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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 6

A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Li nda M Lopez

FOR THE LEQ SLATI VE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVI CES COWM TTEE

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE EARLY PERI ODI C SCREENI NG DI AGNCSI S AND TESTI NG
STEERI NG COW TTEE TO CONTI NUE | TS EFFORTS TO | MPROVE BOTH
THE SCREENI NG DI AGNOSI S PROCESS AND FOLLOW UP TREATMENT FOR
NEW MEXI CO S MEDI CAI D CH LDREN AND YOUTH

VWHEREAS, recent figures show that approxi mtely two
hundred thousand eligible children are enrolled in nedicaid,
including nore than thirty thousand newly enrolled in the
past two years; and

WHEREAS, there are still an estimated sixty-seven
t housand children eligible but not enrolled in nedicaid; and

VWHEREAS, nedicaid children, whether enrolled in nmanaged
care or a fee-for-service program are eligible for early
periodi c screeni ng diagnosis and testing (EPSDT); and

VHEREAS, EPSDT is considered to be one of the nost

effective and efficient prevention and early intervention
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tools in the health care field; and

WHEREAS, the EPSDT program of fers conprehensive health
and devel opnental histories, assessnents of physical and
nment al heal th devel opnent, conpl ete physi cal exam nati ons,
age appropriate i mmuni zations, various |aboratory tests,
heal t h education, diagnoses and a full continuum of health
care treatnent for children enrolled in nmedicaid frombirth
to age twenty-one; and

VHEREAS, SALUD managed care organi zations are paid to
provi de EPSDT services, whether perfornmed or not; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the children,
t he managed care organi zations and the state for health care
problemidentification and followup treatnent to be
acconplished at the earliest possible tine; and

VWHEREAS, recogni zing that too many famlies are not
t aki ng advant age of the EPSDT program the human services
departnment, the departnent of health, the children, youth and
fam |lies departnent, the state departnment of public
education, the three SALUD managed care organi zati ons and
i nterested advocates and organi zations forned the EPSDT
steering conmttee; and

VWHEREAS, the EPSDT steering comm ttee has established
priorities for inproving the programin four major categories
and i s recomrendi ng policy changes accordi ngly; and

VHEREAS, the New Mexico first town hall has chosen
i nproved participation in and functioning of the EPSDT

programas a very high priority, aimng for ninety percent
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partici pati on by 2002;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the EPSDT steering conmittee
continue its efforts to inprove both the quality of the EPSDT
program and the rate of participation by New Mexico's
medi caid children and youth; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the behavior health nanaged
care organi zations serving nmedicaid clients be invited to
participate in the EPSDT steering conmmittee; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the EPSDT steering conmittee
devel op recomendati ons to encourage famlies to continue to
use the program beyond initial early testing, so that ol der
children and early and m ddl e adol escents have the advant age
of the EPSDT program s nedical and behavioral health care and
gui dance on critical behavioral issues; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that all parties responsible for
parental notification and foll owup be required to do so to
t he maxi nrum extent required by federal |aw, and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the human services
departnment give a progress report on the EPSDT program and
steering committee recomendations to the interimlegislative
heal t h and human services conmttee at both its first neeting
and its October neeting in 2000; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this joint
menorial be sent to each of the departnents, agencies,
managed care organi zati ons and ot her participants of the

EPSDT steering conmttee.
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