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SENATE MEMORI AL 23

4A4TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 200

| NTRODUCED BY
Joseph A. Fide

A MEMORI AL
SUPPORTI NG PASSAGE OF SENATE BI LL 1515 I N THE UNI TED STATES
CONGRESS, WH CH SEEKS TO REFORM THE RADI ATI ON EXPOSURE
COVPENSATI ON ACT | N ORDER TO ENSURE FAI R AND JUST
COVPENSATI ON TO ALL URANI UM WORKERS HARMED FROM WORK FOR THE
UNI TED STATES.

VWHEREAS, uraniummning and mlling activities
undertaken fromthe 1940s through the early 1980s for the
benefit of the United States governnent exposed both
under ground and above-ground urani um niners and urani um
mllers to | arge doses of radiation and ot her hazards that
have resulted in an unusually high incidence of |ung cancer
and other health problens anong these urani um workers; and

WHEREAS, during this four-decade period, Gants, New
Mexi co, was consi dered the uraniumcapital of the world,
whi ch nmeans that New Mexico has a |arger than nornal

concentration of exposed urani um workers; and
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VWHEREAS, in 1990, the United States congress passed, and
t he president signed, the Radiation Exposure Conpensation Act
to ensure, anong other things, partial restitution to uranium
mners for radiation-rel ated di seases presuned to have been
caused by their work for the United States governnent; and
VWHEREAS, additional scientific evidence now requires
that the act be broadened to cover not just underground
m ners, but all uraniummners and mllers, and to provide
| ess restrictive criteria for qualifications for

conmpensati on; and

WHEREAS, passage of Senate Bill 1515 now before congress
will have a tremendous effect on forner uraniumworkers and
their famlies in Gants and western New Mexi co;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that it support the passage of Senate
Bill 1515 now before congress, w thout additional anmendnents

that would slow its passage; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the New Mexico congressi onal
del egati on be encouraged to actively support passage of the

bill to hel p New Mexico citizens; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be

transmitted to the New Mexi co congressional del egation
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