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A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000

SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 18

L

| NTRODUCED BY

eonard Lee Rawson

A JO NT MEMORI AL

REQUESTI NG THE PUBLI C REGULATI ON COWM SSI ON AND THE

CORRECTI ONS DEPARTMENT TO EXAM NE THE RATES CHARGED FOR

COLLECT CALLS PLACED BY NEW MEXI CO | NVATES AND DETERM NE

VHETHER THE CHARGES ARE REASONABLE AND HOW REVENUES DERI VED

FROM CHARGES ARE EXPENDED

WHEREAS, cl ose communi cati on between inmates and their

famlies is an inportant factor

t hose incarcerated; and

in the rehabilitation of

VWHEREAS, much of the communication that occurs between

New Mexico inmates and their famlies is through coll ect

calls placed by the inmates; and

VWHEREAS, according to news reports,

the rates charged to

the famlies of inmates for the collect calls are excessive

and unr easonabl e;

and

VWHEREAS, according to the news reports, the revenue
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recei ved for the phone calls by the public and private
entities that incarcerate New Mexi co i nmates has now becone
an inmportant revenue source for those entities; and

VWHEREAS, contracts for services provided to correctiona
facilities should be awarded to those conpani es that offer
t he best service at the | owest cost, not to those that offer
the hi ghest rebate to the prison operator;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the public regul ati on conmm ssion be
requested to investigate the rates charged by the corrections
department, and by private entities that incarcerate inmates
on behal f of the corrections departnent, for collect calls
pl aced by inmates and determne if the rates are excessive
and unr easonabl e when conpared to sinilar service offered to
other citizens of this state; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the corrections departnent
be requested to cooperate with the investigation of the
public regul ation conm ssion and to exam ne whet her the
revenue received by private operators of correctional
facilities for the collect calls is credited agai nst contract
paynments made by the state and to al so exam ne whet her the
revenue received by the corrections departnment for the
collect calls is made available for future appropriation by
the | egislature; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the public regul ation
comm ssion and the corrections departnent report their

findings by Decenber 1, 2000 to the interimcourts,
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corrections and crimnal justice commttee or such other
commttee as may be designated by the New Mexico | egislative
council; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmitted to the public regulation comm ssion, the
corrections departnent and the New Mexico | egislative

counci | .
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