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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 53
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000

REQUESTI NG THE LEG SLATI VE FI NANCE COVMM TTEE TO | NVESTI GATE
AND REPORT ON THE NECESSI TY, PRACTI CABI LI TY AND APPROPRI ATE
STRATEGY FOR CREATI NG A TRUST FUND TO SUPPORT NEGOTI ATI ON AND
SETTLEMENT OF | NDI AN WATER RI GHTS CLAI M5 | N NEW MEXI CO.

VWHEREAS, the state of New Mexico is hone to nmany | ndian

puebl os and tribes, with substanti al

VWHEREAS, many of these Indian pueblos and tribes have

made, and others w ||

waters in New Mexico rivers and river
VHEREAS, the judici al
clains that have been heard to date has been a decades-1ong

and hi ghly expensive process for the state and al

l[itigants; and

VWHEREAS, the state of New Mexico desires to negotiate

and settle as many I ndian water rights clainms as possible,
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| NTRODUCED BY

Leonard Tsosi e

A JO NT MEMORI AL

make, clainms of rights to the use of

I ndi an popul ati ons;

basi ns;

adj udi cation of the water rights

concer ned
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and thus avoid the uncertainty, delay and expense of further
judicial proceedings; and

VWHEREAS, the governor and attorney general of New Mexico
have agreed with the governors of the nineteen puebl os
| ocated within New Mexico and the presidents of the Jicarilla
and Mescal ero Apache tribes and the Navajo nation, in a
statenment of principles and policy dated July 8, 1996, that
i ssues of nutual concern to their respective governnents,

i ncluding Indian water rights clainms, shall be addressed
t hrough structured negoti ations; and

WHEREAS, the above policy of negotiation and settl enent
of Indian water rights clainms will be strengthened by a
formal expression of the |legislature's concurrence in and
support for that policy; and

VWHEREAS, the state and its citizens have a strong
interest in the successful negotiation and settlenent of
these I ndian water rights clains outside the judicial
process; and

VWHEREAS, the state nust be prepared to conmt resources
as a serious partner in any such negotiations;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEWMEXICO that it provide for such planning and
resource availability as will enable it, as a serious
negotiating partner, to practicably nove forward with the
negotiation and settlenent of Indian water rights clains in
New Mexi co; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the |egislative finance
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conmmittee be requested to investigate and report to the

| egi slature on the necessity, practicability and nost
appropriate strategy for inplenenting and funding an I ndi an
water rights trust fund for the settlenent of |ndian water

rights clains in New Mexico.
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