocal governnent
organi zation of health services financing and delivery and in
doi ng so, consider the appropriate responsibilities of

different | evels of governnent to determine the state
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governnent structure that woul d nost cost-effectively and
efficiently acconplish the desired health care outconmes and
needs of the people of the state; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the designated | egislative
comm ttee take into consideration in its assessnents and
formul ati on of recommendations the state health policy to
ensure accessi ble, available, affordable, culturally
appropriate basic health care services for all New Mexicans
regardl ess of financial status; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the New Mexico health policy
conmi ssion in cooperation with the designated |egislative
interimconmttee request assistance fromthe Robert Wod
Johnson foundation state initiative program national counci
of state |legislatures and other appropriate entities; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the designated | egislative
interimconmittee present its findings and recommendations to
t he New Mexico | egislative council by Decenber 15, 2000 for
consi deration by the first session of the forty-fifth
| egi sl ature; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this nenorial be
transmitted to the New Mexico |egislative council and
appropri ate executive agencies.
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