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A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000

REQUESTI NG THE CHI LDREN, YOUTH AND FAM LI ES DEPARTMENT TO
MEET W TH TAOS PUEBLO OFFI CI ALS TO DI SCUSS THE PCSSI BI LI TY OF
ENTERI NG I NTO A JO NT PONERS AGREEMENT TO PROVI DE LI CENSED
FOSTER CARE AND TREATMENT FOSTER CARE HOVES ON TAGCS PUEBLO

VHEREAS,

mental health services for "speci al

in New Mexi co has been characterized by limted opportunity

t he devel opnent of
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A JO NT MEMORI AL

and fraught with uncertainty; and

VWHEREAS, state fundi ng sources have historically given
mental health providers an "opportunity” to select froma

limted array of choices,

race or ethnicity into account; and

"culturally sensitive"

needs" children and youth

nost of which do not take cul ture,

[ bracketed—raterial]
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VWHEREAS, nmanaged care organi zati ons shoul d acconmpbdat e
ongoing training in cultural awareness, cultural sensitivity

and cul tural conpetence; and
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VWHEREAS, in addition to a lack of cultural awareness,
many state legislative nental health and social service
mandat es seenmingly do not include a system of fiscal
accountability for public sector, state-run behavioral health
care agencies; and

VWHEREAS, when different managed care providers carve out
separate plans and benefits for different types of clients,
such as foster care and treatnent foster care, the
adm ni strative costs associated with carving out plans and
requesting reinbursenent fromdifferent nanaged care entities
are often cost-prohibitive; and

VWHEREAS, problens of cultural awareness, cultura
sensitivity, cultural conpetence, fiscal accountability and
excessive administrative costs prohibit conmunities from
provi di ng necessary nmental health services, such as foster
care and treatnment foster care, to "special needs" children
in New Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, Taos pueblo is in desperate need of |icensed
foster care and licensed treatnment foster care hones on the
reservation; and

VWHEREAS, treatnent foster care and foster care program
providers are currently conmtted to hel pi ng Taos pueblo
soci al services explore this possibility;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the children, youth and famlies
departnent be requested to neet with Taos pueblo officials to

di scuss the possibility of entering into a joint powers
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agreenment so that the pueblo receives Title |V-E funds for

foster care and treatnment foster care programm ng; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be

transmtted to the secretary of children,

and to Taos puebl o officials.
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