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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 5

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY

M chael S. Sanchez

FOR THE COURTS, CORRECTI ONS AND CRI M NAL JUSTI CE COW TTEE

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE COURTS, CORRECTI ONS AND CRI'M NAL JUSTI CE
COM TTEE TO STUDY | SSUES SURROUNDI NG DETENTI ON COSTS THAT
RESULT WHEN PERSONS COW T CRI MES THAT COULD BE CHARGED UNDER
El THER MUNI Cl PAL ORDI NANCE OR STATE LAW

VWHEREAS, an increasi ng nunber of | aw enforcenent
of ficers are charging violators under state statutes rather
t han nuni ci pal ordi nances when crines are comtted within
muni ci pal boundaries; and

WHEREAS, by filing in magistrate court under state
statutes rather than filing in municipal court under
muni ci pal ordi nances, the counties nmust pay the costs of
housi ng the i nmates; and

VWHEREAS, there are different practices around the state
concerni ng when nore serious offenders enter the state

judicial system and becone the financial responsibility of
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the county, and, too often, counties nust bear a

di sproportionate share of detention costs generated by |aw
enforcenent activities within the jurisdictional boundaries
of the nunicipalities;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the courts, corrections and crim nal
justice commttee be requested to study the issues
surroundi ng detention costs and responsibilities that result
when persons commit crimes that could be charged under either
muni ci pal ordi nance or state |aw, and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the commttee be requested
to develop a reconmendation to the first session of the
forty-fifth legislature for an equitable statew de system
t hat standardi zes and defines when a prisoner is a county or
muni ci pal responsibility; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the comm ttee seek the
partici pati on and assi stance of the New Mexico association of
counties and New Mexi co muni ci pal |eague in the study and
recommendat i ons; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the New Mexico | egislative council, the New
Mexi co associ ation of counties and the New Mexi co mnuni ci pal

| eague.
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